




i 

# m 

0 


THE SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 
V SERtt:S 

net each. :•; 

I. SAARBROCK |0 PARIS: The Franco- 

(j^RMAN War. By Col. S^i-sson C. Pratt, 
late R.A, 

II. THE RUSSaTURKISH*WAR, iSyf. By 

Major F. Maurice. 

III. FREDERSC&SBURG : A STUDY I» 

WAR, iS( 52. By Major G. W. Redway. „ 

IV. THE CAMPAIGN OF ItfAGENTA and 

SOLFERINO, 1859. By Col. A. C. Wvlly, C.B. 

V. THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN* By Col. 

Sisson C. Pratt, late R.A. 

VI. THE CAMPAIGN IN BOHEMIA, i866. 

^ By Lt.-Col. G. J. R. Glunicke.* 

VH. THE LEIPZIG CAMPAIGN, 18^:3. By 

Col. e. N. Maude, CB.. late R.E. 

VIII. GRANT’S CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA, 

1864 (The Wilderness Campaign). By Capt. 
Vaughan Sawyer, Indian Army. 

IX. THE JENA CAMPAIGN, i8o6. By Col. 

F. N. Maude, C.B., late R.E. 

X. THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. By 

Capt. F. R. Sedgwick, R.P. A. 

XI. TPIE VALLEY CAMPAIGN AND OTHER 
OPERATIONS IN .VIRGINIA, 1861-1:862. By 
Major G. W. Redway. 


% 



SPECIAL CAMPAIGN SERIES. No*.,io *. 


THE 


lUSSO- JAPANESE WAR^ 

A "SKETCH 

First Period— THE . CONCENTRATION 



CAPTAIN F. R. SEDGWICK 

ROYAE FIELD ARTIt’LERY 


WITH MAPS AND PLANS 


LONDON 


SWAN SONNENSCHEIN & CO., LIM 
New York: THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 



if 

'HHiHvnO cut 


Ph'}il nMj'KH S' 


(/»(■»?/) m.-ipn 

•f-ni) na 'WSAi'* 
MA F 

') WSAV IAS A. 

US »;.ipumD I''-* 

^ ‘il'lL ll'\ tW 

f/’r-wf mw 


"HlS’Ba MA |IM , 






iai¥:ldl ¥35 



PREFACE 


At present the data n^pessary to enable a detailed 
account of thes late war in the Par East to be written 
is not accessible, and will not be so until the Eussian 
and Japanese General Staffs have * produced full 
accounts gf the op§rations. ^ . 

In compiling the sketch o^ the war comprised in 
the present volume the following works have been 
chiefly relied on 

1. Eusso-J^anese War, Part I. By the General 

Staff. 

2. Eusso-Jap^ese War, Part II. By Historical 

Section of the Committee pf Iic;^rial Be- 

fence. • 

3. Eeports of British Officers attached to Eussian 

and Japanese forces. 

4. Kriegsgeschichtliche Einzelschriften, Parts 37, 38, 

39, 40, 41, 42. By German Great General 

Staff. 

5. A Staff Officer’s Scrap Book. By General Sir Ian 

Hamilton, K.C.B., D.S.O. 

6. Achtzehn Monate mit Eusslands Heeren in der 

Mandschurei. By^Preiherr von Tettau. 

In eases where there seems a conflict of testimony, 
or where I have quoted the words of an authority, a 
reference is made in a footnote. 



The following is a complete list of ani^orities 4hus 
quoted. ® I 

Name of Woek. I Author. Rspereed to as 


The Busso^apanese War, Part I. The Geiferal Staff . , G. S. i. 

,, „ ,, Part II. H^torical Section of G. S. ii. 

, uommittee of Im- 

perial Defence 

A Staff Officer’s Scrap Book . . Sir Ian Hamilton , . I. H. 

Eeports of British Officers . . . tEdited by the Generali B. 0. R. 

Staff • 

The Russo-Japanese War, Official Translated by M. 0. R. 

Japanese Reforts • Kinai ® ® 

Hamley’s Operation of War, 6th Colonel Kiggeli . . Kiggell. 

Edition, Part VI. chap. i. ® 

ISTotes on Artillery in Manchuria , Major Geddes . . . 

La Guerre Russo- Japonaise . . Meiinier . 

>j )) . . E. Bujac 

^Der Russisch-Japanische Krieg . Loffler . , . 

a J 5 }, . Immanuel . . . . 

Kriegsgeschichtliche Einzelschrif- German Great General 
ten ^ Staff 

The Russo-Japanese Conflict . . Dr Asakawa . . . Asakawa. 

The Truth about Port Artflur . . ISTojine (translated) . Nojine. 

Achtzehn Monate mit Russlands Freiherr von Tettau . F. v. T. 
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Geddes. 

Meunier. 

Bujac.* 

Loffler. 

Immanuel 

K, E. 


Lectures at the Rus- Conferences, 
sian Staff College 
(translated into 
French) . ... . 

R. d’A. 

... ... R.M. d’A.E. 


Revue de d’Artillerie .... 

Revue Militaire des Armees 
^trangt^res 

Journal des Sciences Militaires 

Revue Militaire G4n^rale . 

Streffleurs Militarische Zeitschrift 

Journal of Royal United Service 
Institution 

Royal Artillery Institution Pro- 
ceedings 

Journal of the United Service In- 
stitution of India 




PREFACE • ,vii 

- ^ ^ ^ - _ _ _______ ^ ^ 

lu^studying this campaign, not the least of the many 

difficulties is, that every place has at letst three qam4es 
given to it — Chinese, Japanese and Eussian. These 
names were variously rendered in English, French and 
German. I have endeavoured throughout to adof t the 
spelling used in the publications issued under the 
authority of the General Staff. While this book was 
actually in *the press, and thfe maps had already been 
completed. Part II. Eusso- Japanese War, by the His- 
^ torical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defence, 
was published. There are, therefore, one or two very 
slight *and, I hope, unimportant discrepancies between 
the 'spelling in the maps published with this book and 
that of the beautiful maps published with the official 
account. 

Finally, I woiiM ask my reader’s indulgences to ona 
who is but a beginner should my account be obscure in 
places, or difficult to follow. 

F. E. SEDGWICK, 

Oapt. R.F.A. 

Exbteb, 26i5A December 1908. 
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THE RUSSO-JAPANESE 
WAR 


CHAPTER I 



J^olitical Events leading up to iikp War — The general 
Causes — The Strength of Russia — The Strength of 
Japan — TheTheatre of War in general — Railways — 
*Ri vers-— Korea — Manchuria — Sea Communication — 
Situation irf the Theatre of War in February 1904— 
A Russian Division— A Japanese Division— General 
strategical Outlook ^ 


Ever since Russia became a united empire, she 
has steadily striven to free for herself a road to 
Russia in open sea. In Europe her way has 

Asia been blocked by Turkey, and, more 

recently, by a barrier of small Slav states; but in 
Siberia, into which country her first settlers pene- 
trated some 300 years ago, she has succeeded in 
reaching the ocean. In 1860 she obtained by 
pressure on the Chinese gojgemment, the cession of 
the eastern coast of Manchuria from the Amur 
to the Korean frontier, and with it the important 
harbour of Tladivostok. Still even that gave her 

R.-J. 1 ^ 



I 



TBE RVSSO-JAPANESE WAR 


^ m « 

no port ice-free for all the year round, for ^ladi- 

Yostok is^ clised for nearly four months in the 
1,welve. The seaway from Vladivostok to the Pacific 
Ocean leads through the straii|;s of La Perouse, be- 
tween the islands of Sak|ialin and Yezo; in 1875 
Eussia forced Japan to exchange Sakhalin for the 
Kuriles Islands. 

In order to -consoli^^ate her ^ 30 sition in the Far 
Bast, ij was decided to build a railway across 
Siberia to Vladivostok. Manj^ years elapsed before 
the intention was* put into practice, but In 1896 
the line had been constructed as far eastwards as 
Strietensk, with a gap at Lake Baikal, on which 
steamers plied in summer and sledges in winter; 
from Vladivostok a line stretched w'est to Khaba- 
rovsk? 

In tMs ye?tr^ Eussian company obtained a con- 
cession to construct a railway through Manchuria 
from Chita via Harbin, to connect the two portions 
of the Siberian railway. 

For centuries the empire of Korea, which Juts 
out from the mainland of Asia towards Japan, has 
^ ^ been, although a vassal of China, a bone 
of contention between China and Japan. 
The misgovernment aiyi unsettlement of Korea was 
chronic, and in 1875 an outrage on a Japanese 
steamer by Koreans caused Japan to intervene in 
Korea, ignoring Chinese suzerainty. In 1882 fur- 
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tLer outbreaks occurred in Korea ; in 18§5 J apan 
and China concluded the ‘^Tientsin Convention/ \ 
agreeing to withdraw from Korea, but if either 
found it necessary to® again send troops therein to 
give the other due notice 

In 1894 serious outbreaks in Korea obliged the 
Chinese government to send troops there, where- 

The CMoo ap*an occupied Fusan and Che- 

Japanese mulpo. After the rebellion had been 
quelled, ffapan sugge|ted that certain 
reforms^ should be inaugurated in Korean adminis- 
tratiqn ; and when China refused to admit the right 
of Japan to interfere, war broke out between these 
two great Mongol states. 

A diary of tlie*war is of interest as showyig a 
similarity with the war of 1904. ^ ^ 

25th July 1894 — A Chinese transport sunk. 

30th July — Disembarkation of Japanese troops 
at Fusan and Gensan in Korea. 

August — The Japanese concentrated the 5th 
Division at Seoul. 

16th September — Naval battle off the Yalu. 

25th October — ^^Engagement and passage of 
Yalu river. 

24th October — A second^*! apanese army landed 
in the Kwantung peninsula and captured 
Ghinchou. 

31st October — Fenghuangcheng occupied. 
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. Port '^rihnr was taken by storm and the* Yaln 
army . advanced on Haicheng. A part of the second 
army also advanced on that point, and the t^Yo 
arises united about Newchmang and YinkoHj at- 
tacked, and defeated the«Chinese on the Liao river. 

The treaty which closed this war was vsigned .at 
Shimonoseki on the 10th April 1895^ and by it 
J apan received FoAiosa, tlie Pescadores, the 
Liaotimg peninsula, and a war iadeinnity of 
£■25,000,000, whil# China recognised the ind§" 
pendence of Korea. At this point, however, ^Russia, 
France, and Germany interveiied, and forced Japan 
to accept a further £5,000,000 instead of the Liao- 
tung peninsula. In 1897 Germany forced China 
to lease the Kiaochah territory to her, 
and England followed suit by obtaining * 
the important tarbour of Wei-hai-w'ei. These pro- 
ceedings induced Russia to lease the Kwantimg 
peninsula and France to lease’' Kuangchou- 
wan. The construction of a railway 
from Harhin to Dalny and Port Arthur 
was begun in 1899. To guard this 
line Russian troops were posted at 
various points in Manchuria. 

In 1900 a rebellion %nown as the Boxer rebellion 
broke out in China; allied troops from all the 
The Boxer Po’wers pushed on to, and occupied, 
Rebellion Pekin, while Russia occupied the Man- 
churian railway line still more securely. 


Kiao^ii 


au 


The 

Chinese 

Eastern 

Railway 
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In ®t902 Great Britain and Japan, concluded a 
defensive alliance wliich secured eitlie% of tlie two 
parties fair play’’ if war became in- 
^pa^se^^” evitable in ^be East, for tbe two Powers 
Alliance contracted tbai, in tbe event of either 

becoming involved in ivar with a third Power in 
defence of i^s interests in the- Far East, if a further 

Po'wer or Powers intervened, mutual assistance 

should be imdered. 

Russia and same year Jlussia undertook to 

CMna evacuate Manchuria ; but in October the 


evacuation had not ^ commenced,' ' and certain de- 
mands were mad® "by Eussia on China. 

Ill ' 1896 and 1898 Eussia and Japan had signed 
agreements recognising the independence of Korea, 
Russia and 1902 Eussian troQgs began to 

Korea enter Korea, to guard ’mluahle Russian 
timber concessions on the Talu and Tumeii rivers. 

These facts and the terms of the Eussian de- 
mands on China, gave the ■ impression that Eussia 
Russia and did not intend either to evacuate, Man- 
Japan cliuria or ' to respect the integrity . of 
Korea, and representations' on the subject were' 
made by Japan to Eussia in 1903. In' August, 
1903, a draft treaty was ' ||resented at ,St Peters- 
burg, which included the demand of Japan to the 
exclusive right to give advice and assistance to 
Korea. Many '■ drafts of treaties were exchanged, 
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and on 13tli January 1904, Japan Anally stated 
that slie^wotld regard Manchuria as outside her 
'“sphere of influence if Bussia would give a similar 
undertaking with regard to Emrea* No reply being 
received, on 6th Februajy the Japanese Minister 
at St Petersburg withdrew from the Bussian 
capital. 

Such is £r brief ou|;line of .the political eTents 
leading^ to the war: The more fundamental 
^ ^ issues, however, a© in many another 

Causes of international crisis, seem to be *oftener 

the War understood than expressed, and* hence 

understood only vaguely; yet it may* be 

said that they constitute the very forces which 

have, with irresistible certainiy, brought the 
belligerents into collision. For Japan the issues 
** appear ♦to We j)artly political, but mainly eco- 
nomical.^ To this we may fairly add that 
the issues were not only political and economical, 

, but also moral. The economical issues 
Economical 

Cause of arose from two causes: first the enor- 

theWar uious growth in the population in 

Japan— 34,000,000 in 1875, 46,305,000 on 31st De- 
cember 1903 ; 2 secondly the quite amazing growdh 
in Japanese foreign trade, and particularly that 
with Manchuria and Korea. In the latter country 
practically the whole, and in the former by far 
^ Asakawa, p. 1, ® Official figures. 
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the Rrger pBit, ol the ever-increasing Yolnme of 
foreign trade was in Japanese hands.® • 

]SFo nation, not even America, could compete 
with Japan in these jnarkets, and therefore ^^from 
Japan’s point of view Sorea and China musi: be 
left open freely to the economic enterprise of her- 
self and others alike.” ^ Russia’s aim was dia- 
metrically opposed® to this* and as Mr Asakawa 
says, Russia’s interests were intelligible^ as are 
Japan’s, but unfoT:tunately ^ their desires were 
antagonistic to one another, so that a conflict 
between an open ^and an exclusion policy was 
rendered inevitable.” 

The moral causes of the war are deeper, but form 
perhaps the most* serious of all the issues involved 
in this great struggle. ^ The onward 
Causes of march of the European* across ^he con- 
the War tinent of Asia had met with effete 
nations and governments whose opposition had 
proved of the weakest. India is in the hands of 
the British, the Turkoman horses are harnessed 
to the guns of the Russian Czar,” Pekin had been 
occupied, and the Chinese, a commercial race, 
appeared unable to prevent the dismemberment of 
their territories. Thus Japan, as indeed to 
all Asia, it seemed that it was reserved for the 
race of sailors and warriors that dwelt in the 
^ Asakawa, p. d2. 
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furthest islands that fringe Asia, to s'lem the* tide 
of Savasion, %r else to finally confess that the 
White is the superior of the Yellow and the Brown. 
Such a sentiment is more easily felt than expressed ; 
but there is no doubt th^ it existed, and helped 
wonderfully to make it seem light to the people 
of Japan to bear the weight and cost of the long 
war, and the*pfeparati»n for it* 

Once .again the war has proved that a people 
whose training teacho^ them to place their country's ^ 
honour first and personal comfort second, who 
esteems it an honour to be caljed {o undergo ^the 
hardships of a military training, is capable of 
nobler efforts, and is, in short, a better race than 
one whose first thought is for peace* to collect riches, 
the only use ,of which is to purchase personal 
comfort.^ There •is no possible doubt as to which 
of the two great Mongol races, the Chinese or 
the Japanese, stands highest in the estimation of 
the world to-day; and history will confirm the 
verdict. That position has been won by the sword, 
and must be kept by the sword. Is it not possible 
that there may be some lesson in this for the 
British people? 

t 

The empire of Eussia, which is singularly 
homogeneous, covers an area of over 8,250,000 
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Russia miles, and had an estimated popu- 

lation in 1904 of close oft 140,000*, 000 
souls, of whom fully 120,000,000 are Russians.* 
The ordinary revenue in 1904 amounted to 
£208,000,000, and he* total debt to aliout 
£750,000,000.1 

Financial reason to doubt that 

Russia eould bsrrow anj-* imaginable 
amount of jnoney necessary to enable her to carry 
.on a war almost incfefinitely. , 

Army • army at the commencement of 

the war jOBsisted of : 2 
Active army with reserves 

Cossacks 

Militia 

Caucasian native troops 

a grand total of 4,541,000 men. ^ ^ 

The army is classified as follows* —Field troops, 
depot troops, fortress troops, local troops, national 
militia. 

The standing army consisted of : 


3,600,000 

346.000 

684.000 
12,0«0 


1. Twenty-nine army corps (two in Turkestan, two 

in East Siberia) 

2. Various cavalry divisions and brigades, rifle 

brigades, and other troops. 

The composition of army corps varies, and the 
numbers of those taking part in the war will be 
from time to time stated ; each consisted of 

^ Whitaher^s Almanack. 2 q.. 27 
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two divisions and corps troops. The *w]iole %aie 
popidation is liable to serve for eighteen years in 
tile active army, and for five years in the militia. 
The Cossacks and Finns serve ^nnder special terms, 
Tlfe men who form Jthe rank and file of 
the Eiissian army are almost all il- 

2d HlTof liberate peasants, of fine ph^^siqne and 
the Russian hefoic endurance. T*he Russian soldier 
^ lias proved beyond dispute 'Qiat defeat 
after defeat does njt destroy* his naoral; when^ 
well led he is a raost formidable enemy, lint, as 
he lacks education and intelligence^ resource and 
initiative cannot be expected of him. The officers 

are, like the men, brave and enduring, 
The Officers , , j « ... 

but are drawn irom veiy varying social 

classes? The stafi was highly trained. 

The C^ssacSs ^.nd cavalry were trained alike for 

dismounted and mounted action, but their musketry 

^ . instruction was incomplete, and the men 

Org^anisa- 

tion and of the Cossack corps were wholly illite- 
Armament worthless at reconnaissance.^ 

The artillery w’-as formed in brigades of two, three, 
or four batteries of eight guns. It was in process 
of re-armament with a quick-firing gun at the 
outbreak of the war. ^ndirect laying had been 
little practised.^ 

IF. T. T„ i. p. 66. 

® J. de S. M., 11th series, vol. v. p. 257. Article by Colonel 
Novxkoffi 
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T^e infantry was trained to believe that shock 
tactics in close order are the methods *to employ 
on the battlefield. In peace and war the soldier 
marclied and fongM with bayonet fixed. ^^By 
exalting out of all rq^son moral forces al the 
expense of teclinical science, the mere shock at the 
expense of capacity to manoeuvre, Dragomiroff, 
disciple of Snvarc^, the apostle 'of^ the bayonet, 
had had no difficulty in persuading his compatriots 
that the rifle is ofily a handle for his favourite 
weapoh, and that nothing could withstand the 
elan *oi the Ifussian soldier. What then was the 
good of working 

Undoubtedly this statement has much truth, but 
it omits the fa^it that the soul of Dragoniiroffi’s 
teaching was that the “ spirit of the troops ’’ is 
the most important thing in war. , It was* the fauW: 
of the Russian officers that Dragomiroff’ s teaching 
was twisted to mean that labour at instruction in 
fire action and battle tactics were unnecessary for 
the Russian soldier 

Political should not be forgotten that the 

Condition of political condition of Russia was one of 
Rttssia extreme unrest, and that the feeling of 
the people, and therefore^ of the soldiery, was not 
altogether in sympathy with the war. 

Besides the poor war training of the rank and 

^ Meunier, p. 55. ^ F* v. T., i. p. 8. 
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file, the incapacity of the lower and ‘the hi^er 
Rjissian graces of Russian leaders to wort alone 
Officers or to assume the initiative was particu- 

lariy noticeable/’^ 

All observers noticed the, slackness of discipline 
among, the officers, and the general carelessness 
and laziness. The system of promotion, by which 
officers of the ‘guards got their promotion to com- 
mand of. regiments before ordinary liije officers 
could get their compajiies, did n'ot tend to increase 
any ardour for work. Promotion was by favour * 
pure and simple. • " * 

Duiing tbe war constant bickering amongst tlie 
generals had a most disintegrating effect on the 
surn^ of the operations. The picture of affairs in 
Port Arthur as.drawn by Nojine, though probably 
og y cofoured, reveals how serious this want of 
CO operation was. Red tape was rampant. There 
^ a story of IfojW, that 300 men were sent north 
from Port Arthur after the Tain in a great hurry, 
hey wore part worn,” not "new,” tunics, 

^cordmg to regulation. They were returned to 

be ntted ■witli new tunics. 

The Russian system of supply is, ordinarily, to 
P vide a regimental commander with money to 
Transport P^^°fiase^ supplies for his men. In 

Manchuria this was not always possible, 
and the “ intendance ” procured enor- 
VK. E., 39, 40, p. 35. 
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mous quantities of provisions. The system was that 
the quartermaster-general informs the hbief Inten- 

dant ' officer where troops are "going to^ and ' this 
officer works out -^hat rations will be required, 
and at what points. The intendance office/ then 
requisitions on the transport department to convey 

the rations. 

♦ 

Beyond the railway the •transpoi’t Consists of the 
regimentaj. transport, divisional supply , columns, 

^ and special (auxiliary) transport columns. It 
seems that in the regimental and divisional trans- 
port eight days’ biscuits and six days’ groats were 
carried. The transport vehicles consisted of four- 
wheeled waggons and two-wheeled carts. These 
latter were the ordinary vehicle in Manchuria. 
Pack transport was also employed, but not largely. 
The special (auxiliary) transport “coluMns were 
non-existent at the commencement of the war, and 
were only slowly formed. The want of transport 
was destined to hamper severely the Eussian move- 
^ments.' : ' 

Each company was provided with a two-wheeled 
field kitchen; these were most successful. 

The medical arrangements of the Eussian army 
were almost entirely tak^ over by the Bed Gross 
Societ}^ This society supplemented the 
military medical corps, which has only 
a peace establishment, and no reserve. Thus in 
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August, 1|04, between Harbin and Liaoyang tlere 

^ Wdel 

troop, io w“lt:;a.rt“ 

gS 7'“'; r”* *“8* lirMod 

In ft. P 7 I 7“' •■“’ “«<*■ 

in tlie Pacific she had : 

• • ® 

• ♦ 

^ 7 battleships 

•4 armoured cruises • 

7 p^ojfeeted cruisers 
2guardships * 

2 torpedo gunboats * * 

26 destroyers * . 

18 torpedo boats 

4 mining boats 

and a few other gunboats, etc. 

* In the^altfc:. 

8 battleships 

3 second-class battleships 
3 armoured cruisers 

6 protected cruisers 
besides other vessels. 

The Japan. a collection of islands cover- 

eseforces ^ag an area of 162,655 square miles, and 

rnr ^ popul^ion of about 47 00(1000 

■The annual revenue of IQO^ lom ^^00,000. 

tPd tlie debt i5r.60C,O0Od ™ ^25, 500,000. 

* AlmamcA 
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• *At tlie outbreak of war tbe army of 

Army Japan consisted approximiltely of:’* 

# 

Active and Eeserve (Yobi) Army . , 380,000 

2 nd Eeserve (Kobi) ^ . . • • 200,000 

Conscript Eeserve (Hoju) . . . 50,600 

Trained men of tbe National Army . , 220,000 

a total of 850,000 trained men. 

Besides these . were : . . 

Untrained Conscript Reserve . . , . 250,000 

Untrained ftien available for service in tbe * 

» NaJjional Army . . . ^ ^ . . 4,000,000 

Th^ standing; army was organised into: 

« 13 division^ 

2 cavalry brigades 
2 artillery brigades 
Certain'guards and garrison troops 

The reserve (Kobi) army consisted qi thirteen bri-^ 
gades, generally, but not always, ^ixed 1 )rigades, 
one of which was affiliated to each active division. 
On the outbreak of war depot units were formed by 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery regiments to keep 
their own regiments and affiliated Kobi units up to 
strength. 

The system of conscription had been introduced 
into Japan in 1871, and superseded the earlier 
feudal system, f Every Japanese who is 
Personnel physically fit, is liable to service in the 
army or navy, but only the number required is 
1 G. S., p. 20. 
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taken by^ lot, a portion going to the' active •fermy 
and* thence to the reserve army, and a portion to 
the conscript reserve. The officers were a most 
highly educated and trained iiody of men, and the 

staff, formed on the Gerijian model, most remark- 
ably efficient. 


^ The Japanese soldier, nearly a foot shorter on 
he average than his Russian opponent, was none 
the less a most formidable fighter, pf splendid 
constitution, great .endurance? and very cleanly 
habits, he proved well able to stand the ha'rdships* 
of a campaign; and the spirit of 'patriotism and 
self-sacrifice that animated all ranks has been’des- 

can e on so often as to be by now too well known 
to need recounting. ^ * 

• Tf and carbine 
and traced foi; shock action, but also to fight on 

Organisa- though picked, were poor 

Armament °^®®men, and the horses were over- 
in 1 ++ T artillery was organised 

™oIi Particular atros ™ laid on the imuort- 
...co ol coneealmenl. licy were amed wia a 

yardj”°Th^” ° “ '“S'’ 6000 

C Le^cairXt “ r ™ 

of 4.r2.incl. wiw 
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Tl.e inf aiitry was armed with a .256-iiicli maga- 
zine rifle^ and was trained to belieye^tliat tke ^reat 
object of tlie attack w^as to obtain fire superiority®, 
and that ^Hbe aim pf every man must be to press 
forward regardless of Ic^s, and that any wavering 
or lack of dasb vrould lead to increased casualties 
and diminisb tbe cliances of success.’’ 

The infantry took about 200 rounds into action, 
but this was increased by a peculiarity of tbeir 
Infantry equipment. This consisted of a blue cldtb 
Equipment bag about six feet long and nine inches 
wide/ and divided in tbe middle. Rations could 
be carried in one part, and an extra 200 rounds 
in tbe other. When an action was impending, the 
knapsacks were* discarded and the men went into 
action with the holdall worn en bandouliere^ botobs 
the right shoulder. Thus equipped "Hiey j^ere able 
to support a lengthy engagement. 

The Japanese arrangements for supply and trans- 
port were as thorough as the rest of their army 
organisation. Each division had nucleus 
Transport^ troops for transport services organised 
into a ‘‘train ” battalion. The men for 
this service were trained for only three months, 
but were recruited in the same way as for the 
combatant services. The ammunition supply train 
was under the artillery ; doctors and medical per- 
sonnel were attached as required to the ambulance 
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train. Pack transport (ckiefly donke/s) was tsed, 
but a iaan-lia!i.dled light cart proved the most suit- 
able method. The ordinary horse transport cart 
was two-wheeled, and proved tpo weakly constructed 
or the work. For ausiliairy transport on the lines 
ol communication Chinese carts and Korean coolies 
were employed, dtapen posts being established and 
supplies pushed -up froin.post to post. I 'seems that 
.ixjay^ rations were carried with the .troops, two 

cy in the regimenial transport, four days’ in the 
divisional train.i j ^ n cne 

Japan, being a poor country, wSuld require to 
borrow very largely to carry on a great war. ^he 

Financial ' ^^.rd-headed business man,” as the 
papers love to call hiln, is singularlv 
susceptible to influences which are often mo!e sen 

jeal. 0.e single fXe' 

»onM probably cause him to shut up his purse 

^pon the exchanges of London and Kew York 

Ja^ese The Japanese fleet was, of course, 
concentrated fbiit fnr ^ n . 
tie Far East, and consisted of: ^^^isers) m 

7 battleships 
6 first-cl^ss cruisers 

12 second-class cruisers 

13 third-class cruisers 

^ Biijac, p. 93. 
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14 gunboats 
19 destroyers 
70 torpedo boats 


The map shows Japan stretching over 1000 miles 
along the eastern coast of Asia. It was obvious 
The Theatre must be fought out in the 

of War waters of the "&ellow Sea and Sea of 

Japan, and* in Korea, Manchuria, a«id the* eastern 
provinces of Siberia.* • , 

Russia was connected with Eastern Siberia and 

• • 

Port^ Arthur by a single line of railway 5000 miles 
long from Moscow to Harbin. At Harbin 
Railways divides, passing south to Port 

Arthur 550 miles, and east to Vladivostok 300 ^Ues. 
At Tashichiao, 360 miles south of HaiJ^in, a branch 
runs to Yinkou, while from NewAuang Inhere is 
a line to Pekin, Prom Hsinmintun, a few miles 
west of Mukden, a line runs south to Pekin, con- 
necting with the Newchuang-Pekin line. 

In Korea there was a line twenty miles long from 
Chemulpo to Seoul, and another under construction 
from Fusan to Seoul (forty miles completed). 

The rivers w^ere not, wdth the exception of the 
Amur and its tributaries, »of much value. The 
Yalu is navigable in summer for junks 
for some fifty miles, the Tumen is 
hardly navigable at all. The Liao from Yinkou is 
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iiavigable% as far as Newchuang for small steamers, 
^and for junks in times of liigli water to beyond 
Mukdem^ 

%)tli tbe Yalu and Liao we frozen in winter. 
The Amur, however, is ifevigable up to Strietensk 
during the summer months, and its tributaries, the 
Ussuri and Nonni, are also navigable^ for a long 
way. * m 

The •peninsula of Eorea, some 5()0» miles long 
and 150 broad, juf^out from ?he continent ^of Asi^ 
Korea towards Japan, from which it is sepa- 
rated by the Korean straits. Opposite 
its southern extremity is the celebrated Inland Sea 
of Japan, and right in the centre of the straits 
is thg fortified island of Tsushima. 

Koreans soijthern and western coasts afford many 
good hSrbours^ but on the east there is only one, 
that of Gensan. The country is mountainous, the 
population scanty and mainly engaged in agri- 
culture; but, for a considerable force, supplies are 
not procurable locally. There is not a road worthy 
of the name in the country, and in wet weather 
the tracks are well-nigh impassable. The southern 
limit of ice is roughly Chinampo on the west coast 
and Gensan on the east Gensan is, however, diffi- 
cult in winter. 

1 J. of U. S. I. of India. Article by Captain Arehdale, E.H.A., 
vol. xxxiv. ’ 
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MSncliiiria may be diyided rougbly into two dis- 
tricts. Firstly tbe valleys of tbe gr0at rivers,* tbe 
Liao and tbe Amur and its tribu- 
Mancliuria These valleys form rich alluvial 

plains, wonderfully fertile, and, for an almost 
purely agricultural community, densely populated, 
covered with small towns, villages, and isolated 
homesteads. The houses ai^ substantially built of 
clay. Thi% district supplied immense quai:^tities of 
grain, forage, fow^Ss, and pigs for the Etssian 
armies. Secondly the mountains, w^hich so far as 
Southern Manchuria are concerned, lie west of the 
railway line w^hich skirts them. These mountains 
consist of a confused jumble of hills, shutting in 
narrow valleys ^'^hich are themselves broken into 
by spurs which, running down into the valleys, en- 
close steep ravines. The mountains^in^the Liaotung® 
peninsula are bare of trees; north of it, howwer, 
they are forest-clad. In the mountainous district 
the population is scanty, and confined to the 
valleys. " 

The main chain of the mountains of Eastern 
Manchuria is known as the Shanaling. In the 
Liaotung the range is locally called the Chienshan 
or Thousand Peaks, and is divided into the Fenshuiling 
and Hsiungyaoshan ranges, while further to the north 
istheTalingridge.^' 

^ S. ii., 29, 
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Ihere ^are no roads in tlie country ; * but 
important trScts, called Mandarin roads, run, 
Roads from Port Arthur via Eucliou and 

^ Liaoyang to Mukden, and another from 
Korea by Antung and Eenghuangcheng to Liao- 
yang and thence to Pekin. This latter road crosses 
the mam ridge by a series of passes, of which 
the most important is* the Motienlingl the new 
road, however, .crosses by a pass Just ngrth of this 
latter. Prom Takushan one rcfed runs to Hsiuyen 

and thence via the Penshuiling (or Baling) Pass* 
to Hsrmucheng and Haicheng;^ anfither passes by 
the Chipanlmg Pass to Kaiping. There is a road 
along the coast from Antung to Chinchou. Prom 
uiti^en on the Talu a road runs** Aiyangcheng, 
connecting there with one from Pengbuangcheng, 
^nd thence b/S^imachi, Chiaotou, and Penhsihu to 
Mukden. It will be seen that this road was of 
some strategical importance, for a force placed at 
Penghuangcheng would threaten at the same time 
Liaoyang, Mukden, and the railway south of Liao- 
yang by the. roads through Hsiuyen. 

The climate is temperate in summer, but ex- 
tremely cold in winter. In the rainy season, July 
CKmate August, ^the low-lying country be- 

comes a great swamp, and the torrents 
often make a road temporarily quite impassable. 
Mongolia . province of Mongolia is extremely 
rich in cattle and ponies, and contri- 
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btite^d enormous numbers of botli to the Eussian 
intendance.” • , * 

Tlie position of Japan placed communication by 
sea between Vladivostok and Port Artbtir at tke 
Communica- of tli« Japanese fleet, and the 

tion by Sea communications between Japan and Fn- 
san conld^ hardly be seriously disturbed unless 
Eussia gained complete cojitrol of* the sea. 

The coaafc line of Southern Manclmria i§ a diffi- 
cult one for the op&’ation of landing troops. 

The limit of ice is, roughly, Gensan on the east, 

* • ** 

Chemulpo on the yest. The ports of the Kwan- 
tung peninsula are always ice-free. 

The brief remarks above and a study of the map 
will enable us to* form a fair idea of the respective 
^ ^ situations before the war. On the one 

side we find a very gre|,t\,nd f)Owerf uP 
nation with almost limitless resources, but handi- 
capped by material difficulties in transporting her 
men to a distant frontier, and by the moral dis- 
advantages that the hearts of her people were not 
in sympathy with the war, and by the fact that her 
troops were not sufficiently educated and trained for 
modern fighting. On the other side we find a 
nation smaller, but with ^its power concentrated, 
close to hand, and possessing the moral advantages 
which Eussia lacked. So remarkably did this 
aflect Sir Ian Hamilton that he actually had 


24 


the RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 

the ^ courage to prophesy the event" before’ the 
war.i 

pistrfDution necessary to examine how 

1904 ^**' forces distributed at 

the time of the outbreak of hostilities. 
The Eussian fleet of seven battlaships, six 
cruisers, thirteen torpedo boats, etc., was at Port 

Naval Forces first-class cruisers and some 
torpedo Aeats were at Vladivostolf; and 
the Variag, a second-class cruiser, ^with th^. gun- 
boat KoTeetz, were at Chemulpe. 

Ihe Japanese fleet was concentrated in the Inland 
Sea. 


Army Russian forces'^ east of Lake 

Baikal consisted, so far as can b 
judged, Of;i ' . ^ 


Field troops : 

Infantry (96 battalions) 

Cavalry (35 squadrons) 

Artillery (25 batteries, 196 guns) 

Engineers (13 companies) 

Total 
Fortress troops 
Bailway troops 

Frontier guards, 55 companies, 

55 squadrons, 6 batteries (48 guns) 23,450 
Total combatant strength 148,800 


92,000 

5100 

6400 

2700 

106,200 

7700 

11,450 


^ I. H., p. 4. 


' G- S., p. 32. 
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It is believed^ bowever, tbat at tbe co|ame 2 ice" 
ment of tbe campaign tbe strengtli of a battalion 
was only about 700, and of a squadron about 100, 
and tliiis tbe total field troops would amount ojcily 
to some 80,000 men. It iliust be remembered, too, 
that these troops were scattered over an immense 
area, and l^d still to garrison the fortresses and 
guard the railway. •• 

The distribution of the field troops* was probably 
much as follows:— * • , 

1. yiadivostol^ and Ussuri District : 

. 48 battalions 

12 squadrons 
4 companies engineers 
112 ^ns 

2. Kwantung Peninsula and Southern Manchurm : 

30 battalions ^ 

12 squadrons » 

8 companies engineers 
40 guns 

3. On or near railway south of Harbin : 

8 battalions 

11 squadrons 

12 guns 

Thus the actual force at the end of April avail- 
able for active operations, could hardly have ex- 
ceeded 60,000 bayonets, 3500 sabres, and 164 guns.^ 
The field troops in the Far East, except tvfo 
infantry brigades, were organised in brigades of 
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oj 4w„ br,fMi„J'erck~TT 
."'“■ef "f of three betferies ToT 

‘0 pe.e the H*. re^j^ef,-* 

“inwSetrt’o*’ 

ts %^eie to come from Bxissia. 

Strength of ' ®®®“s a fitting point to give the 

& f”“»l *»8tb of 
.ion 

In a Siberian Rifle Division 

of artillery, 4 batterif(^^ 

.In an Infantry Division ’ 

Each regimeflt had 4 battalions 

Tie brigade „ ^ 

Thus the strength was : ^ ^ 

Rifle divisions: 12 battalions 

T p ^2 guns 

Infantry divisions: IGbattalions 

4:8 or 64 guns 

^ noglmlw two 

™ny . 6.gaa w artiC 

Engineers Engineer battalions were part of an 
army corps. ^ 
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Japanese Japanese division consisted of : 

Division Cavalry , — 1 regiment (of 3 s(|Uadrons) 

Infantry , — 2 brigades of 2 regiments (of 3^ 
^ battalions) 

Artillery. — 1 regiment, 6 batteries (of 6 g%ins) 
Engineers. — 1 battalion (of 3 companies) 
r 3 squadrons 
, I 12 battalions 

1 36 g«,» . . 

Is companies engineers 

* Six divisions bad field artillet'j. 

Six divisions bad mountain artillery. 

Oi^e division bad three batteries field, three batteries 
mountain. 

a Eobi brigade consisted of 
Brigade 2 regiments of 2 battalions ^ 

Total, 4 battalions 

Mixed Kobi ^ '' mixed ” Kobi bj^i^ade -^as an* 
Brigade independent unit, and bad as combatant 


Mixed Kobi 
Brigade 

troops : 


Cavalry 
' Brigade 


.An Artillery 
■BrigMe 


6 battalions 
3 batteries 
1 company engineers 

A cavalry brigade consisted of 

2 regiments of 4 squadrons 

Totalis squadrons 

An artillery brigade consisted of 

3 regiments of 6 batteries 

Total, 108 guns 


28 


THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 


Allow^pg for the fact that the Euss*ian strengths 

^were not confplete, it may he taken that a Eussian 

infantry division was 12,000 strong, 
Comparison « , . , ^ 

ofl^ssian witli lorty-eigiit »to sixty-fonr guns; 

DiviifonT®® Siberian rifle division, with which in 
the earlier part of the war we are chiefly 
concerned, 8500, with thirty-two guns ; ^a Japanese 
division was at least 12,000, with thirty-six guns. 

The Eussian forces on land and sea were com- 
manded by the viq^eroy Admiral Alexiefl, a man oj 
Admiral si^cty-one years of age. He had served in 
Alexieff navy, but held jnany shore appoint- 

ments. He had commanded the fleet in eastern 
waters in 1897 and 1898, had charge of the Kwan- 
tung ^Peninsula 1899-1903. In Tugust, 1903, he 
had been nominated viceroy. He was a represen- 
■tative of the^E^ssian forward party in East Asia. 

In Vladivostok the troops were commanded by 
General Linevitch, a veteran of every war since 
GMeral enlistment. He was sixty-six years 

Old, and had risen from the ranks. 

fleet was commanded by Admiral 
^ Starck, an undistinguished personaliiy. 
The chief of the General Staff of Japan was Mar- 
shal Oyama, a man of ^ty-two years of age. He 
Marshal ^lad commanded the army in China for 

yama ^ reputation 

for solidity and capabEity. 
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Admiral comraanded by^ Admiral 

Togo Togo, wlio bad served in* every grade 
and seeE service in tbe Cbina War. ® 

• 

# 

• 

In considering tbe general outlook it may be 
permissible^ to quote Colonel KiggelTs clear expo- 
^ ^ sition of tbe sitimtion. He says: ^^As- 

strategical §uming success of tbe Japanese^ on tbe 
Outlook necessarji to bave plans ready 

for tbe next move. Wbat should be tbe first ob- 
jective on land*? Wbat would be tbe best line of 
operation? Must tbe army remain idle while tbe 
situation was developing, or could it do something 
meanwhile?’’^ ^nd be answers these questions 
thus: On land or on sea tbe enemy’s fighting 

forces must be the first objective. J^^en bis forces^ 
are divided that ivhich is most immediately dan- 
gerous should usually be first dealt withJ^ The 
most immediately dangerous portion of tbe Russian 
force was obviously tbe Port Arthur squadron, 
which so long as it was a fleet in being” was 
a standing menace to the communication of tbe 
Japanese army with its base in Japan; a fact 
wbicb led to a peculiarly complicated strateg- 
ical problem in which a Russian fleet became tbe 
objective of a Japanese army.” Port Arthur was 
1 Kiggell, p. 361. 
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also to |he Japanese a political and ’moral factor 
^of ae Higher importance. Its position gave it its 
•political importance; its moral importance lay in 
the^fact tiat it had once alneady been a Japanese 
possession, and Eussia was the active cause of 
Its ^ having been given up. In its recovery, 
as it seemed to the Japanese, lay the road to the 
recovery of Japanese honour. * 

The ,Eussiaps were bound to concentrate on 
e railway. To attack them ^Tapan must advanqp 
either from Vladivostok on Harbin, or fro'm Port 
Arthur on Harbin. The first .line -would threaten 
he communications of troops south of Harbin,’ the 
second of troops east of Harbin. The first line 
would necessitate a landing on a -Barren coast, ice- 

ctrel'"'^ T ^ powerful for- 

tiess. True «he line of the Amur might be used 

in summer, but that was far off. The other line 

was obviously better. There are good ports on the 

lao ung peninsula, the navy would secure the left 

. ndsidiary bases to be formed. An army operating 

. om Korea could unite with one from the south 

s-oout Liaoyane*. wlier^aq in n-nU •±■1 

. / ^ wnereas to unite witii one from 

adivostok would require a most arduous march 
bv 

by land as well as sea. 

It should be reiterated that Korea must be occu- 
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pied by Jap&i, this being the chief prize of the 
war. k * 

It is obvious tlien that the first operations of 
the war must take glace at sea. While these 
operations were taking pl|ce, Japan would occupy 
Korea, entering the country either from Fusan or, 
if possible, from Chemulpo. To prevent this Eus- 
sian troops might push down either, from Mukden 
or from Vladivostok. From either direction, how- 
ever, they must pass^nost difficjilt country, and it 
was quite certain that such an advance could only 
be madfe in comparatively small numbers. 

Halving secured the command of the sea, which 
it seemed certain Japan would secure, even if not 
completely yet a great measure, and having 
secured her position in Korea, Japan would attack 
Port Arthur, and having landed trdipps |^or the 
siege would push a covering force northwards. 

On the Eussian side the first object must be to 
mobilise all existing troops in Siberia, place Port 
Arthur and Vladivostok in a position of defence, 
bring up some of her immense resources from Euro- 
pean Eussia, and send out her fleet from European 
waters to the Far Bast. 

It is believed that the original Eussian plan con- 
templated a concentration ol troops about Harbin 
to the number of six army corps and three cavalry 
divisions as a field army.^ This operation would 

^ B. 0. Bi., i. p. 68. 
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take SIS montlis. It was believed ttiat plenty of 
time wduld J)e available, and tbe opinion was freely 
t' expressed that the further the Japanese penetrated 
into Manchuria the better.^ The position of Port 
Afchur and the fleet there' would, it was hoped, 

make the Japanese transport of troops difficult. 

'S'. V. T., i. pp, 8, 9, 29, 70, etc. 
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The first Operations — The Japanese Landing at Chemnlpo 
—Naval* Engagement off Chemulpo — Naval Engage- 
ment off Port Arthur — ^Fusther Naval Operations — 
The Adijanee through Korea — The JPosition at the 
end of April — Russians — Japanese — The Battle of 
"" the"" Yaiu — The Action at fiamatang — Losses — 
Comments « 

« . • 

On the evening of the 4th February 1904 the 
Japanese government decided to despatch a squa- 
dron to Chemulpo and another to Port 
Arthur; but to avoid precipitating mat- 
ters at Chemulpo, where a Russian ^ti%nspart ship ® 
lay with troops on board, orders to mobilise the 
army were withheld. It was important to anti- 
cipate Russia in Korea, for in the first place the 
western ports would afford secure bases for Togo^s 
fleet, and in the second place the southern ports 
would be denied to the Russians.^ 

At 6 p.M. on the 5th February four battalions 
of the 12th Division, at peace strength, were ordered 
to embark and occupy Seoul. By 2 a.m. on the 
6th they were embarking, and at 2 p.m. the convoy, 
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escorted by Admiral Urm with a cruiser division 
of seven crtisers and twelve torpedo boats, left 
® Sasebo. On tbe 7tb tbe cable between Port Arthur 
and Chemulpo was cut, and, a Japanese cruiser at 
Chemulpo put to sea. Ai 5.15 p.m. on the 8th the 
convoy appeared off Chemulpo, having met the 
Koreetz and exchanged shots; by 3 a.m. on the 
9th the four battalions were on shore and two were 
moved *up to^occupy Seoul. At 6 a.m. on the 9th 
the Japanese cruisers left haii*bour, and Uriu de- 
manded the surrender of the Variag and ^Koreetz. 
These boats gallantly went out to* meet their fate. 
The Variag was badly damaged and returned* with 
the Koreetz to port, when the crews blew up the 
vessels and went on board neutrafs. 

Meanwhile at 6 p.m. on the 8th the fleet under 
« Admiral Tc^o had concentrated at Round Island, 
« ^ li sisity miles from Port Arthur. Three 

* ort I*.. o '% t 

divisions 01 destroyers proceeded mt once 
to Port Arthur and attacked the Russian fleet at 
anchor in the roadstead. On the 9th Togo attacked 
the Russians with the main fleet, and the result of 
the two engagements was that seven of the Russian 
battleships and cruisers were severely damaged, and 
the fleet was obliged to take refuge in the harbour. 
On the 9th the four Russian cruisers at Vladivostok 
put to sea, but accomplished little. 

As this work is entirely concerned with the mili- 
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tary operations/ and only with those of ^the two 

_ , fleets in so far as they afiected the ope- 

Fiirther . . ^ ® 

Naval Ope- rations on land/ it may be as well to 

rations summarise here the whole of the opera- 
tions at sea during the e^iy part of the war. On 
the 14th February a naval attack on Port Arthur 
was made agid a Eussian cruiser was damaged. On 
the 16th two cruisers piirchj^ed in Europe arrived 
in Japan. O^i the 17th Admiral Makharoff, a^man of 
al^out fifty-five, with% very high.professional repu- 
tation, succeeded Starck in command of the Russian 
fleet at Port Arthur, and infused a new spirit of 
enei'gy into it. On 24th February an attempt was 
made to block the entrance to Port Arthur harbour 
by sinking ships in the fairway. This attempt was 
renewed on the 27th March, on the 27th April, 
and on the 1st May; but the att^^ts were all * 
unsuccessful, though the last was supposed at first 
to haVe succeeded. On the 21st and 22nd March 
and on the 15th April the fleet bombarded Port 
Arthur. On the 13th April the Eussian fleet issued 
from Port Arthur, but was driven back, and a 
battleship with Makharoff on board was sunk by 
a mine. On the 15th May a Japanese cruiser was 
sunk in a collision, and another struck a mine. 
On the 15th June the Yladivostok cruiser squadron 
sunk two Japanese transports conveying troops of 
the ; 6th Bivision. 

On the 23rd June , the Russian fleet again issued 


36 THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 

■' ' — — — 1 : 

m ' ■■■ 

from Pq|t Artlmr and again was driven back; and 
on tbe lOtb August tbe fleet issued out again^ but 
® was dispersed and destroyed. . On the, 14th August 
Kapiiniura caught and attacked the Vladivostok 
cruiser squadron and sank the Rurik* In sum, the 
Japanese navy was universally successful defeated 
and destroyed or blockaded the Bussian fleets, and 
preserved inviolable the seaway from Japan to the 
ports of Southern Manchuria and Korc^a; finally it 
established a closq, blockade ofHhe Kwantun^ 
sula to assist the siege of Port Arthur. 

Reverting to the military operations, the landing 
at Chemulpo showed how carefully every detail 

had been prepared for. The transports 
The Disem- _ . ^ ^ 

barkationat towed or carried sampans (large flat- 

Chemulpo boats), which carry thirty to 

forty men, Sr jive to ten horses. They also carried 

piers all ready cut, and fitted so that they could 

be put together in a few hours. As each body of 

troops landed it was passed on at once, without 

confusion. With the supplies were landed at the 

same time the coolies and carts to remove them. 

The absence of noise and confusion was marked by 

all who witnessed the operation. 

On the 6th February the guard, 2nd, and 12th 
Divisions, were ordered to mobilise. By the 14th 
Japanese Division had completed mobilis- 

Mobilisation ation and embarked at Nagasaki in six 
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groups. By tlae 21st tlie whole division Jiad dis- 
embarked at Gbemnlpo. , Two regimeifts (4t]i Divi- 
sion) were sent to Seoul and Fnsan ; Masampo and ® 
Gensan were occupied* and garrisoned by Japanese 
troops. « . 

Thanks to sea power and the prompt despatch 
of: troops, ^ Chemulpo had been secured as a 

Comment ^^^ding-place an^ the -occupation of 
S^oiil effected without opposition.. These 
successes had saved •the 12th »]Qivision the long 
march from Fusan to the capital, and for the 
benefit of the troops, that soon would follow from 
Japan an experiment somewhat similar might be 
repeated further north. 

At present, however, Chinampo was still ice- 
bound, but on the 21st February a Japanese 
Pingyang detachment had occupied PSigyang, and ’ 
occupied posts were established between that town 
and Seoul. On the 23rd the cavalry of the 12th 
Division reached Pingyang, and was followed on 
the 25th by the leading infantry. By the 18th 
March the 12th Division had cleared Pingyang, 

Anju occu- Anju was occupied by 

pied cavalry supported by a force of four 

battalions,^ which occupied ^ the line of the Che- 
chen river.,' 

Meanwhile on the 10th March a landing was 
^G.S., p. 45. . 2 0. a, p. 45. 
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effected ^at CMnampo, and an advanced force of 
Disembarka- tlfe guard and 2nd Division, consisting 
Troop^sat divisional cavalry (six squadrons)/ 

Cbmampo an infantry regiment, two battalions of 
engineers, and two telegrapli companies/ landed 
there on the 13th. A portion of this force marched 
at once for Anjn, and by the 18th the^ force there 
had reached a strength of eight squadrons, five 
battalions, ono battalion engineers.^ The remainder 
of the guard and*" 2nd Division completed their 
disembarkation by the 29th. 

The engineers had been at^ work on the roads, 
but in the middle of March, when the thaw set 
Arrange became well-nigh impassable, 

meats for As, however, the Russian force on the 
an Advance bank of the Yalu was reported 

^ to consist on5y;pf some 1500 to 2000 cavalry, General 
Kuroki, the commander of the 1st Army, as the 
force of three divisions in Korea was now called, 
decided to push forward, and ordered the Chechen 
and Taing rivers to be bridged; a covering force 
of seven squadrons, two batteries, and five bat- 
talions was sent forw^ard from Anju. 

The supply question was the chief difficulty. 
Reconnaissance had shown that the only prac- 
ticable road was that along the coast; the bulb 
of the army, therefore, followed this road, while 
^G. s.,p. 46. 
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a riglit-flank detacKment was sent alon^ a road 
fartker inland. • 

On tke 28tli Marcli tke guard cavalry and a small * 
force of infantry eng^ed 600 Russian cavalry near 
Tiessu and occupied tkai^ place. On tke 31st sup- 
plies reacked Anju by boat, and tkus on tke 1st 
April tke ^advanced troops were able to move. 
These consisted of : 

* 5 squadrons • • 

^ ® 2 batteries mountaSi^rtillery 

. 3 battalions 

1 company engineers 

Supplies were landed at points along tke 
coast, five depots being formed, of which tke 
most important was Rikako;^ and by 7tk April 
enough stores had been collected for tke main army 
to advance. ♦ ^ " 

On tke 4tk April tke advanced troops reacked 
Wiju and Yongampo, tke 12tk Division being in 
support south of Tiessu. Tke flank 
Army ad- guard (one squadron, two batteries 
vances mountain artillery, three battalions) 
held Tongpyon, and was to march on Siojo.^ 
The main army advanced as follows: on tke 
4tk April tke 12tk Division in two columns at 
a day’s interval, then at two daysV interval tke 
guards, also in two columns at a day’s interval, 
iaa,p. 48. ma,p. 48. 
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last at Itree days’ interval the 2nd Division in 
two columns *at a day’s interval. 

On the 8th and 9th there was a terrible storm 
which destroyed bridges andL delayed the march; 
however, the supplies at Kikaho were not injured. 
On 8th April the advance guard entered Wiju, and 
on the 21st the concentration south of Wiju of 
the whole army was co^npleted, with lines of com- 
munication to ,Erikaho, Boto, and Quigmpo. On 
the 20th the flank geard had rsached Chiangsyong, 
The movement had been slow, hut when the diffi- 
culties are considered not only, does it appear that 

Comment iaevitahle, but that the march 

was really a rapid one.^ 

Turning now to the Russian "haovements, Ad- 
miral Alesieff, the viceroy and commander- 
^ussian - m-Bhief in the Far East, had done 
vements jjgg^ remedy the unfortunate 
state of unpreparedness in which the forces 
were. Still the work was slow, and it was not 
e ore the end of April that the reorganisation, 
mobilisation, and concentration of the troops east 
of Lake Baikal were complete.^ In the course of 
this concentration the peace arrangements were 
abso utely ignored, and as a result the staffs did 
not^ know the troops, nor in many cases even the 
regimental officers their men. For the concentra- 
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tion the railway was almost entirely used, and was 
fully occupied. Thus the forwarding* of reinforce- 
ments from Eussia was not possible. , « 

To command the t:^oops in Southern Manchuria 
under Alexief, General ^Kuropatkin, a soldier of 
Geaera! greatest ability, who as a young 

Kuropatkin had been chief of the staff to 

Skobeleff outside Plevna, was despatched from St 
Petersburg, w^'hore he was the War Minister. He 
had the full confidence of tha Czar, the nation, 
and the army, and was an indefatigable worker.^ 
He was*fifty-six years old. 

The first step taken in the mobilisation had been 
to send a supply of rolling stock across Lake Baikal, 
which was at that’ time frozen solid; sixty-five loco- 
motives and about 2400 trucks^ were thus conveyed 
across. More sidings were constructed, and work 
pushed forward on the new railway round the lake. 

Steps in the mobilisation the 

MoMisatioa East Siberian Eifle Brigades were to be 
converted to divisions by sending from Eussia an 
extra battalion to each regiment and a fourth 
battery to each division. A new division had also 
just been formed, the 9th East Siberian Eifle 
Division. The line was, therefore, taken up during 
January, Eebruaiy, March, and April in conveying 
to their places of m.obilisation and moving thence 

^F. v. T. ,163. ^ 
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to tteir places of concentration stores, supplies and 
ammnnition, %nd tiie following troops: — 

L The 9t!i E. S. R. Division! 

3rd Sapper Battalion ♦ 

3. Reservists for Brigades of 31st and 35tli Infantry 

Divisions at Vladivostok 

4. 3rd Battalions and 4tli Batteries ^ 

5. Reservists of the Rifle Divisions aifd of the I. 

Siberian Infantr^ Division 

6. 6*' regiments of Cossacks * 

7. Advanced tropf s of IV. Silferian Corps ^ * 


It gives some idea of the time required, tEat 
to mobilise the IV. Siberian Cbrps, which is local- 
ised west of Lake Baikal, and consists of the 2nd 
and 3rd Siberian Infantry Divisions, it would take 
forty-one days. 

The capacity of the trans-Siberian line has been 
much discussed. The Novoe Vremya^ a Russian 
Capacity of paper, published an official statement 
sSerian which is of interest. During February 
Railway and March three to four trains per diem 
were run each way, in April five trains, in June 
seven trains, in August eight trains, and so on 
until the maximum of thirteen trains a day each 
way were run. The trains were long, thirty-two 
carriages; excellent a/rangements for food, etc., 

1 K. E., 39, 48, p. 49. 

® Req[uired to complete the E. S. K. brigades to the footing of 
divisions. Vide preceding paragraph. 
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were made, and Freiherr von Tet%n testi- 
fies that the horses stood the jourfley perfectly. 
The circnm - Baikal line was opened on the* 
25th September. Towards the end of April the 
Enssian forces began assume a fairly definite 
shape. 

^ In the Kwantnng peninsula was Gene- 
I^aSihltat Stoessel, witb- General Smirnoff, a 
end of April distinguished engineer, fortress corn- 


had : 


mandant.* To defaod Port Arthur he 


, 4th and 7th E. S. E. Divisions 

5th B. S. E. Regiment (2nd E. S. E. Division) 

1 sotnia of Cossacks 
Fortress troops 

( 1 squadron 
27 battalions 

56 guns * * • * 

111 or near Vladivostok General Linevitch had 
under his command : 


8th E. S. E. Division 
2nd E. S. E. Division (less 1 regiment) 
One and a half regiments of Cossacks 
Fortress and railway troops 


J 9 squadrons 


Total field troops < 21 battalions 
1 56 guns 

The Manchurian Field Army under the direct command 
of General Kuropatkin : 
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East ^etachment (or advanced guard on the Yalu)^ 
General Eassulich : 

3rd E. S. R Division 

6tli E. S. R. Division (less 1 regiment)^ 

% 1 mountain battery 

Half 2iid Sapper Batlalion 
One machine gun detachment 
General Mischenko’s trans-Baikal Cossack Brigade : 

1 horse artillery battery 

Argansk and Ussuri Cossack Eegiments 
Colohel Madritoff’s detachment : 

2 squadi’onse r 

2 detachments mounted scouts “ 

j" 24 squadrons 
21 battalions 


Total field troops 


62 guns 


I Half battalion«engineers 

I. Siberian Army Corps (General Stakelberg) posted 
about Yinkou and Taschichiao: 

« J^st ani. 9th E. S. R. Divisions 

Primorsk Dragoon Regiment 
1 regiment of mounted frontier (or railway) guards 
1 horse artillery battery 

II. Siberian Army Corps (General Vassilieff) posted 
about Liaoyang and Haicheng : 

5th E. S. R. Division 

2nd Brigade 31st Infantry Division (X. Corps) 
2nd Brigade 35th Infantry Division (XVII. Corps) 

^ iYB.— -The 4:th Batteries of these divisions, like the 23rd Regi- 
ment (6th E, S. R. Bivision), ieflr Liaoyang for Fenghnangcheng on 
the 30th April. 

2 Every E. S. rifle regiment provided a detachment 100 strong 
(called also a Commando) of Okhotnoki or mounted scouts. They 
were generally employed with the regiment. 
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Rennenkampf’s trans-Baikal Cossack Division, posted 
near Liaoyang » * 

4 regiments of Cossacks 
2 torse artillery batteries 
Amur Cavalry Regiment ^ 

Vercbnewdinski Cc^sack Regiment 
Total in and South of Liaoyang : 

44 squadrons 
52l>attalions 
162 guns 

Lines of Communication: * • 

^ Railway troops * ® 

» ^ Frontier (or railway) guards, 55 companies 

55 squadrons^and 16 2-gun (pack) batteries.^ 

1st Siberian Infantry Division 
Cossack infantry, etc. 

The force on tlie Yalu was distributed as follows: 


1. At Antung under Kashtaliijski : 
em 10th Regiment (less 2 companies) 

® 2 Companies 24th Regiment 

1 battery 

1 machine gun company 
400 mounted scouts 

2. At Chiuliencheng, Trusoff : 

12th and 22nd Regiments 

2 batteries 

240 mounted scouts 

3. ' At Tientzu : . ® 

9th and 11th Regiments 
, 2, batteries 

i Of, K. E., 39, 40; Anlage, 7, and Conferences, p. 53. 
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*° Hsiaopuhsiho, under Colonel 

®» 11 squadrons Cossacks 

1 battalion 24th Regiment 
♦ 1 company 10th RegiiiSent 

1 mountain batterf 

5. From the Kouwangkou river to Takushan, with 

patrols a,long the coast as far as Pit^uvo, General 
Mischenko s Cosgack Brigade : 

,11 squadrons Cossacks 
1 horse artillgry battery , ' 

21st Eegiment ^ ^ 

6. Lines of Communication : r ' 

6 companies (24th Eegiment) 

The extreme front watched by this force was 172 
miles. The line of retreat was' to be on Fene- 
huanpheng, except for the right detachment, which 
» was to retire# on Haicheng. 

The force was commanded by General Zassulich 
who seems to have received contradictoiy instruc- 
lons Europatkin directing him to merely observe 
an e ay the enemy/ Alexieff desiring him to fight 

It see^ that Al™a« regarfed the general tftuafc aa 
satisfactory at this time.^ 

The position selected by Zassulich to oppose the 
advance of the Japanesg 1st Army, had its centre 
The Position Chiuliencheng, where he had 

caused entrenchments to be constructed 
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At this point the valley of the Talu is so|!ie three 
to four miles wide, and consists of S, sandy plain 
broken up into many islands by the branches of® 
the Yaln and Ai rive^^s. The ground is open, and 
except for a few trees @n the islands and under 
the banks is destitute of cover. At the confluence 
of the rivers is a rocky height known as Tiger Hill. 
From the high ground in i;^ar spurs run down to 
the river, ending for the most par^i in kiy)lls 100 
to 300 feet in height sloping is^^eply to the river 
bap-k.^ 

e 

Colonel Madritofl’s detachment of about 500 men 
had left Mukden at the end of March, and marched 
Maddtoffs Penhsihu and Saimachi to Kuantien- 
Detachment and thence into Korea about Chosan. 

This force was somewhere to the eastward during the 
battle of the Yalu,^ • * • 

The Japanese, having concentrated at Wiju, set 
to work to reconnoitre the ground, and most ela- 
Preliminary precautions were taken to conceal 

Movements their own strength. The Eussians, on 
the other hand, made no attempt at concealment. 
By the 25th bridging material was ready. To assist 
in the reconnaissance of the main stream, Kyuri 
Island was occupied by a J)attalion of the guards, 
and Kintei Island by a battalion of the 2nd Divi- 
sion, on the night of the 25th-26th. The Eussians 
^ I. H., i, 89, ^ J. de S. M., series 10, vol xxvL 321. 
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now withdrew from Tiger Hill, hnt held on to 
Chukodai. * 

The reconnaissance of the river was now under- 
tai|n; on the 26th and 27th a bridge was built 
from Wiju to Kintei; this bridge was built only 
as a blind.i On the night of 27th.28th another 
bridge was built below it, and bridges near Gen- 
kado were completed.. All the bridgesVwere fired 
on by the Russians, but not damaged.. 

Reconnaissances, •s^ere pushed into the country 
between the Aiho and the Yalu, and the ^urttry 
found to be passable. The actual point of passage 
was now fixed at Suikuchin, where an island 
existed. It was then decided that the 12th Division 
should cross at Suikuchin, and attack be de- 
livered by the whole army on the front Chukodai- 
• Salankqji. To^ obtain simultaneity in the attack 
the 12th Division was to cross on the night of the 
29th, and the attack was fixed for the 1st May. 

A feint was made on the 25th and 26th by a 
naval detachment in the direction of Antung. 

The Russian detachments opposite Suikuchin had 
not failed to observe the Japanese movements, and 
reports were made to General Zassulich, who 
ordered a reinforcement^of the troops in that direc- 
tion; but the order was countermanded on the 30th 
During the 29th the 12th Division successfully 
S., p. S8. 


passed the river and commenced the hridge|; on the 
same day Tiger Hill was reocciipied by^he Eussians. 
Dining the night of 29th“30th, the artillery of the 
2iid Division and a regiment of 4.72 Hownteers, 
which had landed at Quiempo, crossed to Kintei, 
and entrenched. The utmost care was taken to con- 
ceal the guns. The same night the 12th Division 
passed the river and commenced its movement west- 
wards ill tliree columns, the left coljimn alpng the 
right bank of the ri^ier, the cen4;r.e column on point 
95fp aiid the right column, one squadron, one batta- 
lion, making a 'V'ride turning movement against 
Ohiabchiakou. Kashtalinski opposed the movement 
with a rearguard of one battalion and one section of 
artillery, and reported to Zassulich, who ordered 
him to hold his ground. Meanwhile the guard 
artillery from Kyuri had driven the Bussigyis from 
Tiger Hill, and a Eussian battery having opened 
fire from the high ground north-east of Chinlien- 
cheng, on some boats in the river, the mass of guns 
in Kintei opened fire on, and silenced it. 

Russian 0is- Zassulich’s force was dis- 

position tributed as follows: — 

Under General Kashtalinski, holding a position from 
CMuiiencheng to Yaokou : 

12th Eegiment ® 

1 battalion, 11th Regiment 
1 battery 
8 machine suns 
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Left section or left flank guard (Colonel Gromoff) in 
a Ijositign from Makou to Potetientzu : 

2 battalions, 22iid Eegiment 

1 battery (less 1 section) 

i,At Chmgkon: • 

1 battalion, 22nd E'egiment 

2 guns 
At Antung : 

9tb Eegiment 

2 battalions, 1 Ifb Eegiment 
• 1 battery ^ 

General Eeserve at~Tientzu : ® ^ 

10th Eegiment 

24th Eegiment 

1 battery 

Genera] Mischenko’s eleven squadrons were away 
to the west, Colonel Tronkhine’s eleven squadrons 
and the mountain battery had retired north from 
Anpingjio, thus the infantry were left to rely on 
themselves, with some 450 mounted scouts belong- 
ing to the various regiments j most of whom were 
at Antung and Tientzu. 

During the bombardment of the 30th the infantry 
did not occupy the trenches,^ but the batteries had 
suiered, one gun being put out of action. 

The particular duty of the left section was to 
cover the left flank of the position at Chiulien- 
cheng.^ 

The general aspect of the position has already 
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been described, and it is sufficient to %dd that 
infantry trenches were placed along the base of the 
spurs rtuaning down to the rwer, and were badly con- 
cealed. Nevertheless the field of fire was magni&ent 
and the position naturally* very strong. Lateral com- 
munications did not exist, and the tracks to be followed 
in retreat wtre bad ; the troops from the Chiuliencheng 
position had orders to ntilish that by Liuchiakon, 
and the resefve the main road to Fenghnangcheng from 
Aiitm'rg; 

At S p.M. on the 30th the 2nd Division com- 
menced to cross, and moving by Oseki and Tiger 
Hill to Chiikodai Island, by daybreak on the 1st 
were there entren,ched, within 2000 yards of the 
Enssian trenches. 

The guards reached their ground ^between the 
12th and 2nd Divisions by 5 a.m., tha 12th Division 
being on the line Salankou to a hill west of Litzii- 
yuan. The division had been rejoined by the 
troops from Siojo. 

The reserve (five squadrons, four battalions) was 
assembled at Kyuri; one battalion escorted the 
Howitzers on Kintei.' 

The base at Eikaho was closed, and transports 
were ordered to await the® result of the fight off 
Antung. 

General Eashtalinski, who commanded at Chiu- 
liencheng, received positive orders from Zassulich 
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to lioldf Ms ground. All uiglit long tke Eiissians 
heard the mWemeuts of the Japanese. 

At 6 A.M. on the 1st the Japanese batteries opened 
fire^, and about seven the order for the simultaneous 
Action advance of the^three divisions was given, 
commenced The advance was at once carried out, 
and on reaching the Aiho the troops came under 
a hot fire. For a moment they wavered, but rallied 
and pressed on, though the left flant of the 2nd 
Division was checked for a sp^ce. The inner flanks 
Front pene- guard and 2nd Division penetrated 

trated the Eussian front between Yaokou and 
Makou, and about 8.30 a.m. occupied the Eussian 
trenches, from which the defenders had already 
withdrawn. 

The accounts of the Eussian proceedings are 
somewhat confused. 

The troops composing the Eussian left 
section, under Colonel Gromoff, found 
themselves attacked in front by the guard and on 
the left by the 12th Division. 

The extreme left beyond Potetientzu was held 
by the 5th Company, 22nd Eegiment, and between 
it and Potetientzu the right of the guard division 
penetrated. 

Gromoff thereupon withdrew the isolated com- 
pany, and about 8.30 a.m. decided to throw back his 
left, and take up a position on the ridge parallel to 


Retreat of 
22nd Regi- 
ment 
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tie Cliingkou road, from wiici latter place lie 
lioped to be reinforced by tie other battalion of 
liis regiment (tie 22 nd) and a section of artillery. 
While tie section reserve was moving to the posi- 
tion selected on the riflge, the above-mentioned 
irruption of the Japanese troops between Makon 
and Yaokoij was reported. Gromoff now decided to 
retire on Chingkon. The baitery, turning first one 
way and th^n another, was captured by the Japa- 
ne^^^^ard. * '* « 

The Chingkon detachment also found its line of 
retreat imperilled, and retired about 10.30 a.m., 
after a sharp action. 

_ . Thus about 9.30 a.m. the Russians’ right 

Situation section had retired in good order, as 
at 9.30 a.m. Chingkon detachment. The left 

section under Gromofi had lost somg BOO men and 
six guns, but were out of danger. 

Kashtalinski now occupied a position on the right 
bank of the Huntuhotzu stream, with the four bat- 
talions, the battery, and machine gun battery. 

The Japanese at this time were: 2nd Division 
concentiating with the General Reserve hear Chiu- 

Japanese hencheng ; Guards, on the hills between 
Situation at Yaokou and Pot^tientzu; 12th Division, 
9.30 a.m. north of Potetientzu, right 

climbing ridge west of Fangtaitungtzu. The artil- 
lery of the 2 nd Division was in position on 
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Cliiikodari, two batteries close to CbinlieBcbeng ; 
that of the guards in position between Yaokon 
and Makou ; that of the 12th DiYision on the right 
banJv of the Aiho; the Howitzers on Kintei Island., 

It was 9 A,M. when tlfe Japanese occupied the 
Russian position, but they did not move forward, 
possibly because the 12th Division was fii^ding its ad- 
vance so difficult and ^low. At 9.30 a.m., Zassulich 
ordered i:he trcrops at Antung to withdraw on Tien- 
tzu, which they* did about* noon, and 
10 A.M. he ordered Kashtalinski also to, wkh- 
draw, forming the rearguard to^the whole force.*, To 
reinforce him two battalions (11th Regiment) and a 
battery were ordered up from Tientzu, whither they 
had come from Antung. 

About 11 A.M. Gromoff, who was on the saddle on 
the Chingkou road, was joined by the battalion of 
the 22nd Regiment from Chingkou, and seeing the 
Japanese pushing round his left he withdrew, 
arriving safely on the main road. 

About 11.30 A.M., KuroM directed a pursuit by the 
reserve along the Hamatang-Fenghuangcheng road, 
the 2nd Division to move on Antung. 

The threat of this advance, which, as a matter 
of fact, Kuroki had decided not to press, caused 
Eashtalinski to withdraw, and about this time he 
for the first time realised that Gromoff was beaten. 

The road along which the Russians were retreat- 
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ing runs throtigli a valley bounded by st^ep and 

_ rocky bills. South-east o^ Hamatang 

e € rea valley narrows to about 1000 yards, 

and on the south side# of the road is a rocky ri^ge 
about 150 feet above it,* while on the north side 
the hills slope steeply to the Huntuhotzu stream. 
The 1st an^ 3rd Battalions, 11th Eegiment, were 
now ordered to occupy hill §70, and did so. The 
battery w^hich accompanied these ];)attaiiQ?is was 
or dered to return tcf the main^ i:oad. At 2 r.M., 
just as the wagons of the battery reached the 
northern mouth of Jhe gorge, they were fired on 
by Japanese troops. It was the 5th Company, 24th 
Regiment, of the 12th Division. The wagons 
escaped, but not so the guns, which, finding escape 
blocked, came into action to assist the two bat- 
talions, 11th Eegiment. All efforts of ♦the ig/Ussians 
to drive back the obstinate J apanese company 
failed, and two battalions of the 4th Guards and 
one of the 30th Eegiment now approached the 


Kashtalinski’s troops, as they fell back, also came 
under fire. The battery, the machine gun section, 
and several companies (probably five) went into 
action, the remainder of these troops continuing 
their march and breaking through. 

As the ring closed round the doomed remnant, 
various attempts were made to break out, and a 
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TheCha^e attack was delivered by the 3rd 

”* tto 11th E,gi„eBt. With 
^ ^ baad playing and colours flying tbe bat- 

talion went forward to the aiiack with the bayonet 
as they had practised so •many many times before 
on their barrack fields. Their invisible foes, for 
they do mot seem to have crossed bavonets with 
any of the enemy, lay and fired at them. Many 

escaped, amoiig them sixteen of tha thirty-two 
bandsmen; these .Aen afterw?hrds received the St 
u-eorge’s Cross. 

Otaduallj- the Russians on the hill tsere'driien 
own into the valley, and more Japanese troops 
c^e up. The gallant 5th Company still held its 

The remainder oi the Uth, portions of the 12th 

^ of the 22nd Regiment ^ apparently 

Md out, the men diggmg themselves into the 

ground dying the engagement. At 5.10 n .. “ 

m Guards to attach witt the bayonet, the white 
Surr^derof shown and the Russians sur- 

ge Rear- rendered. This obstinate resistance en- 

comnlete < 5 ^^ + ^ body to withdraw in 

. Pienmen. Wext day the Rus 

sians reached Fenghuangcheng. 

raUiedtothrLthRt^^nfe*^ eaptoed near Yinkou which had 
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. Tlie losses on either side were: Japanesfi, 1021; 
EiissiaiiSj between 2400 and 3000 [oi whom 600 
were prisoners), twenty-one guns, and eight machine 
guns. ' « ^ 

The general strategical situation required that 
the J apanese advance should be delayed, and it 

C meats purpose that the detach- 

' ment on the Yalu was pushed forward. 
In the words of Europatkin, the detachment was 
p osted not for a decisive action ^against the enemy 
in ^superior numbers/’ The action required was 
sim^Jar to that of Ziethen on the Sambre in 1815. 
The two ways to defend a river line are: 1. To 
defend all the crossings, which necessitates splitting 
up the force into fractions. 2. To watch and delay 
the enemy at the crossings with small bodies, hold- 
ing a reserve in hand to attack th;§ enemy as he 
debouches on the defender’s bank. Typical in- 
stances of this latter operation, are the attack by 
the Archduke Charles on Lannes and Massena at 
Aspern, and Lees’ attack on Hooker at Chancelors- 
ville. Eapoleon has stated that it is impossible 
to prevent an enemy crossing a river, and the 
successful passage of the Lower Danube by the 
Russians in 1877 is a proj^f of the truth of this 
assertion. It follows that the second method of defence 
is the stronger. Up to the 30th July however, the 
Russian dispositions may be described as fairly 
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: soiiudj : K ,it j^as not intended to seriously dispute 
^ tlie passage of the river. The Japanese control of 
the sea made the position of the Enssian right 
preferions. When, howevef, the Japanese had 
made good the crossing and turned the Russian 
left, the time had arrived for a withdrawal, or 
else a hold offensive against the turningt force. If, 
however, Zassulich wag determined to fight a rear- 
guard ahtion, then, in view of the tim^ availahle, 
which was ample, *the following points shoul dJhav e 
been attended to: — ^ ^ 

1. The position for the rearrguard should have 
been strongly entrenched. 

2. A position, or positions, in ^ rear should have 
been prepared. 

3. Good roads should have been constructed and 
interconSmunicittion arranged. 

4. The guns should have been carefully defiladed. 

5. Every unit should have been instructed ex- 
actly what to do when the time came to retreat. 

6. The reserve from Tientzu should have been 
brought up on the 30th within reach, and strength- 
ened by the bulk of the troops from Antung. 

Not one of these points were attended to; in 
particular the intercommunication, a detail which 
could have been arranged in a few minutes, was 
not arranged for.^ Some use could also have been 
^ Conferences, p. 71. 
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found for Colonel Tronkliine’s eleven sqi|adrons. 
Two otber comments on tlie Russiaii dispositions 
appear obvious; the first is that Zassnlich did not 
reconnoitre, or even appear in person, near Cj;iin- 
liencbeng on tbe 30tb ; tie other that Enropatkin, 
from Liaoyang, interfered in the details of the 
arrangenaenjjs of tbe defence.^ 

General Sir Ian Hamilton, who examined tbe 
position closely, is of opinion tbaj: tbe Hussian 
Tact^! artillery rdigbt bave *d4Dne more by bold- 
Reiiiarks ing back until tbe infantry attack com- 
menced, and then boldly pushing in to take a part 
in repulsing it; and be offers as an example tbe 
conduct of Hunt's guns at Gettysburg, which were 
so instrumental in beating off Pickett's great 
charge, and tbe Confederates' guns at Fredericks- 
burg. 

Tbe Russian musketry proved bad, company vol- 
leys being solely employed. Tbe Japanese losses 
were much higher than necessary, owing to the 
denseness of their formation — a thick chain of 
skirmishers and closed company columns in rear. 

The moral effect of this first encounter must have 
been almost incalculable, for it was inevitable that 
up to the last tjiere should be a doubt 
Moral Effect whether the yellow man could 

face and beat, the white. 


I F. Y. T., p. 97. 
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The ^.harge of tlie tattalioa (lltli Eegiment) 
during the 5 .glit at Hamatang indubitably took 
The Action is indeed unfortunate that 

, at Ifemataiig 1^0 war . correspondents were present to 
record the deed in fitting words. What exactly 
the battalion attacked is not clear. Those 
w’ho have seen a modern action ^will know 
how. difficult it is eto locate the enemy, and 
it is permissible to suppose that the battalion 
charged a space where there wSs no enemy, th a^t t he 
Japanese merely thought they were running away, 
and shot as many as they could* before they got dear. 
The German great general staff draws from this story, 
the moral that determined troops^ will always find a 
way but with the bayonet, even against magazine rifles. 
The truth probably is that this depends on how well the 
enemy shoots. 
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CHAPTEE III . 

EVENTS IN MAY 1904 

Disembarkatfon of tbe 2nd Army — The Bail way inter- 
rupted — Movement on OSinchou — 1st Army— 4tli 
Army — 2nd Army — Garrison of P#rt Artkur— -The 
..^JTanslian Position-^Tbe Battle Nanskan — Losses — 

^Comments— 3rd Army undertakes tbe Siege — 4tb 
Army — 1st Army — Bussian Operations on tbe East 
Tront — 2nd Army* moves North — General Situation 
end of May 

One bundred and three transports^ crowded with 
troops bad been lying at Cbinampo awaiting tbe 
news of tbe result of tbe ^attlg of tbe 
These transports carried the 1st, 
3rd, and 4tb Divisions, and an artillery 
brigade, which were destined to land on 
the south coast of Manchuria, between Takusban 
and Talienwan, to cut tbe communication between 
Port Arthur and the main Bussian army, and ad- 
vance along the railway against Liaoyang. Bor 
reasons connected with the suitability of tbe coast 
line, the point selected for the disembarkation was 
Houtusbib, near tbe mouth of the Tasba river, 

1 B. O. R., i. p. 61. 
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Elaborate precaiitioBS were taken by tbe fleet to 
block the ap|)roach of Eiissian torpedo boats. The 
straits between the Eliott Islands and the main- 
land were mined and patroljed. On 6th May the 
disembarkation commenced, and was not interfered 
with by the Russians, who hurriedly fell back 
northwards after making a reconnaissance; on the 
7th and 8th the 3rd^ and 1st Divisions occupied 
a line ^long the Pitzuwo-Chinchou ro^d from the 
Tasha to the Shojiyi rivers. «0n the 10th the 4th 
Division began to land and assemble at Machiatun.^ 

On the 6th a force of the divisional cavalry sup- 
ported by one and a half battalions had moved at 
The Rail- Pulantien and cut the railway, 

way cut It appears, however, * that the damage 
was made good, and the communications were only 
definitely cut about the 13th. 

There v;as constant skirmishing, and on the 14th 
the 1st Division, wdth a brigade of the 4th Divi- 

Movement sion, moved on Chinchou, an<J on the 
onChmchou jgth attacked the Russian advanced 
force under General Eock, four battalions and a 
battery, at Shihsanlitai. The Russians abandoned. 

See Map 3 knights north and east of Chinchou, 
but held the town. Thus Oku^s army 
stood on the 20th May : 1st Division and one brigade 
of the 4th near Chinchou, remainder of the 4tli at 


Pdantien, 3rd Division on tlxe line of the Tasha. 
On the lEtli the disembarkation pomt had been 
shifted to about fifteen miles south of Pitzuwo. On 
the 23rd the 6th Division and a cavalry brigade 
commenced to disembark.® ® 

Meanwhile, on the 4th May, Euroki advanced to- 
wards Penghnangcheng, occupying that town on the 
Gth.^ By the 11th his army vs^s con- 
ist Army centrated at that plac^. On this flank 
the«Oo 4 jsacks were active.^ On May lOtP Colonel 
Madritoff, whose movements were referred to in 
Chapter II., attacked Anju (see Map 3), with some 
600 men. He wag beaten, and his retreat harried 
by the Koreans.^ 

On May 19th General Kawamura arrived ofi 
Takushan with the 10th Division, •which •was to 
form the nucleus of theMth Army, and 
4tli Army commenced to disembark ne^r that place. 

All along the front from near Aiyangcheng to 
near Takushan there was constant skirmishing with 
the Cossacks. In order to further embarrass the 
Russians, a demonstration was made by the fleet 
near Eaiping, as if to select a landing-place. 

At 10 A.M. on the 21st^ General Oku issued 
vo.B.,p. 118. 

® J. de S. M., series 10, vol. xxvi. p. 321. ^0. B,, p. 127. 

0. B.,i. p. 64. 
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orders ^ to his army to concentrate on a line 
Operations S^itsanlitai - Mount Sampson - Saitzuho. 
oftteznd Each division left a detachment of two 
^ squadrons and one battalion. At the 

same time the G.O.C. 5th. Division received instruc- 
tions to occupy a line from Pulantien along the 
Tasha river with the cavalry brigade, his own divi- 
sion, and the detachments mentioned^ and cover 
the rear of the army. 

The Eussians ^bad used the period that had 
elapsed since the commencement of the war to good 
Garrison of purpose, to push on the work *on'*"the 
Port Arthur defences of Port Arthur, to provide' and 
equip the fortress with every necessary, and to 
place a very strong garrison at the disposal of 
General Stoessel, the commander. This o-arrison 
consisted of* 

4th and 7tS divisions of East Siberian Rifles complete 
With the guns (56 pieces) 

5th Eegiment of East Siberian Eifles 
1 battalion of East Siberian Engineers 
3 battalions of fortress troops 
1 battery of 5.7 Q. F. guns 
1 sortie battery 

1 company of fortress engineers 
1 company of fortress miners 
1 telegraph section ^ 

Some frontier and railway guard troops 
Total— 36,000. (There were also some volunteers.) 

0 delay the enemy’s advance General Stoessel 


f HE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR^ 


65 


liad pushed forward the 4th East Siheria]> Rifle 
Rtsssian Division (General Pock) with the 5th 
Nanslan East Siberian Rifle Regiment and five 
batteries towards Chinehon, and a strong positM)n 
had been prepared on the* Nanshan Hill south of 
Ghinchoii. 

This portion is well illustrated by laying the 
left hand on the table •with* the fingers slightly 
bent and a little apart. On the* spurs 
Position represented* by the thdmb and fingers 
were^HE^doubts wdth trenches along their front and 
sides protecting the • valleys, while the highest 
point of the hill is like the knuckle of the middle 
finger.’’^ , 

The hill had a command of aboui 250 to 350 
feet over the plain in front. The extent of the 
position is 3300 yards, and the flank^^ rests ®n the 
sea. The field of fire is good, but within 600 
yards, particularly on the west side, where the 
command is greatest, the ground is broken and 
deep twisting ravines lead in places directly into 
the position. The road communications are good; 
tw^o (unmetalled) roads and the railway afiord lines 
of retreat. The hill of Fankuanling aflords a good 
■position de repli. This position, naturally strong, 
was most formidably entrenched. Thirty heavy 

1 R. A. I. F., vol. xxxiv. p. 94. Article by Captain Archdale, 
E.H.A. 
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gims, qJ old pattein it is true, but powerful, were 
mounted m ^closed works of a semi-permaueut cbar- 
* acter. Lines of fire trenches with zigzag com- 
munications were placed in l^ers, and all the works, 
even the advanced worlfe, were closed by shelter 
trenches. The front and flanks were covered by a 
network of wire entanglements and a number of 
naval mines. Ther^ were two searclilights. It 
seems, ^ however, that the trenches %nd traverses 
w'ere often badly^^ted.^ « 

To occupy these formidable lines General^Fock 
had available some 13,000 men* and eighty guns,^^ and 
in addition the works near Talienwan, also mount- 
ing some heavy guns, could take part in the defence. 
On the position of ISfankuanling only works for 
the field guns were constructed. 

No %rrangements were made for a counter-attack. 
The lines were at present held by the 5th E. S. R. 
Regiment, a detachment of frontier guards being 
in Chinchou. 

The attack was intended to take place on the 
25th, and at 5.50 a. m. the artillery opened fixe at 
Chinchou and silenced the four frontier guards’ guns 
there. The infantry then attacked, but were repulsed. 

0. B.,i. p. 78. 

- This figure is doubtful. G. S. , ii. , seems to show sixty-eight guns 
exclusive of six batteries of Q. B. guns with the 4tli E. S. R. Division. 
Further there were four frontier guard guns and some heavy 
Howitzers. 
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The Attack 


The co-operatioB of four gimboats in Chinclipu Bay 
was expected ; the weather, Sowever, pre- 
vented their arrival. General Oku there- 
fore decided to postpone the attack ^ till next day. 19 
On the evening of the 25th orders for the attack 
.were issued as follows: — 

4th Divisijpn to move on Chinchou, attack it at 
midnight^ and occupy the sonth face of the town 
down to the sea at Chinchou Bay. ^ » • 

1st Division to ocCupy a line'* from the south- 
east^oocner of Chinchou to Chilichuang, with guns on 
the i^ight flank and reserve at Tangwangtun. 

3rd Division to be by daylight on the line Chi- 
lichuang-Hsincliia'^un ; guns in rear of the left 
flank. 

Russian General Pock had distributed his 

Distribution troops on the position as ^ollow» : — 

On the hill of JTanshan, with a company in 
Chinchou : 

5th E. S. E. Eegiment 
Two mounted scout detachments 
Two companies 9th E. S. R Eegiment 
Approximately 2700 bayonets 

of whom only three and a half companies could 
form local and general reserves. 

On the hill of Nankuanling, the 4th East Sibeiuan 
Eifle Division. 

40. R., p. m 0. R., i. p. 78. 


SB. 0. R., i. p. 78. 
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Qn the fight: 

*1 regiment 

1 battery 
In the centre : 

1 regiment 

1 battery ® 

Onfheleft: 

1 regiment 

3 batteries (two of the 7th K S. K Division 
attached) 

At the jimctidn of ^he Dalny and Port Al^thiir railway 
lines : 

1 regiment 

1 battery ^ 

Such a distribution showed a determination to 
utilise the strongly-defended position of Nanshan 
merely as a false front to the position 
of Nankuanling. Had (jeneral Pock 
had any intention of assuming the offensive at any 
time, he would have held more than one regiment 
in his own hand. 

A furious storm prevented the 4th Division 
from occupying Chinchou, and therefore the guns 
of the .1st Division could not get into action. 
Towards dawn the 1st Division occupied, itself, 
the town.^ By 5 a.m. the divisions were in their 


Comment 


Japanese 

Attack 


allotted statmns. About 5.30 a.m., 
when the fog lifted, the guns all along 
the Japanese line came into action, and by 
1 B. 0. E., p. 78. 
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8.30 A.M. most of tlie Russian guns had 
ceased firing. At 9 a.m.^ tlie infantry of 

the 4th Division had gained some ground, and a 
simultaneous attack was made, without firing uj^til 
600 yards from the position,^ and by 10.30 a.m. 
the troops had pushed close up to the foot of the 
slopes of thj hill. The guns now advanced to closer 
range. About 6 a.m. the Japanese gunboats from 
CMnchou Bay were able to assist .the attack; a 
Russian gunboat ant! the Talienwan forts taking 
pa?t- 4 n "the defence. 

! 5 alf a battery froan Nanshan retired to the hill 
south of Ssuchiatun, whence they could fire on the 
right of the 4th Division ; two more batteries 
shortly withdrew to the Isaiikuanling Hill. The 1 st 
Division, which had advanced up close to the obsta- 
cles, found itself hard pressed, and w^s reinforced ♦ 
from the general reserve at 10.30 a.m.^ The 3rd 
Division, enfiladed by the Russian gunboat and a 
battery of field guns near Talienwan, was very 
severely handled. About this time the Japanese 
gunboats, which the ebbing tide had forced to retire 
out of range, were able to again take part in the 
attack. 

ITevertheless bodies of gallant men dashed for- 

% 

ward to the obstacles agaia and again, only to leave 
i B. O. E., i. p. 79. ^ B. 0. E., i. p. 80. 

3p. aR.,i. p. 71. 
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two-tliirds of tlieir numbers lying on tbe bullet- 
swept ground. AH day forward and backward 
^ swept tlie lines of battle, charge after charge was 
and repulsed. As the^^-day wore to evening, 
and every man had bee^n set in the firing line, 
report after report reached the general that no more 
could be done, and that ammunition yas running 
short, but still he refeised to call off his men, and 
right well did. they justify his confidence. As the 
sun was setting, the 4th Division in a last effort suc- 
ceeded in working round the enemy’s left, ^aadeng 
through the sea; a trench was enfiladed, men were 
able to swarm into some of the ravines on this 
flank, and at about 6.30 p.m. the Russians were 
forced to retreat. 

As the fire of the machine guns ceased and the 

rifle fire- slacie^ed, the 1st and 3rd Divisions dashed 

forward over the obstacles, and by 7.30 p.m. the 

J apanese flag was floating from the summit of the 

hill, while a long line of artillery of the 4th 

Division, pushing forward in pursuit, was firing on 

the crowds of men retreating on Kankuanling Hill. 

Advance to At 8 P.M. Oku issued orders to bivouac 
Manknan- 

ling oii the captured position. On the 27th 

a brigade occupied the abandoned Russian position 
on Nankuanling Hill. 

On the 29th the army again advanced, and on 
the 30th entrenched a position west of Dalny. 
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Operations to clear the harbour of Dalny of mines 
were at once begun. * 

After the battle Dock had retired his troops to 
the fortress, leaving \ weak observation line about 
five miles west^of Dalny. The Eussians 
occupied this line in some strength on 

the 30th.^ 

t 

The losses in the battle of^ Nanshan were : Eus- 
sians, 850;^ Japanese, 4324. The Japanese cap- 
tured some ffuns, -fa^iously estimated 
^ from eighty-two 2 to thirty.^ The Japa- 

nese official report s§,ys sixty-eight. 

The battle does not prove that a frontal attack 
against a fortified position is impossible, yet it was 
to the '‘menace on the flank that the 
Comments actually yielded. The only 

reinforcements sent up by Dock to Nanshan were 
the bulk of the 12th East Siberian feifle Eegiment 
to reinforce the right — this was done about 9 a.m.^ 
— and two and a half companies 14th East Siberian 
Eifle Eegiment, sent up too late to the left.^ Thus 
at the end of the day Dock still had under his hand 
three regiments, and at least sixty-eight field guns, 
of which forty-eight at least were quick-firers. This 
disposes at once of the usual criticism, which ap- 
pears in many continental* authors’ works, that a 
reserve should have been held in hand.® 

37, 38, p. 43. ^ B. 0. R. Ji. p. 76. 

‘^Immanuel, p. 115. A, ii 23. 

®G. S., ii. 25. ^Meunier, p. 113, etc. 
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The statements that Stoessel himself conducted 
the battle sffem quite -wrong/ and even Fock only- 
arrived during the morning.® The picture of the 
confusion, the orders and counter-orders, the march- 
ing and counter-marching, of the Russian troops 
previous to the battle, as drawn by Nojine, 
is most remarkable. For example, the 15th 
East Siberian Rifle ^ Regiment was %ent back 
to Port Arthur on the 20th and back again to 
Nanshan on the ^th. Seeing that the Russians 
had had more than three months to elaborate 
their arrangements, this seems peculiar .‘**'The 
quarrelling and jealousy among the senior officers 
of the troops under Stoessel, coupled with their 
incompetency in many cases,' were no doubt 
largely responsible for the Russian failure 
Little more, than 3000 men, with eighty or 
ninety® gunsr held the Japanese 35,000 and 
198 guns fast all day. There is little doubt 
that General Fock lost such a chance as seldom 
can occur. No doubt his orders were explicit that 
he was not to expose more men than necessary, but 
one can well imagine how one of the great sub- 
ordinates of former wars would have acted-a 
Lannes, a Davout, a Manteuffel, a Von Werder, a Hill 

or a Crawford, a Jackson or a Sheridan. 

^Loffler.i.p.50. ® Nojine, p. 70. 

•' Perhaps more. 
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Three battalions sent forward on the left to re- 
pulse the attack of the 4th Division, *while on the 
right the remaining six battalions, advancing in 
a strong line of battle* against the 3rd and 1st I^vi- 
sions, already exhausted *and short of ammunition, 
would surely have carried all before them, and the 
whole Russian force of 12,000 to 15,000 bayonets, 
supported by the fire of^ eighty guns, would 
have reachgd the batteries, would ^ have gaptured 
the pieces, and, if urged forward ‘*518 Stonewall Jack- 
soil j^uld have urged his men, would have so dealt 
with Oku’s troops .that the victory of ITanshan 
would have revenged the rearguard defeat at Hama- 
tang, and have altered the whole aspect of the 
war. But ^^It was the characteristic of the Rus- 
sian leadership that throughout the war it never 
found the right way of escape from ihe defensive 
attitude which it adopted almost of its own free 
wilL^’i 

With regard to the tactics of the battle, the 
great value of machine guns in the defensive is 
Tactical remarked, and also the fact that 

Comments the J apanese artillery, although they 
specially sought to do so, did not locate and silence 
them. 

The 198 guns of the 3rfl Army were controlled 
by the commanding artillery officer stationed on 
^ K E., 39, 40, p. 144. 
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a small but commanding hill (near The 

enemy’s position had been carefully reconnoitred, 
and sketches made of it and of the positions to 
be occupied by the guns. These sketches were dis- 
tributed to the batteries^ It is understood that 
this system of command did not have the desired 
effect.® However that may be, the equcentration 
of the Japanese fire ^n battery after battery in 
turn seems to Jiave been the means by which the 
Hussian pieces w^re silenced.^** 

The position of the Russian Howitzers qp the 
top of the hill seems curiousr.® The air lines^ of 
the telephones in the Russian position which con- 
nected the batteries were destroyed early in the 
battle;® thus intercommunication was impossible. 


While the action at Hanshan was taking place 
the 11th Division had begun landing at Tentai 
Landing of transport was not landed 

till3rd June; but as the cavalry brigade 

to the north, near Wafangtien, was in 
touch with Russian cavalry in some strength, Oku 
decided to call the 11th Division up to him at 


The 1st Division was left with the 11th in the 


^ See Map. 
jSfojine, p. 68 


^ Geddes, p. 34. 

° I. H., ii. p. 325. 


Ibid. p. 45. 

® Nojine p, 69. 
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lines ■ in front of Dalny, and formed the nnclens 
of the 3rd Army, under command of General Ifogi. 
To him was entrusted the siege of Port Arthur, 
with the, following troops: — ® 

Ist, 11th, and 9th Divisions ^ 

1st and 4th Eeserve Brigades 
Infield artillery brigade 
1 heavy artillery reg^ent 
A siege train 

Fortress engineers, etc. # ^ * 


Talienwan Bay was cleared of mines, Dalny used 

as a base.^ , ■ 

«• 


It is now necessciry to return to the eastern side 
of the theatre of war. The 10th Division, which 
The Disem- formed the nucleus of the 4th Army, 
the^oth”^^ was ordered to mobilise* on the 16th 
Division April, and on the 19th May commenced 
to disembark at Kuchiatun, a place some twenty 
miles south-west of Takushan. The beach was an 
open one, and the foreshore, as is the case all 
along the Manchurian coast, is at low tide a large 
expanse of mud flats. A party of blue- jackets 500 
strong landed first, and under cover of them the 
troops began to disembark.. By the evening of the 
19th the whole 20th brigade was ashore, and the 
transport, cavalry, and guns were landing at a pier 
iQ. R.,p.;T40. 
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constructed in two hours by the harbour master 
_ and his staff. 1 It was not. till the 10th June, 
however, that the division complete was ashore. 

^he troops opposing the Japanese at this point 
'Consisted of a brigade of Cossacks supported by a 
regiment of infantry, under Mischenko, with head- 
quarters at Hsiuyen. 

No attempt was made to disturb the landing, 
but on- the 2Dth .a force pushing forward from 
Kuchiatun to occupy TakusEan came in contact 
with some Cossacks, surprising a squadron and in- 
flicting heavy loss on them near Wankiatun.. A 
screen was formed round Takushan, and the dis- 
embarkation proceeded with. Constant skirmishing 
took place, and on 25th May the advanced troops 
of the 10th Division moved up to Koulienho. Taku- 
shan wa-s ut%ed as a base. 

To assist the 10th Division Euroki stretched out 
to right and left; a mixed brigade of the 12th 
Movements Division occupied Aiyangchene on the 
St Army og^jj May, after a sharp engagement. 
After the battle of the Talu, Eennenkampf was 
despatched with instructions to watch the extreme 
Russian eastern flank of the army, to o-uard 

peraions against a inarch of the Japanese 1st 
Army direct on Mukden. Marching via Langtzu- 
shan, he reached the neighbourhood of Saimachi 


^ B. O, K, 108 
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on the Tth May^ with LJnbavin^s Cossack Brigade. 
Here he was joined by the 23rd E. S.*R. Regiment 
and a field battery, and also by eight squadrons 
and two mountain giin,s. His force then amounted 
to twenty squadrons, thrSe battalions, eight field, ^ 
six horse, and two mountain guns. 

Between Rennenkampf^s troops and the Japanese 
there was constant skirmishing, but the Cossacks 
were unable^ to pierce the screen of the J apanese 
lines, for Japanese infantry occupied all the passes 
and the Cossacks could make no headway. Small 
parties on foot, larger, parties mounted, were equally 
unsuccessful, and when Rennenkampf wanted 
information he was obliged to obtain it at the 
head of a strong force.^ The first serious engage- 
ment took place with the mixed brigade of the 
12th Division, already referred to, n«ar Aiyang- 
cheng. It was the result of a reconnaissance from 
which little was gained except that Kuantien- 
cheng was held by the Japanese, and it is worthy of 
note as illustrating Russian methods at this stage 
of the war, that, though Aiyangcheng was still 
held, no troops were left there to watch the move- 
ments of the Japanese. 

DismouBied Cossacks obliged the Japanese ad- 
vanced guard to deploy, bill were soon themselves 
forced by the mountain artillery of the 12th Divi- 
1 K. E., 41,^ 42, p. 54. ^ 41^ 42, p, 55. ^ ii. 95. 
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sion to retire. On tlie 29tli Rennenkampf withdrew 
from Saimachi, leaving a regiment of Cossacks on 
tlie Paliling Pass, His infantry had already gone 
haqk to Chiaotou, and he reported to Count Eeller, 
4^^he commander of the Eas*^t Detachment, that strong 
Japanese forces were in occupation of Saimachi. 

On the 16th May General Count Keller arrived 
in Langtzushan to tal^e command of the East De- 
tachment. He^ found work on positions cover- 
ing the passes already in progress, and formidable 
works were being constructed to cover the approach 
to Langtziishan. As Freiheiw von Tettau points 
out, the position itself was strong, but there was 


room enough in the mountains for the Japanese to 
go round it.^ Keller found his troops distributed 
over an immense length of road : 


3rd. E. S. R 
Division 


6th E. S. R. 
Division 


^ § battalions 20 guns in Langtzushan 

2 battalions 12 guns on the Motienling 
Pass and in Tawan 

1 battalion on the Fenshuiling Pass (1) 

^ 1 battalion near Erhtaotangshan 

3 battalions and a battery supporting 
Eennenkampf at Chiaotou 

3 battalions in Tawan 

3 battalions and a section on the Modulin 
Pass 

3 battalionc (21st E. S. R.) and a battery 
on the Fenshuiling Pass (2) supporting 
^ Mischenko 
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Comment 


Misclieiikoj at Hsiuyen, was further supported 
by a regiment (ISth^ E. S. R.) on the Eenshuiliiig 
Pass (2) sent from Haicheng by the II. Corps. Ten 
squadrons of Cossacks available, besides Een 2 >en- 
kampf’s troops, were d^tributed on the various- 
roads leading from the south and south-east to 
Langtzushan and Tawan; the remaining squadrons 
of these regiments being ^ployed as orderlies, 
guards, etc. » ^ 

The trClips of the TBast Detachment 
were therefore on all the southern roads, 
covering a front of £.fty-five miles and distributed 
in a depth of three days' march.^ 

Towards the end of May, Keller decided to clear 
up the situation in the direction of Fenghuang- 
Keller cl^eng, and on the 29th May made his 

decides to reserve at Langtzushan cjo^se up to the 
advance fx'ont to Lienshankwan. The 2nd Bri- 
gade 2nd Siberian Infantry Division, lY. Corps, 
was ordered by Kuropatkin to Langtzushan in sup- 
port of the movement. 

On receiving Rennenkampf 's report of the 29th, 
and further one from the regiment left near Sai- 
machi, on the 31st Keller decided to march on 
Saimachi instead of Fenghuangcheng. 

. It is noticeable that the Russians were constantly 
worried about the road to Mukden via Saimachi. 


I K E. , 41, 42, p. 56. 
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Movements On 31st May OIeii’s +T-nr.T^o j. , 
flf and Army VVixU s troops turned 

northwards, and on the 3rd June the 

«val^, now near M,a„, «port<d atong bodL „ 

Rnssian infantry at that place. 

At this point it i^ necessary to examine th. 
general Situation. The Janfln«c=, y famine the 

V . 0 ++T ^ ^ere placed 

General the end of Mav * — 

^ t/^e nght, 1st Army about Perm 

Witt dottcWs .1 AiyangoW 

A “ ““ ‘’“’’““y ‘ reae™ brijadr' 

rotSriT 

divisionr Army about Pulantien. Three 

dapoas, a „„a„y 

Of the army at that p Jrt. ‘Concentration 

f . Siberian Corps : Yinkon ir • * 

oHiao. Thirty-two ha+Sr ^nshi- 

y two battalions, seventy-two guns. 
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H.Q. with II. Siberian Corps and part IV. 
Siberian. Corps : Liaoj-ang to Haicheng. Eighteen 
squadrons, forty-four battalions, 118 gnns. 
f' Mischenko’s Cavalry ' Brigade : Hsiiiyen; with 

two regiments and a battery on the Fenshniling^ 
Pass (2) in support, sixteen squadrons, six bat- 
talions, fourteen guns. 

In front of the I. Siberian Corps a brigade of 
cavalry, twenty-two squadrons, a|id si-x guns», under 
Samssonofi, was at Tefissu already In touch with the 
Japanese cavalry. 

Uhere were small* detachments in North-East 
Korea, at Hsinmintun, and in the valley of the 
Liao river, amounting to some twenty squadrons 
and a few companies. 

The remainder of the lY. Siberian Corps was in 
teansport on the railway. Exclusive »of tr<l)ps for 
lines of communication and fortresses, this gives 
an available strength of some 7000 sabres, 142,000 
bayonets, 290 guns. 

Liaoyang was being rapidly turned into a forti- 
fied camp of the strongest nature. Works were 
being constructed at Kaiping, Tashichiao, Hsimu- 
cheng, Shoushanpu, Anshanchan, Anping, etc., and 
in fact on all the roads leading to Liaoyang. 

The Eussian love of positions ” was given free 
play. 
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CHAPTER lY 

c ■ ■ 

EVENTS IN JUNE 

Intentions of Russians — Cavalry Actions on South Front— 
Orders to I. Siberian Corps — Comments — Russian 
Movements — J^anese Movements — JTelissu — Ad- 
vanced G-uard* Action — Battk of Telissu — Comments 
—4th Army advances — Movements on Bast Front- 
General Japanese Advance — Rennenkampf attacks 
Aiyangcheng — Count Keller^’s Reconnaissance-«-lst 
Army advances — 4th Army advances — Occupation of 
the Passes — Comments — General Situation ait end of 
June — Port Arthur 

When Alexieff returned from Port Arthur early in 
May, hS proceeded to urge on Kuropatkin the ad- 
visability of a forward move against the 
Intentions of . 

the Russian Japanese. It would seem that Alexieff 

Commander 0^3^ attack on Kuroki,^ but that 

this was rejected by Kuropatkin on account of 
the lack of transport. Kuropatkin apparently 
did have some idea of moving south against 
Oku in full strength, but tbe reports from tbe east 
front caused him to change his mind, and as we 
have seen he despatched a brigade to the support 
of Count Keller. Still, pressure from Alexieff and 

^ Conferences, p. 121, and G. S., ii. SO. 
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St Petersburg made it imperative to do sometliixig, 
and so .towards the^ end of May, G-eneral Baron 
Stakelberg was ordered to concentrate the I. Sibe- 
rian Corps towards Telissu. ^ 

On the 30th^ Samssonoff’s cavalry, reconnoitrings 
in the direction of Telissn, was in touch, and 
Cavalry a sharp engagement took place, during 
meats which occurred practically the only 

cavalry charge of the war. ^ T^vo sotnias of 
Cossacks surprised, •charged, an^ drove back a 
squadron of Japanese cavalry. The supports and 
machine guns placed* in a village stopped the pur- 
suit; two more Japanese squadrons then attempted 
to attack the Cossacks in flank, but were themselves 
driven back by the fire action of the supporting 
sotnias. Finally the advance of the Japanese 
infantry supports forced the Cossack^ lo fail back. 

On the 1st June the 1st East Siberian Eifle 
Division arrived at Telissn. On the 3rd there 
was another indecisive cavalry engagement, but the 
Japanese discovered the presence of Eussian in- 
fantry*^ in force. The Japanese cavalry retired to 
Wafangtien after the engagement of the 3rd, and 
was followed on the 7th by the Eussian cavalry, 
now commanded by Simonoff. 

Stakelberg’ s troops were advancing steadily by 
road and rail, and on the 7th he received the foi- 

2 K. E., 41, 42, p. 5. 


^.0. R., 144. 
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Od St direction: ''To yon and your 

General detacliment is assigned tlae duty of 
Stakelberg- towards Port Artliixr and draw- 

ings on itself the greatest possible number of the 
^nemy, thus weakening the attack on the Kwan- 
tnng peninsula. For this purpose your movement 
against the Japanese forces sent northwards must 
be swift and energetk, in order to keep in view 
the surprise of the advanced detachments, A 
battle, how'ever, ^ is not to fee delivered against 
superior strength, and the reserve is only to be 
used when the situation is entirely cleared up. 
Your final aim will be the capture of the Chinchou 
position and the relief of Port .^rthur.’^^ 

The meaning of this order cannot be described 
as clear. It is quite impossible to say whether or 
no ^Kuropatkin really meant to attempt 
Comments the relief of Port Arthur. On 4th May 
Kuropatkin had learnt the Japanese dispositions,^ 
and thus knew’ that Oku had a strong force at 
Pulantien, probably the 6th and 11th Divisions; 
he could not therefore really have expected Stakel- 
berg to find only weak forces in front of bim. It 
seems very much as if Kuropatkin was trying to 
make the hest of a bad^ Job which had been forced 
on bim, and the clause in his instructions that 
Stakelberg was not to fight against superior strength 
1 K. E., 41, 42, p. 6. K. E., 41, 42, p, 6. 
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would, it miglit be hoped, bring him safely back 
to Kaiping very shoxtly. 

Distributioa O^i the 7th June the troops of the 
RttsJan Siberian* Cofps, or South Detachment, 

Troops as it was now called, were distributed 

follows : — 

WafangHen: Simonoif with 14 squadrons and a 
battery * 

Telissu: 2 squadrons ^ * * 

4 frontier guard guns 
1st E. S. Rifle Division 
36th,E. S. Rifle Regiment (9th E. S. E. 
Division) 

2 companies, 1st E. S. Sapper Battalion 

Kaiping: 2 battalions, 33rd E. 8. R. Regiment 

(9th E. S. R. Division) 

3 batteries (9th E. S. E. Division) 

Tashichiao : 1 battalion, 33rd E. g * E. -Regiment 

(9th E. S. R. Division) 

YinJcm : 34th E. S. R. Regiment (9th E, S. R, 

Division) 

1 battery (9th E. S. R. Division) 
Haicheng: 35th E. 8. R. Regiment (9th E. S. R. 

Division) 

2nd Brigade, 35th Infantry Division 
1 horse artillery battery 
3 field batteries (35 th Infantry Division) 

The troops at Yinkou and Tashichiao were to be 
relieved by the 3rd East Siberian Rifle Division, 
and then Join Stakelberg;. but a Japanese naval 


Kaiping : 


Yinhm : 


Haicheng: 
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demonstration at Kaiping on tlie 7tli J une caused 
^ a temporary suspension of their movement south.^ 
It appears that the orders of the 7th were re- 
peated and enlarged in or^er§ of the 8tE and llth, 
%ut their exact purport is not known. ^ 

On the 10th June one brigade of the 1st East 
Siberian Bifle Division at Telissu was ^ pushed on 
to Wafangtien in support of the cavalry. 

On the 12th tlie advanced posts of both sides Were 
in close touch on a line south &f this place. 

On 12th June Oku^s army, concentrated at Pu- 
lantien for some days, had at last been completed 
Japanese transport, and the casualties of 

Movements Nanshan had been mp,de good by fresh 
drafts.^ The divisions, therefore, broke camp, and 
moved northwards: 3rd Division up the valley of 
the Tasha river, 1st Division and 1st Field Artillery 
Brigade (less one regiment) along the railway, 
4th Division and one regiment field artillery along 
the Mandarin Road to Fuchou. 

The 6th Division commenced disembarking at 
Kerr’s Bay on the 13th June, and received orders 
to push up troops as available in support of the 
movement northwards. On the 13th the Russian 
advanced troops slowly gave way. 

Stakelberg had spent some days^ in examining 

2 K. E., 41, 42, p. 6. ■ 

E., 41, 42, p. 7.' 


^ K. E., 41, 42, p. 5. 
3 B.^O. R., i. p. 93. 
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tlie ground near Telissu (tlie poii].t lie liad 
The Position directed to concentral^e on), witii 
at Telissu ^ view to selecting and defending a 
'^ position/’ Work on the position had begun^on 
the 9th ^ , ,1 

The position selected was some three miles soutb 
of the village of Telissu, and was about three and 
a half mifes in extent.^ The right flank rested 
on some low hills, with a narrow valley in front ; 
the centre was acrc^s the valley of the Fuchou j! 

stream and the railway, the left was on some 
low but steep hills, on a spur of which called Limg- 
wangmiao was the main Russian gun position. 4 

The field of fire was poor, particularly on the left, 
and here some redoubts had been constructed. 

On the right the infantry entrenchments were 
shallow pits nine inches deep with^ iow parapets 
some fifteto inches high. 

South of the position and about 2000 yards from 
it is a ridge about 600 to 1000 feet in height which 
completely shuts in the view to the south. Through ' 

a gap ill this ridge runs the river and the railway. 

From Liingwangmiao to this gap the range is about 
1500 yards.® , 

It is to be noticed that if the Japanese could 

« 

^ K. E., 41, 42, p. 7. 2 B. O. E., iii. p. 85. 

® E. A. I. Proceedings, vol. xxxiv. p. 93. Article by Captain 
Archdale, D.S.O., E. H. A. 
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occupy the^ hills on the right near the village of 
Tafangshen/ the gnn position at Lnngwangmiao 
could he enfiladed. North of the position the 
valjley gradually narrows ass f ar as the village of 
t^Telissu. 

A portion of the 9th East Siberian Rifle Division 
only arrived during the night of the 14th»15th. 
Respective battle of the 15th Stakelberg 

Forces ^ ^as able to concentrate some thirty-two 
battalions, nineMen squadronr — that is, a total of 

27.000 bayonets and 2500 sabres and ninety-eight 
guns. Further reinforcements^ arriving during the 
battle of the 15th brought the total up to about 

30.000 bayonets and 100 guns. The Japanese force 
of one cavalry brigade, three divisions, one artillery 
brigade, amounted to some 2000 sabres, 36,000 
bayonets^ 216 guns. 

Distribution defence of the selected posi- 

of Russians tion Stakelberg distributed his troops as 
follows : — 

Right Section — 36th E. S. E. Regiment, one and 
a quarter battalions 33rd E. S. R. Regiment, one 
and a half companies engineers, one battery, on 
the heights north and east of Tafangshen. 

Centre Section — Three-quarter battalion 33rd 
E. S. R. Regiment, four batteries, thence to the 
railway. 

Left Section — ^Four squadrons, 1st East Siberian 
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Eifle Bivision, five batteries, balf copapany en- 
gineers, from tbe railway eastwards. 

Eeserve— At Telissii station, 2nd Brigade, 35 tli 
Infantry Division, two batteries. 

Tbe cavalry was to cover tbe right flank, 
keep comnannication with the detachment in Fnchou, 
and send three squadrons to the left flank on the 
14th June. ■ ♦ 

During the early morning of |he Mtix June 
Simonoffi received oMers which apparently gave 
X 4 th June Ai^n to understand that resistance 

south of Telissu was not intended.^ When, 
Action therefore, the Japanese advanced' on the 
14th, he gave way before them, and in the afternoon 
was north of Hsialungkou. The cavalry appears 
have lost touch with the enemy, but nevertheless 
made certain of the fact that Japanese*troopS were in 
the Fuchou valley south-east of Ssuchiatun. 
orders to keep touch with the detachment in Fuchou 
and send three squadrons to the left of the 
were certainly not carried out.^ The eastern (left) 
section was occupied as follows : — On the right 4th East 
Siberian Rifle Eegiment and three batteries; next to 
them 3rd East Siberian Eifle Eegiment on a ridge, 
with four guns on the left flank. 1st East 
Eifle Eegiment as reserve on the slope north 
Wafangwopu on the road to Tsuichiatun. The 2 nd 
1 K. B., 41, 42, p. 16. ^ K. E., 41, 42, p. 17. 
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East Siberian Eegiment and tbe 4tli Battery of 
tbe division were bebind tbe 3rd Eegiment; one 
squadron and a scout detaebment watched tbe outer 
(l«^ft) flank. ^ f 

% Tbe advanced guard of tbe 3rd Division (one 
regiment and four batteries), meeting no opposi- 
Japanese morning, in tbe afternoon 

Advance occupied tbe heights north of Ssncbia- 
tnn, and tbe batteries went into action north-west 
of the village against tbe con^picuons Enssian guns 
on tbe Lnngwangmiao spur. This led to a severe 
cannonade, which reached itsr height about 3 
Two more batteries reinforced the advanced guard 
batteries of the 3rd Division, and during the can- 
nonade the whole of the Enssian batteries disclosed 
their positions. A most careful reconnaissance was 
made, particularly by the 5th Division.^ This 
latter did not bring any guns into action, except 
one battery east of Pachangchientzn in support of 
the 3rd Division. 

About 4 two regiments of field artillery 

(seventy-two guns) also came into action, but about 
7 P.M. the firing died away, and the troops bivou- 
acked on the ground as follows: — 4th Division 
about Hsiaossuchiatun, 5th and 3rd Divisions on a 
line Sungchiatun-Wangchiatun-Wuchiatun, cavalry 
at Shabaotzu. 
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During the engagement the 2nd Brigade 35t1i 
Infantry Division from Telissn station"* was moved 
up behind the Russian left and reached Tsuichiatun 
(east), placing one battalJon |,nd four guns at Peichiatun 
and two battalions and four guns in the Wafangwopu 
valley.^ 

General Qku came to the conclusion, as a result 
of the reconnaissance made • during the advance 
guard action of the 14th, that ^the* Russian force 
was something less t£an three divisions, and that 
troops were constantly arriving by train. ^ 

The following orders for the attack next day 
were therefore issued at 11 p.m. from the Japanese 
headquarters : — 

1. The 5th Division will advance 
before dawn from the neighbourhood of 
Wuchiatun and attack the enemy at. TTaffmgshen, 
but will delay its further movement up the Fuchou 
valley. 

2. The 3rd Division, keeping touch with the 5th 
Division, will advance as soon as the latter has 
begun its attack.^ 

The G.O.C. 4th Division received instructions 
as follows : — no danger is to be anticipated 
from the direction of the ^valley of the Fuchou 
river, you will detach a force of at least one 
brigade of infantry to-morrow, which will attack 
^ Conferences, p. 140i ^ Q. S., ii. 40. ^ B. O. R., i. p. 38. 
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- one battery ft, 3rd DivL^ 

boH Tbe‘p W deoided to 

^ the Eussxan m front, outflank him on both 
wings, and crush his, right. * ^ ™ 

General Stakelberg, although he is stated to have 
been an ad^cate a, « 

e&in ““ ■"“»«»" of 

letinng without a. fight. On the lP+1, 

oi: ted“trr.r 

Piog- Jt aeems certain that™* e^*, 

= «.:! :t i- f 

:o^.t:L:7roii 

WW ttfaTaSetThod? “£“■ 

section, lehere Z J, ’ ‘b* «“ttte 

IB O R *“> Siberian 

^ & O, R., lii. p. 85 
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Eifle' Division, raider General Mrosovski^ -stood, was 
strengtlieiied by a regiment and two batteries of 
tbe 1st East Siberian Eifle Division. To support 
tbe attack tbe 2nd Bri^adg 35th Infantry Divisien, 
commanded by General Glasko, was ordered to 
report to Gerngros; it was reinforced by one bat- 
talion 34th East Siberian Eifle Eegiment. Thus a 
force of eighteen battalions aud thirty-two guns out 
of a total of only thirty-two batialiQns andrainety- 
eight guns was to deliver the counter-attack. 

During the night the rest of the 9th East Siberian 
Eifle Division arrived, and also four squadrons and 
a horse artillery battery. The four squadrons were 
sent to General Glp,sko. At daybreak on the 25th 
the centre section, astride the railway, was occu- 
pied by thirty-six guns — twenty east and sixteen 
west of the railway — with the 4th East -^-Siberian 
Eifle Eegiment and three companies 33rd East 
Siberian Eifle Eegiment. 

The right section was held by two regiments 9th 
East Siberian Eifle Division (less five companies), 
who had two and a quarter battalions in front line 
and one and a half battalions 36th East Siberian 
Eifle Eegiment as local reserve. 

On the left the three regiments of the 1st East 
Siberian Eifle Division were formed for attack; 
2nd and 3rd Eegiments in first line, 1st in reserve 
in a small wood. Glasko with the 35th Infantry 


94 


^TEE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR ■ 

Brigade, cpmplete, one battalion 34tli East Siberian 
Rifle Regiment, and four batteries, stood bebind 
the left. As general reserve were 35tb and 34tli 
(lass one battalion) East^ Siberian Rifle Regiments 
^ and one borse artillery battery near Telissu, sta- 
tioned in a small wood. 

The J apanese bad moved off between four and five 
o’clock,^ but there a thick fog shrouding the 
. battle in the early hours of the 

The Batt e j About 5.30 AfM. the weather cleared 

and the Japanese artillery at Wangchiatun (a) 
opened fire. More guns came into action on tl^eir 
left and left rear. The troops of the 3rd Division, 
awaiting in their shelter trenches the result of the 
bombardment, saw the Russians in front of them 
increasing in numbers, for the counter-attack was 
impendio-g. 

The 2nd Brigade 35th Infantry Division had not 
come up, but General Gerngros decided, neverthe- 
less, to attack, awaiting their support. The over- 
powering weight of metal had already enabled the 
J apanese to nearly silence the Russian batteries on 
Lungwangmiao, and they were free to turn their 
attention to the attacking infantry. Fevertheless 
the attack was strong, and well pushed home, in 
spite of the fire, the deepness of the slopes, and 
the heat, and by about ten o’clock the firing line 

IK. E.,41, 42, p. 21. 
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was within 600 yards of the Japanese shelter 
trenches. ^ 

About 7 A.M. the artillery of the 5th Division 
was in action on the '» north hank of the Fuchpn 


5tli Division 


^ line Yangchiatun-Wangchiatun (6). As 

the firing on the right was very heavy, the division 
prolonged i?s line to the left * By 10 a.m. the Rus- 
sians had been forced to abandon the height east 
of Tafangshen and tbe Japanese were firmly estab- 
lished there. 

The guns of the division (mountain artillery) now 
advanced to the height Just captured, while two 
regiments of the Rield Artillery Brigade came into 
action near Wangchiatun (o) against the Russian 
artillery at Lungwangmiao. 

The Japanese 19th Brigade, a squadroj^, and a 
battalion of artillery of the 4th Division, arrived 
at Yangchiatun at 9 a.m., and at 9.30 
4th Division reached the heights south-west of 

Machiafanghsin. Seeing that the Russian right 
w^as in the air, the main body of the 4th Division 
detached a party to intercept the Russian retreat.^ 

On the Russian left the attacks on the 
heights south of the village of Ssuchiachou 
were still being most gallhntly pressed. Charge 
after charge was attempted, and one or two 
^0. K, p. 154. 



river, and the infantry had reached a 
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men succeeded in reaching the trenches. On 
account of the ground on this flank the Japanese 
divisional artillery could be of little service at 
first, but about 10 a.m.^ the advance of the 5th 
^ Division had enabled some guns to get forward. 
At noon Oku was able to send forward one of his 
two reserve battalions (one of the 6th Division hav- 
ing arrived^), and thexavalry brigade, dismounting, 
proceeded to strike in to the attack in the direction 
of Feichiatun, though undei*^ severe artillery fire. 
Meanwhile on the Russian right the steady advance of 
the Japanese was carrying all before it. The lacal 
reserve had formed front to the west to meet the 
attack of the Japanese 19th Brigade (4th Division), 
and General Stakelberg sent the 34th and 35th East 
Siberian Rifle Regiments and a battery of the 35th 
Infantry^^Division, and also the horse artillery bat- 
tery, to the right wing. The reserve was replaced 
by four battalions 9th Siberian Infantry Regi- 
ment which had opportunely arrived by train. 
The 19th Japanese Brigade occupied the heights south- 
east of Tunglungkou between 11 a.m. and 

noon, but could not advance further rapidly. 
Stakelberg in person proceeded to the right 
with two battalions 35th East Siberian Rifle 
Regiment and the horse artillery battery, to 
try and check the Japanese. Gradually the Rus- 
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siaiis were again outflanked. One battalion of tbe 
t 9tb Infantry Eegiment bad been sent to^ Samssonofl, 

I blit tbe other three were sent np about noon. The 

horse artillery battery' succeeded in enfilading -llhe 
I left of the Japanese lOth Brigade, but could not^ 

I stop the advance. By 12.45 p.m.^ the battle was 

I obviously lost, and orders for the retreat were 

/ issued. ■ * , 

The retreat of the right was skilfully and^success- 
f ully accomplished, the last troops being clear about 
2 P.M, The brigade of the 35th Division was or- 
I dered to form a rearguard and cover the retreat of 

' the 1st East Siberian Eifle Division. It received 

i these orders about 2 p.m.- The orders to Gerngros, 

however, had to be taken by an orderly over four 
miles of bad ground.^ About 1 p.m. the 4th East 
Siberian Eifie Eegiment, which had* b^en with 
> the guns near Lungwangmiao, had retreated, 

‘ whether with or without orders is not certain.^ 

About 1.30 P.M. Gerngros had given orders to the 
I rest of the division to withdraw, but it vras a diffi- 

I cult and slow operation. The 3rd Division was 

now advancing, about 3 p.m. the cavalr}^ reached 
Feichiatun, and a line of guns took position on 
f. Lungwangmiao. In their retreat Gerngros’ troops 

^ lost heavily from shell fire* as they retired down 

the valley. 

B.'O. R., iii. p. 86. ^ K. E., 41, 42, p. 25. 

B. ,0. R., iii. p. 87. " K E., 41, 42, p. 23. 
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Shortly after 3 P.M-. a tremendous thunderstorm 
broke, which completely covered the Bussian retreat 
and prevented a pursuit. 

^The action of the 2nd Birigade, 35th Division, 
f has been purposely left to the end. General Glasbo 
did not consider his orders of the night 
of 14th-15th clear, and sent orderlies to 

. headquarters, and also to General Gem- 
3Sth Division ^ f 

gros, to ask tor expianatioiis. Gerngros 

replied that an ’Attack was hopeful, and at 6.40 p.m. 
General Glasko, the commander of the brigade, gave 
orders to advance. He had detachments on the pass 
south of Feichiatun and south of Tsmchiatxm (East) ; 
he reinforced each of these by a battalion and 
ordered them to advance, the former on Ohiochiatun 
and the latter on Wafangwopu. The reserve three 
battalions a^id two batteries followed the advance 
on Wafangwopu. At this time Gerngros again sent 
a message, “ Strike in, we will support you from 
the heights. About an hour later a direction 
from headquarters to Glasko arrived worded as fol- 
lows : In the case of an attack in superior force 
against our centre or in any other direction, the 
' I. Siberian Army Corps will slowly retire on Wan- 
tselin. The detachment Glasko will in this case 
hold as long as possible the line East TsuicMatun- 
Eousiatun,2 in order to cover the retirement of the 
i K. E., 41, 42, p. 24. ^ Il^ot on Map. Not identified. 
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column which passes by Telissu through the defile 

at West TsuicHatun.” Then follow directions about 

# 

tlie retreat. 

At ' 7 p.M.^ tlie ad-vance on Waiangwopn ^as 
broiigkt to a standstill, and the enemy^s cavalry 
was reported active on the left. The sound of the 
battle on the right grew momentarily more severe.' 
Blasko supposed that Stakeljberg’s expected case of 
“an attack in superior force” had arrived, and 
ordering his advancf^d troops to hold their ground, 
he proceeded to take np a position with his reserve 
the line East Tstiichiatiin-Kousiat-aii.^ After a 
time he came to the conclusion that his movement 
was over-early. 

At 10 A.M. a ' general staff officer from head- 
quarters arrived and ordered Glasko to attack at 
once. He reinforced his advanced ti^psi^-two bat- 
talions and two batteries on the right, one battalion' 
and one battery on the left. The right advance was 
soon again brought to a stop,, and the guns could 
not advance because of the ground, while the left 
column was assailed by the dismounted cavalry, 
under cover of fire from machine guns . and the 
battery attached to the cavalry brigade, and was 
brought to a standstill. 

'At 2 p.M. Glasko received orders to form the ^ 

i K, E., 41, 42, p, 25. . 

^ Not on map. Not identified. . 
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rearguard. .Eetiring steadily, the brigade reached 
East Tsuichiatuu about 5 p.m.^ 

The small detachment, from the main 

^/OSSiSLck 

Rer-ment body of tbe 4tb tfapanese Division re- 
fimbnshed jjq above, ambushed a body of 

sis squadrons near Chiaochiatun. 

The E-ussians retreated in three columns, and 

,C, 

marched all night, reaching Wantselin station bli 
Russian ^ r^pri^ing of the 16th. The cavalry, 
Retreat under Samssonoff fvice Simonoff inva- 
lided), had followed the rearguard and took up 
feeling with the enemy again next morning. 

The Japanese lost 1163; the Russians 
3481- and sixteen'^ guns. 

The original instructions given to General Baron 
Stakelberg have already been quoted, but without 
kilawing the further orders given by 
Kuropatkin, and in particular the result 
of the conference on the 12th, it is impossible to 
be sure what General Stakelherg’s final orders were. 
It would seem, however, that it had been decided 
to offer battle. For the first time we find a Rus- 
sian general standing in a defensive position and 
yet determined to deliver a counter-attack. In this 
connection it is interesting to compare Combined 
Training,’’ p. 122. commander who intends 


Losses 


Comments 


1 K. E., 41, 42, p. 25. S. Official Eeports. 

^ B. O. R,, i. p. 90. 
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to figlit a decisive action on a defei%^ive position 
slionld particularly ^ keep in view tke defence of 
his line of retreat and the preparation of the 
counter-attack/’ Although Combined TrainiiJg 
lays down this principle, it is very far from sng- 
gesting that the defensive-offensive ’’ attitude is 
one to be adopted from choice; and it is historically 
true, that with the possible ^exception of Ansterlitz, 
no modern battlefield has shov'^n /mn example of a 
successful battle fought under such a general idea. 
The successful counter-strokes of history have been 
unpremeditated, and their success has as a rule 
been due to the tactical insight of the general, 
or the arrival on the field of another body 
of troops. It has been suggested that Stakel- 
berg should have acted offensively on the 14th. ^ 
In view of his orders this suggestfon, how- 
ever,. appears untenable. It seems quite clear 
that after the engagement of the 14th Stakelberg 
had no idea of the presence of the 4th Japanese 
Division on his right flank. Either he was not 
informed by his cavalry, or if news was sent in 
it was not believed, or was not reported to the 
general.^ 

However that may be, §takelberg held that the 
position was cleared up by the action of the 14th. 
His reserve was ordered up, in the rear of the 
^ Oonfsrences, p. 144. ^ See B. 0. R,, Hi. p. 86. 
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left, and a reserve built up out of tbe fresb 
troops arriving. It can bardlj be doubted that if 
Glasko bad struck in boldly on tbe 15tb tbe right 
of l^be 3rd Japanese Division would have been 
forced back. Tbe situation would then bave been 
somewbat similar to tbat of Bragg and Eosecrans 
at Murfreesboro on 31st December 1862. ^ ^ 

Tbe Japanese operafions were of a singularly 
simple and dire# nature. Tbe front and flanks 
were to be assailed and tbe right flank of the Eus- 
sians enveloped. It has been said that the employ- 
ment of only a fraction of tbe 4tb Division was 
not a masterpiece of determined leading on the 
part of General Oku. It should be remembered, 
however, tbat Kuropatkin bad about Haicbeng a 
very large force, and tbat this force might be com- 
ing up. fl; vTrs to guard against such a move tbat 
the remainder of tbe 4tb Division was employed. 
Tbe advanced-guard action of tbe 14tb was a typical 
action, as described in ^•Combined Training/ ’ sec- 
tion 110 (1). 

Tbe movement of tbe main body 4tb Division 
was slow; bad its advance been more energetic it 
might have intercepted tbe line of retreat of tbe 
Eussians. It would seem tbat on this occasion tbe 
action of tbe Cossacks was successful in at any 
rate delaying tbe Japanese movements. 

An instance of bad staff work on the Bussian 
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side is mentioned by the British attache. About 
o P.M. a train of transport wagons arrived, and 
caused some confusion before they were turned 
about and withdrawn.' 

The position selected by General Stakelberg was' 
weak in several important features. Lateral com- 

CJomments was difficult, and the screen 

. mmen s southward enabled the Japanese 

to concentrate unseen; it was,^ however, .probably 
as good as could be •found .1 Should, however, the 
high ground by Tafangshen be lost, the Japanese 
■\TOuld be able to enfilade the main gun position on 
Lungwangmiao . ^ 

The field works were, it seems, in some cases very 
conspicuous,^ but in other cases care was taken to 
conceal them.'* 

All accounts of the action unite m attributing 
the result very largely to the Japanese artillery. 
The engagement of the 14 th enabled the Japanese 
to locate the Russian batteries very accurately; they 
were also assisted no doubt by secret service agents.® 
They then carefully selected their own positions. 
The skilful use of ground by the Japanese infantry 
has also been commented on, for instance their 
employment of the woods on the right bank of the 
Ruchou river. * 

1 B. O. R., iii. p. 84. 2 B. 0. R., i. p, 91. 

^ B. q. R., i. p. 91. ^ B. 0. E., iii. p. 84. 

® B. O, R., i. p. 84, Heunier and others, 
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[When nQTO of Stakelberg’s projected movement 
south had been received at headquarters in Tokio, 
and it had been decided to send the 2nd Army to 
naqet it, the following direction was sent to Kawa- 
toura: “ Your division will hold itself in readiness 
to advance on Kaiping at any moment. With this 
object it will collect as much transport and sup- 
plies as possible, at points as far north "as is praiT- 
ticable ip. the district which it now occupies.” The 

first step, then, for the 10th Division was to oecupv 
Hsiuyen.^ 

Two roads lead from Takushan to Hsiuyen; one 
along the valley of the Tayang river, the other 

4 th Army the one selected 

^ for an advance.^ On 3rd June Mis- 

chenko took the offensive and attacked the Japanese 
advanced Jr(«ps near Koulienho, but without suc- 
Supportby cess. On the 6th June a mixed brigade 

rmy division from Fenghuang- 

cheng occupied Shalisai, under cover of the 10th 
Divisional Cavalry, which had moved into the 
valley of the Tayang river. Mischenko had already 
withdrawn to Hsiuyen, and occupied a position 
south-east of that place. 

_ On the 8th June an attack on Mischenko’s posi- 
tion was delivered fronf the south and east. The 
Ocrapation south attack did not make much head- 
o siuyen but the eastern attack jeopardised 


^ G. S., ii. ( 


^O.E., 128. 
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the Russian line of letreat, and they |pll back in 
some haste, covered by a rearguard. There was no 
pursuit. It will be observed that this success was 
due to the careful prepa^ration of a simultaneous 
converging attack by superior numbers. 


nusly mentioned ih Chapter III., on the 
Count Keller received permission from 
headquarters to lead a reconnais- 
sance towards Saimachi. The road 
from Lienshankwan to Saimachi runs 
along narrow stony valleys, and is really 
only a seldom-used track.i The force 
taking part in the movement was 
battalions and two batteries ; two 
talions reconnoitred towards 
On the 1st June 2 
on the same 
Saimachi 
in appallinj 
some miles 

ceed towards Aiyangeheng 
machi he received 


Eastern 

Detachment 

■offensive.' 

Reconnais- 

sance 


actually 
only six 
other bat- 
Penja^u^rngcheng. 
the force moved, and 
day the advanced guard reached 
after a twenty -seven mile march 
tg weather; the main body was 
in rear. Keller had intended to pro- 
Lg next day, but at Sai- 
a telegram from Kuropatkin 
recalling him to watch the passes.^ 

The only result of this expedition was said by 

^F. V. T,, 3. p. 143. 2 F. V. T., i. p. 145, 

^ F. V. T., i. p. 148. 
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Comments 


General [^aslitalmski to be 8000 pairs of boots 
niined.^ Tke reconnaissance towards 
Fengbnangclieng was also fruitless. 

.^On the 5th June Reni^enkampf^ who had moved 
to Saiinachi, had a sharp engagement with the 
Japanese on the Aiyangcheng road. He 


Japanese 

forward then retired, leaving a detachment at 
Movement gaimachi, which was attacSed oh Tffe 
7th by a Japanese force of one squadron, 
one regiment, one section '^"artillery. The Eiis- 
sian detachment consisted apparently of two 
squadrons, one battalion 22nd East Siberian 
Eifies, and a battery. Colonel Grekoff, com- 
manding the Eussians, had occupied a position 
on a ridge a quarter of a mile north of the 
town. The fire trenches w^ere sited about twenty- 
five, yard^dojm from the crest of the ridge but had 
no communication trenches. About 10 p.m. the 
Japanese guns opened the action, and about 1 p.m., 
when the Japanese infantry were within about 1000 
yards, Grekoff retired, pursued for some distance 
by the Japanese.^ 

This movement of the Japanese was part of a 

general advance towards the passes of all the ad- 

^ , vanced troops in front of Euroki^s army. 

General ■ . r , ^ ' ■ 

forward Its strategical effect has been already 

remarked. Count Keller ordered Gre- 
1 P. V. T., i. p. 150. B. 0. R., i. p. 136. 
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koff, with the " Whole 22nd Begiment, to,i|etake Sai- 
machi ; but this movenjentj begun on the 11th, was 
given lip, as the Japanese evacuated that place.^ 
The general fofward movement of th# 
Japanese stopped, and it seemed clear 
that a general advance was not yet to 
take place. On 17th Eennenkampf reoccupied 
SaimaSii, and on the 21st* moved from there 

■ with sis squadrons^ one infantry 
Engagement . . ^ ^ .-it , 

at Aiyang- regiment, horse artillery battery, 

clieng mountain guns ^ against 

Aiyangcheng. The J apanese position at this 
place was naturally strong, was entrenched 
with great skill/ and had a good field of 
fire. About 10 a.m. on the 22nd Eennenkampf 
drove in the outposts, but was unable to deliver 
an attack against the very superior fojfaw)f Japa- 
nese in the main position till about 2 p.m. His 
attack was frontal, and foredoomed to failure. 
About 5 P.M. the Russians withdrew in some con- 
fusion to Saimachi. The Japanese did not pursue. 

There is no doubt that Eennenkampf ^s informa- 
tion was faulty, but the action served as a recon- 
naissance in force, and cleared up the 
Comment .... 

situation. 

After the battle of Telissu, and the movement 


Forward 

'Movement 

stops 
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of the l|tli Division and a brigade of Guards 

^ ■ to Hsiuyen, Kpropatkin expected '.a 
Genera! . p n -r i ■ ' 

Situation of rapid movement oi the Japanese towards 

Russians Liaojang. Gn'''14th June Keller was 
therefore ordered to send six battalions and a battery 
to Haicheng, and on the 15th yet another six bat- 
talions followed. The 5th East Siberian Eifle Divi- 
sion from Liaoyang vras called up to Haicheng, and 
the detachment cfa the Eenshxiiling Pass (2) was 
increased to four regiments f a regiment was sent 
to the Ghipanling Pass to support Mischenko. The 
available troops of the lY. Siberian Corps were 
already at Haicheng. However, the Japanese did not 
advance, on account of supply difficulties. Kuropatkin 
then seems to have thought of moving south against 
Oku, and the troops at Haicheng actually moved 
towards "'“KS^ping on the 26th June, but were 
brought back again to near Tasliichiao. 

On the 17th June Keller made another offensive 
reconnaissance towards Fenghuangcheng, this time 
Second ^ force of three squadrons and some 

^ensive^ mounted scouts, one battery, eight hat- 
sanceby talions, and a half company of engineers. 
Count Keller j apauese advanced posts were driven 

back on their supports, ^but nothing was found out; 
the weather was terrible, and every track a swamp. 
On the 19th the troops were in their old positions 
on the passes. 
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The complete failure of the E/Ussiaus ori^ this flank 
to obtain any information of the Japanese moTe- 
ments is nicest interesting. The Japanese 
Comment detaehi^ents of infantry an^ 

troopers were able to keep all efforts at bay. Yet 
the Enssian mounted troops on the east front were 
strong, amounting to at least twenty-three squa- 
dfoasf^ot '•counting mountec^ scouts or men em- 
ployed as orderlies, etc. The Japanese cavalry 
were only eight squadrons. It would appear that 
here was a chance for a bold and enterprising 
leader of light horsemen, even in the mountainous 
country of Southern Manchuria. 


On the 25th June Kuroki had at last got his 
transport in working order and suppl^ ^ accumu- 
istArmy l^l^sd for an advance. The main body 
Advances broke camp and marched that day 
from Tenghuangcheng in three columns. On 
the right — remainder of 12th Division, via Tai- 
tzushan and Erhtaohotzu ; centre column— 2nd 
Division and Headquarters, via Erhtaof angshan ; 
left column — remainder of Guards division, via 
Tahuangkou and Erchchiaputzu. 

On the 31st the 2nd DMsion occupied the Mo- 
tienling Pass without much resistance, for the 
advance of the Guards had outflanked the Eussian 


I 

Ml 


■ 
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line of j|ositions. Keller’s troops witkdrew/ de- 
tacliments occasionally figliting rearguard actions.^ 
: Count Keller’s action liad been crippled by Knro- 
patkin’s indecision. E^iiiient after regiment bad 
^ been taken away and then sent back. Just as tbe 
Japanese advanced tbe 9tb East Siberian Rifle 
Regiment was withdrawn from tbe East Detacb- 
ment. As an instan^.e of indecision, tne I'^tb^lSst 
Siberian Rifle Regiment was ordered to Ansbancban 
on 15tb June and at once sen<, back to Count Keller. 
On tbe 26tb it was sent to Taw^an, and while on 
tbe march ordered to return to its old camp, wbicb 
it reached at 1 a.m. 

On tbe 31st tbe army stood : 12tb Division part 
Aiyangcbeng, part a little west of tbe Paliling 
Pass, wbicb w^as held by tbe Russians; 2nd Divi- 
sion occi^,p;^ng tbe passes near tbe Motienling, with 
a reserve at Liensbankwan ; Guards (less Asada’s 
Mixed Brigade) near Ercbiaputzu, with advanced 
troops on tbe Modulin Pass, connecting with tbe 
left of tbe 2nd Division; Army Headquarters at 
Liensbankwan. Tbe great success and perfect tim- 
ing of this march is to be noted. The cavalry was 
employed to keep open tbe communication between 
the columns.^ 

Apparently part if '"not ail tbe Guard Reserve 
Brigade was on tbe road from Sbuitien through 
Kuantiencbeng to Aiyangcbeng. 

1 K. E., 41, 42, p. 60. 
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Tlie lOth Division also advanced oi| tlie 24:th 
June. Its advanced detacliments had already 

^ been active, and bad threatened the 

Advasice of . . 

the 4t!i ^ Chipanling Ta^s on the 18th. On the 
Army same date Mischenko had withdrawn to 
the Fenshiiiling Pass and the Japanese occupied Ms 
positions. To cross the formidable main range in 
frofflWJt thBin the Japanese had a choice of several 
roads; of these the chief is th%t by Fensiiuiling, 
and this the Eussian^ had defended in a most for- 
midable manner. It was decided by General Kawa- 
mura to manoeuvre the Russians out of this position, 
and for this purpose he divided his troops into four 
columns and a reserve as follows : — 

Right Column — Asada: 

Guard Mixed Brigade 2 batteries and 1 company 
engineers in addition. ^ 

[2 squadrons 
6 battalions 
4 batteries 

2 companies engineers 
No. 2. Column — Kamada : 

1 squadron 

1 battery 

2 battalions 

1 section of engineers 
No. 3 , Column — Marui : 

2 squadrons • 

1 battery 
4 battalions 
1 section engineers 


Total 


II2 
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No. 4 Column— Tojo : 

1 squadron 

2 batteries 
4 battalions 
1 coi^pany engineers 

Eeserve: 

1 squadron 
i battalion 

Just as lie was sta^rting on tbe 24th , Kawamura 
received news fr(;^ni Port Arthur that the attack 
there was postponed, and froha the 2nd Army that 
their advance was checked for want of supplies; 
but he held to his purpose, and the movement cpn- 
tinned.^ 



Orders 
for the 
Advance 


The right column was to occupy the 
high ground north of Wangchiaputzu 
on the 26th. 

No. 2 C^imn from Lichiaputzii (a) was to attack 
the Eussian right from the direction of Tasanpihuo. 

No. 3 Column was to occupy the heights west 
of Chiehkuanchin on the 26th. On the 27th it 
was to occupy a ridge some two and a half miles 
north of this point with a detachment, and move 
the main body against the Eussian line of retreat. 

No. 4 Column worked still wider on the left, to 
attack Mischenko. 

The reserve was to Be at Wangchiaputzu. 

The troops on the Eenshuiling (or Dalin) Pass 
^ K. E., 41, 42, p. 34. 
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were commanded by ■ General Levetsai^ and now 
Russian consisted of three ^ infantry regiments, 
Disposition three batteries, and a regiment of Cos- 
sacks. General MischeiyiO with his brigade 4 )! 
Cossacks and one infantry regiment was to th^ 
westward, in the direction • of Hsienchiachokou. 
Levetsam distributed his troo;^s as follows : — on the 
ri^Ef'T'f road five companies and a battery ; 
on the left three companies ^d a battery; in 
reserve, seven companies. In advance of the posi- 
tion w^ere three and a half squadrons and a bat- 
talion, towards Siandiasan on the extreme right 
w^ere two companies and a squadron, and on the 
extreme left one company and a half squadron. 
Care wms taken to connect all the parts of the 
position by telephones, heliographs, orderlies, etc.^ 
As a second line a battalion and a sgju^lron were 
placed at Hsiaoukshan, two battalions and four 
guns at Yanglahuo, one battalion and four guns 
on the Panling Pass.® Two companies apparently 
remained with the baggage. 

On the 26th Ko. 4 Column, advancing in twro 
columns, met the bulk of Mischenko’s force west 
Japanese Hsienchiachokon, but was unable to 

Advance advance; on the 27th the attack was 


^ The i8th E. S. B. Regiment which had been with Levetsam 
had returned to its division. 

2 K. 1., 41, 4.25; p, 86. , Not on map. 
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resumed, H;’it was unsuccessful, though a large force 
of Russians wms thus held fast. 

No. 3 Columu had much difficulty in opening 
communication with No^ 4,^ hut on doing so dis- 
^covered its predicament, and then rendered it some 
assistance by attacking the enemy on the hills near 
Chouchiachang. The^attack was successful. 

On the 27th Marui resumed his forTOr5*"*ro5ve" 
ment, a^id thoughrbad roads and the weather pre- 
vented his action being decisive, the pressure of 
his column against the Russian line of retreat near 
Lamufang undoubtedly greatly helped the main 
action. 

The right column, after sharp fighting, reached its 
position on the 26th, and sent a regiment on a wide 
flanking movement to the north. 

During-^e night of 26th-27th two battalions 
8th Regiment and a battery arrived at Hsimucheng 
Arr^^ and w^ere placed by General Levetsam at 
ments Tadoku and Hsimucheng. 

On the 27 th columns Nos. 1 and 2 re- 
sumed the attack ; the timely arrival of the 
Japanese regiment sent out on the 26th 
Attack against the Russian left while No. 2 
Column arrived on the^ Russian right, forced the 
enemy to withdraw. General Levetsam began this 
operation about 9.30 a.m., withdrawing by succes- 
sive sections. No. 2 Column had reached its destin- 
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ation only after sharp fighting, follor4ng 'a trying 
night march. After assisting in the attack, this 
column pursued the . Russians, and moving with great 
difficulty by a' rough tra^k along the southern skggs 
of the Tihnangshan ^ monntain, were able to pour 
a heavy fire into the retreat|ng enemy 

The retreat of the Russians from the Eenshniling 
(or Dalin) Pass endangered Mischenko’s left, and 
about 7 he also withdraw, follo'wed by the 

Japanese advanced liroops. 

The losses on either side were slight. 

* The operations of the 26th and 27th secured 
for the Japanese the passage of a difficult moun- 
tain barrier strongly defended. “ It 

Coinnieiits 

was accomplished by holding the enemy 
in front and throwing well-timed detachments 
against his front and rear.”^ 

Thus at the end of July the chief passes from 
the south and south-east into the plain of Liaoyang 
General 'WQTO in Japanese hands, and a long 

Situation pause in the operations took place while 
the communications were organised. The forces on 
either side were distributed as follows (Map VIII.) : — 

■ Japanese: 

Id Army: 

12th Division — eoverm*g the right of the Army 
2nd Division — Lienshankwan and Motienling Pass 
' ^ Not on Map. 0. R., i. p. 118. 

- K. E., 41, 42, p. 35. ^ B. 0. R., i. p. 119. 
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GuardsV-Modulin Pass 

Guard Eeserve Brigade — on the Saimachi-Ohiaotou 


^ r 

10th Division — on the Fenshuiiing Pass 
Guard Mixed Brigade — at Hsiuyen 

2nd Army : 

Srd, 4th, 5th Divisions — Hsiungyaocheng 
6 th Division — ip rear 

Zrd Army : 
outside Port Arthur 
Russians : 

South Front : 

Kai])ing, — I. Siberian Corps 

Samssonoff s Cavalry Brigade 
28 squadrons, 24 battalions, 62 guns 

Ilaicheng, Tashichiao, and Yinkou. — IV. Siberian Corps 
6 squadrons, 33 battalions, 160 guns 
Tangchih. — Mischenko’s Cossack Division 

1 division infantry 
1 brigade infantry 

28 squadrons, 22 battalions, 72 guns 
HsimucJieng. — II. Siberian Corps 

12 squadrons, 15 battalions, 46 guns 
Eastyront : 

Ohiaotou — Rennenkampf’s detachment — 

19 squadrons, 5 battalions, 26 guns 
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Tawan^ Ohimtou and Langtzushan. — Det^llinients in the 
passes witli supports in rear 

About ^ divisions 

5 sqnadif)ns. 18 battalions, 48 suns 3- 
Headquarters 

15 squadrons, 5 |attaIions, 12 guns 

In movement on railway : ^ 

Part X. Army Corps 

Part XVII. Army Qorps * 

jdi Muhden^ ICirin^ Sarhiiiy and L. of C. in Mandhuria : 

depot and railway troops 
^ 20 squadrons 

13 batteries 

Vladivostok. — under Linevitch : 

27 squadrons, 22 battalions, 64 guns 

Outside Port ArtKur tbe Russians and Japanese 
remained for some time in the positfons taken up 

Port Arthur May, tbe Japanese cover- 

ing Dalny and tbe Russians working on 
their lines and the fortress. The Russian right 
centre rested on a mountain known as tbe Houyan- 
shan, and the whole position lay from shore to shore 
across the peninsula. 

Xogi considered this position dangerous to Dalny, 
for the Russians were superior to him in numbers. 
He therefore ordered the 11th Division, covered on 

^ MB.— The 21st E. S. K. Kegiment, which had been detached 
to the Fenshuiling Pass, had returned to Keller. 
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ihe right byUhe 1st Division, to captoaTH^ 
yanshaa mountain. ^ 

Oa the night ot 25ih-26th ' the 11th Tl,v- 

3afi>»Hd forward ^t i ' Division 

tCEus-irt seems that 

6 lius.ian lines were very weakly held The picht 

TaW^I L I ‘ T “ “ ae'&'Sl ' 

' s Jie- Houyansfean mountain itself. 

It seems to have been defen'ded by seven eom- 
I anies and a battery, who succeeded in holding the 

irr 

ii' to onno^ .r*i having pushed 

when Wo Russian battery, and 

vhen two batteries of the right column were able 

ulitttci- ^Tr the Japa- 

witMr 5-30 P.H. the Eussians 

ithdrew. No attempt whatever at counter-attack 

was made by the Eussians; the left section of them 
Dne was never attacked. The section attacked 
seems to have onlv beee halil nT 

wh^+ action must have shown the Japanese 

what a resistance they would meet with in attack- 

Comments ^orks of the fortress. A 

_ bold offensive by Stoessel in the after- 
noon with a whole divilion would probably have 
thrown back the 11th Division, and tempLrily 
endangered Dalny. ^ ^ 

^ K. E., 37, 38, p. 45. 


CHAPTER V 


Events in 

^oilTArtSSr-Distribution of Russian Forces on East Front 
—Nifflit Attack on Motienling— Attack on Motienhng, 
17th July— Japanese occupy Chiaotou— Kawamura 
advances-Oku adVanees-Battle of Tashichiao- 
Comments-4th Army advances-Russian Position at 
. Hsimucheng-Battle of Hsimucheng-Comments- 
Advance of X. Corps-Battle on East Front 31st July 
-Comments-Situation after Engagements of 31st 
July — Port Arthur 


Stobssbl had at first accepted the position created 
by the Japanese advance of the 26th oune. ow 
ever, having given his enemy plenty of 
Port Arthur to entrench himself, he decided to 

retake the Houyanslian mountain. 

About 1 E.M. on the 3rd July a Russian battery 
came into action against the troops holding the 
mountain, and about 5 P.M. a second battery opened 
fire, and several attacks by infantry, probably three 
or four battalions, were attempted, some of which 
were made in close order ‘with bands playing and 
all the accompaniments of an old-time battle. 

I K. E., 37, 38, p. 46. 
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During tie iiiglit 3rcl“4tli several attacks were 
attempted by small parties. On 4:tb July tbe attack 
was resumed, and tbis tim^ a whole division at 
least was employed. Th^ Itussian rifle fire forced 
tlie Japanese artillery to withdraw farther back, and. 
about 6 p.M. the lash Japanese reserve was put into 
the firing line. Stillfhe Eussian attack was pressed, 
and but for a terrible thunderstorm ilSpit «feve 
been successful. 

In the evening the 1st Beserve Brigade from 
Dalny reinforced the Japanese, and the Eussians 
had to discontinue the attack. On the 5th they 
withdrew to their original position. 

The fight of the 3rd seems to have been a recon- 
naissance preceding the desperate and well-con- 

^ ducted battle of the 4th. The Eussian 

Comments . « , , , ^ 

yiiantry seem to have fought remarkably 

well, in spite of their close formations. 


Kuropatkin had hurried to Hsimucheng on hear- 
ing of the loss of the Eenshuiling Pass ; but oo 

Events in Jtine he returned to Haicheng. 

the main He brought up to that point part of the 
X. Corps, which had begun to arrive; 
but, with the exception^ of the 2nd Brigade 31st 
Division and three batteries, he sent these troops 
back to Liaoyang on the 7th July. The 2nd 
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Brigade 35tli' Infantry Division,. the-'Smd .Brigade 
31st Infantry Division, and tire 5tli East Siberian 
Eifle Division were^ placed at- Hsimnclieng and 
' Haicbeng. Tlie IV. "^Siberian Corps remained^ 
■ Tasbicbiao, tbe I. at Kaipiiig. • 

Distribution Count Keller ba^^ evacuated tbe passes 
in front of tbe li^e of tbe Lan river, 
l>esshai3!^ and gone back tojtbe ridge behind that 
stream witb troops on tbe pasges and rgserves at 
Tawan and LangtziiBban. A detacbinent occupied 
Cbiaotou. Tbe cavalry (Rennenkampfs Division) 
was north of tbe Taitse river. 

On tbe nigbt of 3rd”4tb July tbe Russians at- 
tempted to recapture tbe Motienling Pass. Two 

battalions attacked tbe outposts about 
Night : 

Attack on 4 A.M. on tbe 4tb; one battalion attacked 

Motienling Temple, some 800<% yards north 

of tbe Old Temple, overran the piquet, and nearly 

reached the support, when it was checked by a 

reconnoitring party of twenty men sent from 

the Kew Temple. At tbe same time a company 

from tbe Old Temple, skilfully moving under 

cover of a ridge Just northward of the line of tbe 

Russian attack, took tbe battalion in tbe left flank. 

Tbe Russians formed to tbe left to meet this attack, 

and were then taken in fljmk by tbe reconnoitring 

party, who bad fallen back to tbe edge of tbe wood.* 

1 1. H., i.1237. 
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^The Eulsians now retreated, followed by the 
^ panese, who had been reinforced. The other 

ha^'been directed on the 
pie, fell back on# seeing the failure +1. 

.ttack „„ .1. ^ th, atCJ 11: 

,W yi aW eertaialy Kav, aac- 


^ As the Japanese on the south front anneared 
e inactire, Kuropatkin decided to utilise his avail- 
Co^t fie troops to support Count Keller and 

*“ -npport tie 

twined at 

aad three batteries^ Tawa^ ’‘”e«'Je 

batteries at Cbiaotoa B ’ *’'‘S*<** “'i ‘Iree 

- ia the d “r:, Pe^rer™^'’* 

a reer“:^:S;:„Va‘:t;!hT™” 

recapturing the passes.^ Por the att^ f ^ 

ordered for the 17th 7 7 

columns:-. detailed three 

Ma^n ^^^--Fourteen and a half battalions 

battery, four mountain guns. 


ri.H.,p.240. 


“K. E., 41, 42, p. 62. 
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Bight FUnk Guard, to move against 

kailing Pass— One battalion. 

Left Flank Guard,\:!^ move against the Japa- 
nese near Hsiamatang-Tbree battalions^ 

nail a squadron. . 

Reserve at Tawan— Apparently twelve to four- 

nine^ batteries. 

The roads which dehoiich iab the valley oi the 
Lan „v„ were held by the Japa.»s, 2 ad 
distributed as follows ; — 

On the Motienling Pass : 30th Regiment 
On the Hsmkailing Pass : 4th Regiment 
t Liensbankwan Headquarters: 29th Re<yi-. 
nient and the divisional troops ^ 

Telephone communication was established. 
Southward, with advanced troops on the Lanholin 

Pass lay the Guards’ Division (less a mixed brigade 
attached to the 4th Army). 

Pacing Chiaotou was the 12th Division. At this 

place were now posted a brigade and four bat- 
teries of the 9th Division (X. Corps), under General 
Hersohelman, with some Cossacks attached. 

On the night of the 16th-17th Count Keller 
advanced, with the evident 'intention of surprising 
The Russian Japanese. About midnight the 
piquets, one company 4th Regiment, 
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Boa. sides reinforoed cm /notter ° nd a 
^brmisl. lasted all tie i^th. li 4ft r ^ 
'vas agisted by a battalion of OmJ, 

•>“‘'1= »» ^aioumentzu. ‘ ' 

ooiifte column Mcn^eTThd f””'! *' 

‘»e ..%e, XftYr li”rn 

in action, ani loLft^o “ ” , 

^ocal reserve TIia -R,, • ^ oattalion as a 

0 .. fl.o H,bt ftoy snote;“r"Y"^ 

»* am Japanese left”” tY”V.° 
b ‘!m Old Temple *’ 

»i‘h“:i!ti?:~ei: ™ “*» --o, 

oians iept reoeivino" ewl 

Aboui8.i.M 

seeu coming up, onTb^tTr were 

to .snpport the Russian leT"" 
caught bj the Japanese artilj’er ^ -"^as 

in a very few minutes.^ ThJ ^°st 300 men 
E..«an eiibtt. on ftein left, JZ.Zto 


1 b H., i. p. 268. 
I- H., 269. 


A.3«:. 
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Japanese reinforcements appeared on the Russian left 
and enfiladed their line at long ranged 
^ At 9 A.M. the Japanek artilleiy, which had been 
firing on a ridge north of the Old Temple, turned^ 
eir fire on to the Temple itself, and at 9.10 a.m 
the Russians retreated. All this^time their field bat- 
tery had b^een in a position of readiness near Lichia- 
putzu. Some companies of thd 22nd East Siberian 
Rifle Regiment from the reserve occupied a ridge to 
check the general Japanese advance. 

Ihe pursuit was not pressed very far, for the 
Japanese were in inferior force. It was not till 
0 p.M. that the Russian artillery came into 
action and fii-ed against the troops on the Hsinkailing. 
The fire ceased about 4.30 p.m. The Russians remained 

in position in front of Lichiaputzu till next 

morning. ^ 

On the Japanese right the action took the follow- 
ing course. The 16th Regiment, which occupied 
Action on the pass, was ordered to send one 
Japanese battalion to assist at the Hsinkailing, 
three companies were on outpost on 
the roads to Chiaotou, Anping, and Tiensuitien. 

^^out 3 A.M. the force was warned of the action 
at Hsinkailing, but it was 11.40 a.m. before it was 

strenj,th _of the Japanese holding the pass had been increased to 
^ ree regiments, and that of the Russians to four regiments ” 

IS not clear where three Japanese regiments came W 


126 


I;:;:: ^ ^ 

I THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 

attacked ^ by two battalions and some cavalry ap- 
proaching from the direction of Chiaoton. The 
company on this road fe^fi back on to its main 
^ine of defence. Here li was reinforced by a com- 
pany of pioneers from the General Eeserve of the 
division.^ At 8 a.:^. two Russian battalions from 
the direction of Ai^ping attacked the outpost com- 
pany on that road, and succeeded in'^seizing a 
high wpoded height, which dominated the Japanese 
position. At 9 a.m. this oiffepost company was re- 
inforced by two more companies. At the same time 
the company on the southern road was attacked. 
Just as this company was about to retire, it was 
reinforce'!. The Russians now fell back, and occu- 
pied a ridge. Meanwhile the Russians continued 
to attack the companies on the Anping road. About 
1.30 p.M.ra Japanese battalion from the General 
Reserve arrived. About 4.30 p.m. the Russians 
withdrew. There was no pursuit. 

The Russians ^were tired after a long night 

march, but it is evident that they were very exactly 

_ informed as to the position of the Japa- 

Comments m 

nese outposts. The non-employment of 

their artillery is inexplicable. 

The action was no doubt intended as a recon- 
naissance in force, bu^t even so the distribution is 
incomprehensible, A frontal attack has but little 
II. H., p. 259. 260. 
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chaiice of success in mountainous country, but on 
tbe otber band a flank attack bas mucli in its 
favour. To distribil^e tbe force, tkerefore, as 
Keller did appears quite -unsound. It is also ini:; 
possible to say wby be kept so strong a reserve. 
Possibly be bad been told nc^t to employ tbe two 
regiments of tbe 9tb Divisio^ (X. Corps) unless 
necessary. 

Sir Ian Hamilton, wbo was an- eye-witness of tbe 
battle, makes tbe following comments: — 

1. Tbe Russian officers exposed tbemselves un- 
necessarily. 

2. Tbe Russian method of fire was section volleys. 

3. Tbe men were placed at close interval, without 
reference to cover. 

On tbe other band bis praise of tbe gallant bear- 
ing of tbe Russians is expressed in glowing terms, 
and be says : It is passing strange that soldiers 
so steady and formidable in retreat should be so 
slow and sticky in tbe attack.^’^ 

Sir Ian seems further of opinion, that with a 
proper disposition tbe attack would have been suc- 
cessful in temporarily dislodging tbe Japanese.^ 

Profiting by tbe moral effect of tbe victory at 

tbe Motienling on tbe 17tb, Kuroki ordered tbe 

^ ^ 12tb Division to ^occupy Cbiaotou. 

Advance of ^ , / 

Japanese . The Russian position ’’ was a strong 

one against tbe east. It consisted of a 


H.,,L p, 277. 
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low ridge witli an abrupt slope overlooking the 
valley of the Hsi river. On the other hand the 
dead ground from the arti^ery position was con» 
^derable. <? 

The Russian force consisted of one brigade, 9th 
Division (X. Corp^), commanded by General 
Herschelman, four l^atteries of field and one of 
mountain artillery, &d one regiment of Cossacks. 

General Inouye# who commanded the 12th Divi- 
sion, moved forward on the ISth, and by evening 
the outposts on both sides were in touch. Half the 
16th Regiment (2nd Division) was to reinforce tjie 
12th Division. 

There w^as a sharp musketry and artillery action 
on the evening of the 18th. During the 
night the Japanese artillery occupied their posi- 
tions, and# the morning opened with an artillery 
duel. The Russians at first suffered heavily, but 
after a time found the range, and as the Japanese 
had expended two-thirds of their ammunition and 
the Russians had wsuffered heavily, about 9 a.m. the 
artillery fire died away. 

Meanwhile the infantry had been advancing from 
their position on the Chiaotou ridge. About 7 a.m., 
seeing that a frontal attack "was impossible, Inouye 
despatched a regiment^ to turn the Russian right. 
It had to make a detour of tw^elve miles or more, 
and was supported by a battalion and a half of the 
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16tli Eegiment. As Inonye had 'been obliged to 
detach two companies to the north to guard against 
an attack from the direction of Penhsihu, practi- 
cally no reserve remained^in hand. 

The frontal attack was pressed boldly ; three 
separate advances in thick lin^s of skirmishers were 
niade.^ 

Herschelman had covered uis right with a bat- 
talion, but when the Japanese burning movement 
made itself felt, seeing himself outmatched, about 
2 p.M. he withdrew his artillery. Inouye at the 
same time ordered his artillery to advance. About 
4 p.M. the Russian flank guard began the with- 
drawal, and about 5 p.m. the crest of the ridge 
was reached by the Japanese, who pursued the 
Russians with fire. 

The commander of the turning column* seeing the 
Russians assembling about 3000 yards behind their 
position, was able by an unperceived movement to 
get on their line of retreat and inflict a heavy loss 
on them. 

There are only two points of much interest in 
this little action. First, the skilful use of cover 
by the Japanese artillery, which enabled 
thirty-six mountain guns to equal forty 
Russian guns of very superior power. Secondly, 
the fine marching of the force which turned the 
Russian right. 

^ Meiinier, 140. 

B.-j. I : 
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After this engagement Kuroki stood fast for some 
time, btit movements were continued by the 4tb 
and 2nd Armies. The advalfee of these armies had 
freen brought up against flae series of strong Bussian 
entrenched positions from Yinkou through Tashi- 
chiao to Hsimuchen^. The main position was at 
Tashichiao, and wa^ occupied by the I. and IV^ 
Siberian Corps (less 1st Brigade, 2nd Siberian Infantry 
Division) with MiscSienko’s and^Kossakowski’s Cavalry 
Divisions, the whole commanded by ZarubaiefE. 

Early in July Marshal Oyama arrived from 
Japan at Kaiping, and took command of the Japa- 

Arrival of forces. He was accompanied by 

Marshal General Kodama, a brilliant soldier, 

whose reputation both as a soldier and 
an administrator (he had been Governor of Formosa) 
stood most extremely high. The relations of these 
two men to one another appear to have been most 
happy. 

At the end of June the 2nd Army had occupied 
the Russian lines at Hsiungyaocheng, but was un- 
2 nd Army *0 continue its advance up the 

Advances railway until sufficient stores had been 
accumulated, for at present the railway itself was 
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Bot usaMe. At last tie army advanced , and 011 
tie 7 ti July tie' advance guard drove . tie 
Russian rearguard ''from tie liills ' about ^ a 
mile sontli of Eaiping, and it was seen tiat tie 
Russian position was a very strong one, and. covered 
a front of , almost seven, miles.* The ground in front 
pf tie position was open, and' on the night, of 8ti- 
9 ti 'Oku moved, his army' across 'tie open gromid, 
and on tie 9,ti about 7.30 'A.V.^ an eliveioping 
Russians attack was delivered. But tie Russians 
Retire . had already vacated the position and 
retired on Tasiiciiao. From tie lOti to tie 22 nd 
tie army remaiiiecl halted, holding a line ' north of 
Kaiping while, : transport ' arrangements were being 
perfected. ' The railway -was' now employed .as a tram- 
way, the wagons being nian-handled. Jimks also were 
used to land stores near Kaiping, to which town, they 
were transported by Chinese carts. Constant s.kirmishes 
took place along the front. 

To assist the advance of tie 2nd Army Kawa- , 
mura iad been ordered to demonstrate in tie ■ 
4tli Army direction of Kaiping. Tie denionstra-. 
Advances tion was made by two columns, one of 
a . mixed ’’ . regiment and ' one of ■ a mixed-” 
brigade, wRici moved in tit- direction of Tangciii. 
Tiey were easily contained by' tie Russians, but 
iad tie desired effect of keeping Miseienko idle. 

R.,i. 94. ■■ 
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On tlie 15tli Misclienko made a reconnaissance 
witli eiglit squadrons, one and a lialf battalions, 
and a battery in the direction of Tangcbih, and 
established the fact that the Japanese were not in 
force in this direction. 

On the 20th Oku Wued orders for the advance 
against the Eussiani position at Tashichiao. 0^3^ 
Battle of 22nd heavy rain caused a postpone- 

Tashichiao'^ ment ol the movement till the 23rd.^ 

(ff 

The position occupied by the Eussian force under 
Zarubaieff was a strong one. 

The Russian right, which was close to the 

Position railway, rested on a hillock called 
Niuhsinshan, and a village called Tienchiatun, 
both of 'which were strongly entrenched and pro- 
tected with obstacles. To the left of this village 
is a slight hill east of the village of Wangmatai, 
also strongly entrenched, and behind this were 
placed five of the eight batteries of the I. 
Corps, one other being on the right and the 
remaining two with the reserve. East of this there 
is a considerable MU, rising some 180 feet above 
the plain. The western portion of this hill and 
the ground to the westward was held by the 
I. Siberian Corps. Eastward of this as far as the 
Tapingling Pass stood the lY. Siberian Corps- 
East of this again was Mischenko with a brigade 
1 B. 0. B. , i. 96, 
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of Cossacks and two and a lialf battalions. The 
reserve, consisting of three regiments and two bat- 
teries, was ill rear of the centre at Hnangtassu. The 
extreme right was watched* by Kossakowski’s Cavalry 
Brigade. 

A second position had beer* roughly prepared in 
rear of the right flank. ^ 

On the right the ground is" open and dotted with 
villages. At this season the plitin is covered with 
the kaoliang ^ now about six feet high. In front 
of the left is a tangled jumble of hills of no great 
lieight, but with steep gullies and ravines. The 
Eussian force present was : 

1. Siberian Corps ; 

24 battalions 
8 batteries 

3 companies engineers • 

lY. Siberian Corps (less 1 brigade) : - 
24 battalions 
3 batteries 

3 companies engineers 
Kossakowski : 

26 squadrons 
12 guns 
Mischenko: 

28 squadrons 
12 guns 

^ Joiirnal IJ. S. I. of India, vol! xxxvi. p. 287. Article by 
Captain Arelidale, B.S.O., K.H.A. 

2 lY. Siberian Corps consisted of 2iid and 3rd Siberian Infantry 
Division with regiments of four battalions each. 
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In round numbers : 

5000 sabres 

30.000 bayonets 
112 guns 

To oppose this Oku’s army consisted of : 

4 divisions 
1 cavalry brigade 
1 altillery brigade 
Probably about : 

^400 sabres 

45.000 bayonks 
252 guns 

On the morning of the 23rd the Japanese adr* 
vanced. On the right the 5th Division, next to 
them the 3rd Division, then the 6th on 

The Japa- 
nese Ad- the main Kaiping-Tashichiao road, and 
vance Division. 

evening the army had reached a line from Hsia- 
tangchih across the Hualinshan mountain to the 
Wutaishan mountain on the main road. 

On the left the advance was opposed by Sams- 
sonoif’s cavalry and horse artillery, and it was 
necessary for the advance guard artillery to come 
into action.^ On the right the 5th Division occu- 
pied Tangchih, but were obliged to again evacuate 
that place. 

For the 24th Oku isshed orders for the 5th Divi- 
sion to attack the Tapingling Pass, the 3rd Division 
^ B/O. E., i. 97. 


THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 


I3S 


to advance on ' their left as far as a hill north 
of Shanhsitou. Connecting with the left of the 3rd, the 
6th Division was to attack the hill north of Kanchiatun, 
taking particular care to protect its left front. The 
4th Division and one regiment of artillery from the 
Artillery Brigade was to occupy Wutaishan to protect 
the left flank of the armj, and no advance was to 
be made therefrom till it was observed that the general 
attack elsewhere was succeeding.” 

The Artillery Brigade (less one regiment) was to 
take up a position on the Hualinshan and to open 
fire against Wangmatai, and also against the hill 
west of the Tapingling Pass. 

The cavalry brigade was to cover the left. 

The reserve (one regiment each, 3rd and 6th Divi- 
sions) was to be at Tulaopotien. 

At 5.30 A.M. in the morning on tBe 24th the 
first Japanese guns opened fire, and were answered 
by the fire of the concealed guns 
The Battle Siberian Corps. Gradu- 

TkshicMao Japanese brought no less 

than thirteen batteries, or seventy - eight guns, 
into action against the I. Siberian Corps, 
but were unable to silence the Russian guns. 
About 9 A.M. the infantry of the 6th Division 
advanced, but not with any determination, and as 
a result Stakelberg was able to keep his infantry 
sheltered and did not occupy the trenches; never- 
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tlieless lie thouglit that the main attack was to be 
pressed against his corps, and counselled Zarubaieff 
to retreat. His advice was ignored. When the 6th 
Division had reached KancMatun the 4th Division 
advanced, though temporarily checked by enfilade 
fire {rom the horse artillery with Kossakowski, and 
dismounted fire action of the Cossacks. The 4th 
Division occupied a line from Liupaitassu to Nm- 
chiatun, and seventy-two more guns were brought 
into action. The result of this fighting was that 
two infantry divisions supported by 144 guns failed 
to defeat twenty-four weak battalions supported by 
sixty-four guns. This result was due entirely to 
the artillery; and, further, three of the eight Rus- 
sian batteries were able to assist the battle of the 
IV. Siberian Corps on the left. 

Meanwhileron the right the 6th Japanese Division had 
advanced over very difScult ground, and pushed back 
the Russian advanced troops on to the main line. 
The Japanese were able to bring seventy-two guns 
into action on this flank, but the superior metal of the 
Russian pieces enabled them to check the Japanese 
infantry. A desperate assault by the firing line of the 
3rd Division was thrown back by a determined local 
counter-attack with the bayonet. Gradually the 
reserves on both sides ^vere drawn into the fight; 
but the Japanese could make no progress, and as 
Oku had only held two regiments in his reserve, and 
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liad utilised OD.e to support tlie left, lie was unable 
to further reinforce his right, without denuding him- 
self of the means of repulsing a counter-attack. 

About midday Zarubai^ff had instructed General 
Shileiko, who commanded the left, to communicate 
with Mischenko, with a view, to making a counter- 
attack. An attempt was made to advance, a bat- 
••talion moving in the direction of Yangtsaokou, but 
the movement met resistance anj^ came to nothing, 
and, as about this time the Japanese 5th Division 
gained a little ground, the idea of a counter-attack 
was given up. 

As the sun set the artillery fire broke out again 
afresh, and in the dusk repeated attacks were made 
by parties of the Japanese infantry. Finally, about 
10 P.M., when the moon rose,^ the 5th Division 
attacked and reached the first line pf trenches. 
There was bloody hand-to-hand fighting in the 
dark, hut the Japanese got no farther at the 
moment. . 

Meanwhile Zaruhaieff, who had learnt that the 
artillery ammunition was very short, and had now 
only six battalions of his reserve left, had decided 
to retreat. This he did without loss, and about 
3 A.M. the 5th Division occupied the main line of 
trenches on the Tapingling Pass, which was found 
held only by a rearguard., 

0. R., i 101, 
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Tlie Russians retired on Haicheng, burning their 
stores at Tashichiao. The Japanese followed, but 

gave up the pursuit three or four miles north of 

Tashichiao. 

ft 

Occupation On the 26th Yinkou was occupied, the 
o Y,nkou Russian detachment there retiring on 
Niuehuang.. 

^ The losses on either sid^ were not heavy : Ens- 
sians, 620^^ Japanfise, 1044. 

The capture of Tashichiao was strategically of 
the greatest importance, for it is the junction of 
Comments railway from Yinkou, and thus 

°P®ned a valuable line of communica- 
tions to the Japanese. The engagement was typi- 
cal of the Russian defensive methods. There was 
no reason for the Eiissians to retire. 

The frwital attack of the Japanese 2nd Army 
supported by 252 guns had made but little impres- 
Sion upon the Russian artillery, which at the highest 
estimate fell short of half that number of pieces. 
The skdful use of ground by the Russians kept 
the positions of their guns hidden from the more 
numerous artillery of the Japanese, who, in order 
to support the infantry attack, and to counteract 
longer-ranging weapons of their adversaries, 
^.le forced to make frequent changes of position, 
the jost of casualties in men and horses. The 
^ G.,S., 11 . p. 63, places Eussiao losses at 2000 (about), 
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fiussiaa army had, indeed, much cause for satis- 
faction at the day’s fighting. Por fifteen hours it 
had withstood the assaults of its formidable, and 
hitherto successful, oppomnts ; while the brunt of 
the attack had been borne by a reserve division. 
Yet ail the self-sacrifice and*courage of the troops 
were wasted, and the battle was decided, as many 
%ther battles have been* by events beyond the im- 
mediate scene of action, and by the character of the 
rival generals; for \thile the Japanese prepared to 
renew the attack, General Zarubaiefi retired.”^ The 
student of history will at once remember how 
Napoleon stood fast after the drawn battle of Eylau 
while Bennigsen retired. In that case, however, 
Napoleon’s marshals urged retreat, Bennigsen’s 
generals begged him to stand. It should also be 
noticed, as bearing on the weakness of*the Bussian 
strategical conceptions, that by the middle of July 
Kuropatkin had at Haicheng and Hsimucheng the 
following troops: 

1st Brigade 2nd Sib. Inf. Division (IV. Corps) 

5th E. S. K. Division 

35th Infantry Division 

2nd Brigade 31st Inf. Division 

At this time the only troops threatening Hsiinu- 
eh eng was the 10th Division, which had recently 
captured the Fenshuiling Pass. Thus Kuropatkin 
, , ^ a S.^,iL Q2, 
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could h.av’e easily placed three strong brigades, if 
not four, at Zarnbaieff’s disposal for a great counter- 
stroke. 

The peculiar relations of the subordinate generals 
to Zarubaieff and to one another are of great interest. 
That Stakelberg should have suggested retreat when 
his infantry had not occupied their trenches is sin- 
gular; but the negotiation's which resulted in the*’ 
abortive counter-a|tack against the 5th Division 
were still more remarkable. <3-eneral Shileiko had 
first to ^‘arrange’’ the co-operation of Mischenko. 
To this he obtained that generaFs ^Vconsent.*^ 
However, when he sought to obtain the assistance 
of the troops on his right under General Kossovitch, 
he was met with a blank refusal.^ 

A bold offensive movement on this flank might 
have resulted in driving back the 5th Division. 
It would however, in all probability, have only 
had a temporary success. In this connection it is to be 
noted that co-operation between the various Russian 
leaders was most loyal during the defence.^ 

The effect of the withdrawal on the moral of 
the Russian troops was bad, as is witnessed by Herr 
von Schwartz, a German war correspondent. The 
interest of the engagement hinges principally on 
the action of the artiflery. So impressed had 
Stakelberg been by the results of the fire of the 

1 R. M. G. (1907), vol. ii. p. 162* 2 
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concealed Japanese gnus at Telissn, tliat lie placed 
all Ills, batteries under cover. Tbe original posi- 
tions constructed bad been in the open, and tbe 
empty pits were shelled by tbe Japanese. Tbe only 
battery that suffered severely was tbe 4tb of tbe 1st 
East .Siberian Eifle Division/ wbicb changed, posi- 
|iion to a spot whence its flashes were visible.^ The 
artillery of the lY. Siberian Corps was not quite 
so well concealed, ■ and some of ' ifs batteries suffered 
heavily. ' 

With regard to the Japanese dispositions, it can- 
not be:' said that they were skilful.. '' Combined 
Training,?^ points out that the power of the modern 
arms confers increased facility for manoeuvre on the 
assailant, by' enabling him 'to establish an impene- 
trable screen and manoeuvre at ease behind it. 
The Japanese possessed undoubted superiority of 
manoeuvre over the Eussians. Their left flank in 
a manoeuvre by the left would be secured by the 
fleet, their right in a manoeuvre through the moun- 
tains by the 10th Division. Yet Oku made a pure 
frontal attack on a, carefully-prepared position. 


Towards the end of July, as tbe Japanese did 
not follow up their success, at Tashicbiao, and as 

Article by Colonel Bacbenkoin Tlie Russian Artilkry JournaL 
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Russian situation of the 12t]i Division ap- 

Dispositions peared to he isolated, while at the same 
time it threatened the Russian line of retreat, 
Kuropatkin, on the 27th July, ordered the X. Corps 
to collect at Anping and cover the left of the 
army, with the intention of initiating an offensive 
movement against the Japanese right. About th^ 
30tli July, then, the Russian troops were distributed 
generally -as follo-vTs : — 

Haicheng : with detachment at Niuchuang : I. and 
IV. Siberian Corps 

Hsimucheng : II. Siberian Corps « 

Tawan : East Detachment (III. Siberian Corps) 
Yushuling : X. Corps 
Arriving at Liaoyang : XVII. Corps 
Covering the left : Rennenkampf’s Cossack Division 
Covering the south front: Sainssonoff and Mis- 
chenko’s Cavalry Brigades 

Oyama now issued orders for the ad- 
vance of the 1st and 4th Armies, and 
this led to a series of engagements. 

On the 17th July General Baron Nodzu had 
arrived at Hsiuyen and assumed command of the 
4th Army Army, now consisting of the 10th 
Division and a reserve brigade. On the 
22nd the “ mixed Guards brigade marched to rejoin 
the 1st Army, and on the same day, under orders 
from headquarters, to assist the advance of the 
Army, Nodra moved his troops in several 
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columns up to tlie advanced troops, and by tbe 24tli 
was on a line some ten miles south of Hsimucheng. 
The right column had some severe fighting before 
it came into line. ^ 

Advancing thence, by the 28th the force had 
reached a line of high ground^ east of Yanglahuo to 
^Changchiaputzu, main body at Lamiifang, reserve 
at Yanglahuo. 

The 5th Division fright of tBe 2nd Army) was 
about five miles north of Tangchih, and in toucli 
with the left of the lOth Division. At 10.30 p.m. on 
ttie 28th Nodzu received instructions from head- 
quarters to capture Hsimucheng, and the 5th Divi- 
sion was placed under his orders, and from now 
on belonged to the 4th Army. 

Since the capture of the Fenshuiling and the 
retreat of General Lew^etsam to HsimuoTieng at the 
Russian June, the headquarters of the II. 

Disposition Siberian Corps (Zassulich) had been 
established there. The troops belonging to the 
corps assembled at Hsimucheng were (it is believed) : 

5th East Siberian Rifle Division, complete 
2nd Brigade Slst Infantry Division 
1st Brigade 2nd East Siberian Infantry Division 
2 regiments of Cossacks 
8 batteries • 

A fortified position had, as usual, been prepared 
with care. The main position was occupied by two 
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regimeats, 5t]i East Siberian Eifle Division, with, one in 
reserve; while the right was held by the 1st Brigade 
2nd East Siberian Mantry^Division. The 2nd Brigade 
31st Infantry Division formed the General Eeserve. 
General Mischenko wa^ in touch to the westward. 

The position extended some distance to the west 
of Hsimucheng. The left ^;ested on a considerable^ 
hill norjih of the village of Hungyaoling, 
Position **^and stretched outwards convexive to the 
Japanese along a ridge to the village of Sanchiao- 
shan. Westward of this a considerable hill was 
held as the right of the position.^ 

This position had a frontage of nearly seven and 
a half miles, an immense extension for twenty-six 
battalions. The right, where the country is very 
rough and mountainous, was covered by Mischenko. 

In spite of the difficulty of the country in front 
of his left, STodzu decided to send the 5th Division 
against the enemy’s right and rear, while 

j SLjPaXXCSC 

Plan of the 10th Division attacked in front, and a 
Attack 

column consisting of the bulk of the 10th 
Reserve Brigade turned the Russian left. 

Eor the 30th the troops were therefore ordered 
to reach the following positions: — 10th Reserve 
Brigade and 10th Division, a line Tafanghsin, 
Shanchengtzu, hill north of Hsiapachoukou ; 5th 
Division, advanced troops, hill south-east Xuchia- 
1 K. E., 41, 42, 49. 
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piitzu - Ymglaosliali - WangcliiapTitzii ; main body^ 
HoHsHblakon. 

, There was a gap of about five miles ' between the 
left of the lOtb and the right of tlie 5tb division, and 
special arrangements were made for intercommunication. 

The troops reached the placjes assigned for them 
on the 30th; the 10th Division and 10th Beserve 
Brigade being in three •columns, the 5th Division 
also in three columns. * 

At dawn on the 31st the 10th Division attacked 
and drove in the Biissian advanced troops from the 
hills south of Hsimucheng and west of 
e ttack failed to occupy the 

main position at that time. 

Meanwhile, on the left the 5th Division advanced 
at midnight, and pushing steadily forward, by 10 
A.M. had occupied, after severe fighting, the hills 
north and west of Hangchiaputzu ; here they got 
in touch with a mixed brigade of the 3rd Division 
sent out from the 2nd Army to co-operate. From 
this point some of their artillery could Join in the 
attack of the Bussian main position, and destroyed 
a battery of the 31st Infantry Division which had 
reinforced the Bussian right. 

About 11.30 A.M. a very determined assault by 
the 10th Division succeeded^, and the hill was occu- 
pied. While this was taking place, Kawamura had 
sent the divisional reserve to reinforce his left, but 
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they came iiader the fire of the Eussiaa batteries 
posted on a saddle north of HangcHapntzn, and 
were forced to halt, the two batteries coming into 
action. ^ 

Hearing that the 5th Division had taken the hill 
on the Russian right; Hodzu thought that the Rus- 
sians would retire, and despatched the General 
Reserve (one regiment) via Tafanghsin against the 
Russian left. Th*3 divisional reserve of the 10th 
Division also again attempted to advance. The 
Russians, however, had no intention of retreating, 
and the reserves having been brought up, Zasstj- 
lich ordered a counter-attack to be made on the 
captured position west of Hsimucheng. After 
repeated assaults, which gained some small suc- 
cess at first, the attack was repulsed by the Japa- 
nese, and the I. Siberian Corps withdrew, under 
orders from Kuropatkin, received about 11 
to Haicheng, and thence early in August to An- 
shanchan. 

The losses in the engagement w-ere : Russians, 
1550 ; Japanese, 836. 

On the 1st August the 4th Army continued its 
advance, on finding that the Russians had vacated 
Further their positions. The advance was con- 
Movements tinned on tbe 2nd hy the 2nd Army as 
well as the 4th. On the 4th August Haicheng was 
occupied, 

1 K. K, 41, 42, 52. 
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Eevertiiig to the moYements on the eastern front, 
as, a, result of the engagements of the 17th and 

istArm ■ July the Japanese 1st Army held 

a line from %\%st of Chiaotoii over the 

Motienling, along the line of passes to the Sando- 

ling Pass,^ held by the left the Guard division. 

The Guard Reserve Brigade was coming up in rear 

of the right, though exactly where it was is not 

apparent. One regiment at any* rate had been up 

for some time/ for at Aiyangcheng on the 22nd 

June a major of a reserve regiment was killed. 

* It will be recalled that in front of Kuroki had 

stood : the Eastern Detachment commanded by 

' . Count Keller, the 9th Division (X. 

Russians 

Corps) commanded by Herschelman, 
and Rennenkampf’s Cossack Division (commanded 
at present by General Ljubavin), abcfut nineteen 
squadrons and twelve guns. 

The capture of Chiaotou startled Kuropatkin, and 
on the\21st July he ordered General Sluchevski, 
the commander of the X. Corps, to collect his corps, 
to which was added the Kuban and Argansk Cos- 
sack Regiments, and a mountain batterj^ at Anping. 
The 2iid Brigade of the 31st Division, with a group 
of artillery, remained with the II. Siberian Corps. 

The 2nd Brigade of the •9th Division formed a 
screen, and by the 24th July the corps was con- 


Russians 
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centrated. Knropatkiii proceeded to Anping m 
persoii. ‘‘Six regiments of cavalry and very 
nearly two wiiole divisions of infantry under tke 
commander-in-ciief in person were now massed 
against the Japanese right; but it was decided 
that no attack conld be delivered, as the information 
about the enemy was not sufficiently definite. In 
this way four valuable da/s were wasted/ 
while, the battle/r- of Tashichiao and Zarubaieff^s 
retreat caused Kuropatkin tor return to Liaoyang, 
leaving to Sluchevski the prosecution of the offensive 
movement against the isolated 12th Japanese Divi- 
sion. Sluchevski proposed to advance systematically 
against the Japanese right at Chiaotou, fortifying 
his position each day as he advanced. He divided 
his corps into: — Advanced guard, two regiments, 
one squadron, two batteries, which advanced 
to the Yushuling Pass, occupying the ridge of 
Hsishan and driving back the Japanese posts. 
Main body, five squadrons, seven battalions, five 
batteries field, five guns mountain artillery, placed 
east of the village of Laoguanlin; the artillery at 
Tundiapu. Eight flank guard, one and a half squa- 
drons, two regiments, two battalions, one battery, 
two mountain guns, placed on the Pienling Pass 
to keep open communication with the East Detach- 
ment. The Japanese posts here also fell back 
1 0. S., ii. 109. 
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witlioiit fighting. Left flank gnaxd, six squadrons, 
one battalion, sent to the northward, to connect 
with the brigade of Cossacks near Penhsihu. 

The troops were in these positions on the 29th , 
ready to advance. On the 30th some changes in 
/the artillery distribution had to be made,^ and so 
the corps remained haltgd and began to strengthen 
its entrenchments; thus the great systematic for- 
ward movement did not continue- 

Facing the Japanese Guard and 2nd Bivision, 
the East Betachment now consisted of : the 3rd 
i^nd 6th East Siberian Bifie Bivisions, one regi- 
ment of Cossacks, and a mountain battery; a total 
of three squadrons, twenty-four battalions, and 
sixty-eight guns.‘^ 

The position occupied hy Count Keller formed 
a rough semicircle of which the centre was the 
Tangtzuling Pass, which the 2nd and Guard Divi- 
sions must use for their further advance. Prom 
the Pass runs a small stream which joins the Lan 
river at Tawan. The heights which form the gully 
in which this stream runs were occupied hy the 
Eussians, and at the point where the gully merges 
into the main valley these heights are only some 
300 yards apart. At this point the Russian posi- 
tion presented a sharp salient beneath which there 
was an area of dead ground distinctly favourable 
^ K 1., 41 , 42 , 67 , ' ' “ a S., ii. p. 161. 
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to the attack. Nevertheless the heights themselves 
are so rugged and broken that they can. only be 
scaled with the utmost difficulty : at one point upon 
which a Eussian battery was placed the ground dropped 
in a sheer precipiece of eighty feet into the bed of the 
river. But before 'this' dead ground could be 
reached the Japanese must^ cross the valley of the 
Lan river, about 800 yards in width. All the 
valleys leading into this main valley from the J apa- 
nese position were commanded by the Russian 
artillery. 

South of the main position a spur which guards 
the road from Chuchiaputzu w^as held by a regi- 
ment, while in rear of the right the 22nd East 
Siberian Rifle Regiment formed a refused flank to 
guard against a turning movement. 

The whole position was prepared for defence with 
the utmost care, with two exceptions, the crops 
in the Lan river valley were left standing, and 
the villages, though held, were not prepared for 
defence.^ 

Only twenty-eight field and the four mountain 
guns were placed in position and took part in the 

action. 2 

It is not yet clear how the troops were distributed, 
but it would seem that ‘'the 6th East Siberian Rifle 

112 . 

® G. S., ii. 161 (footnote). 
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Bivisio'n occupied tlie position and tlie wliole 3rd 
' East Siberian Rifle DiTision were held in reserve.^ 

. General . Euro ki decided to take the ofiensive 
along the wliole line on*. the 31st July,, and for 
|apanese this purpose divided his army as fol- 
Attack lows: — For the attack on the X. Corps^, 

he . detailed the 12th Division, with five reserve 
(Eobi) 'battalions/ and '*a' detachment of four bat- 
talions from the 2nd Division ;• for the, attack, on 
the East Detachment (or. III. Siberian Corps, as 
it. was afterwards called) were detailed the Guard 
and 2nd Divisions (less four battalions). 

Thus the battle divided itself naturally into two 
almost totally distinct engagements, for between the 
right of the X. and left of the' III. Siberian Corps 
was an almost unoccupied space of about four miles ■ 
in an air line, filled with pathless and migged 'hilis. 

For the attack on the East ' Detachment Euroii 
decided to hold the enemy in front and turn his' 

The Action right. , 

^staling General Fishi, commanding the 2nd 
Pass . Division, distributed his force for tlie, 
holding attack, to "be ready at daybreak, ,. as M-, 
lows:— Three battalions and four batteries, to be 
north of ■Chmchiaputzu; two. battalions and two- 
batteries south of , the sam^ and a half 


VG. S., ii. 116. 

^ G. a, ii. 111 . . 
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battalions to form the reserve, ^ east of Chincliia- 
putzu; tbe cavalry regiment and one and a half 
battalions to cover the right flank and reconnoitre 

in tli6 valley of tKe Lan ^river. 

The guards, who were to attack and outflank the 
Russian right, were' divided into four columns 
which may be called Gl, G2, G3, and G4, in order 
from the right, and were &rmed as follows ; - 

Gl, 1 >oop, 3 battalions, 3^ batteries, to march via 

^ 6 Usmkailing Pass to Makoumentzu. 

Gr2 lialf troop, 2 battalions, 2 batteries, to march via 

e Lanhobn Pass by a road made practicable the 

Cran'S”™” ™ 

G3 2 troops, 3 battalions, one mountain battery 
(from 12th Division, in exchange for a field battery) 

to march via the Papanling Pass. 

G4, 2 and a half troops, three battalions (less 1 com- 
pany), 1 battery, to march via Mayaputzu. 

The remainder of the cavalry, one and a quarter 
squadrons, were to go to Mayaputzu and cover the 

Divisional headquarters were with the reserve, one 

battalion, which was to follow G3.^ 

Intercommunication between the columns was to 
be maintained by the field telephone. 

nd G2, both of which were commanded by General 

1 XT TEH Jit 
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'B.O.R.,i. 191. 


THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 


^ 5 $ 


Asada, were to attack tlie riglit of tlie Bussian 
line, wHle G3 outflanked and attacked tke right flank, 
and G4, passing the right, took the line in rear. 

On the night of the 30th the divisions marched 
hy the light of the moon, and by daybreak on the 
31st, a blaring hot day, the troops had reached 
the positions indicated o-g. Map XI. 

G1 brought nine guns into action about 6 a.m., 
but could not find a position for the* remaining 
Action of the About midday the infantry ad- 

Guards vanced towards the south-west, but were 
^unable to get close to the Eussian trenches. ^ 

G2 had great difficulties on the march, but 
managed to get its guns into action about 7.50 a.m.^ 
The Eussians, however, silenced these batteries, 
which ceased firing about 8.20 a.m. ^The ground 
was very difficult, and the guns had to come into 
action one by one as available. 

About 9 A.M. the infantry advanced to the attack, 
covered by the Jcaoliang until they had to cross 
the bed of the Lan river, 250 yards wide.^ They 
cleared the village of Shuitayangtzu, and about 
12.30 p.M. reached a ridge, from which, however, 
they were unable to advance across the 250 yards 
or so separating them from the Eussian trenches, 
chiefly on account of enfilade fire from the right. 
G3 brought its battery into action soon after 
i B. 0. B. , i. 195. 2 g. o. M. Z. (1906), vol. i. 4S2. 
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daybreak, and sent the infantry forward. They 
advanced, covered by the kaoliang, against Eachia- 
piitzu and Hanchiaputzu. By 1 p.m. they were 
within a few hundred yards of the Eussian lines, 
but they did not get farther all day. 

G4, after a long add tiring march, reached the 
position shown in the sketch about 1 p.m. Here 
they halted, not knowing anything about the other 
columns. Interconimunication by field telephone 
proved quite useless, and it was impossible for the 
different columns to know what was happening else- 
where. 

At 9.5 A.M. four batteries of the 2nd Division 
came into action, and continued bombarding the 

and Division trenches for some time. Later 

the other three batteries came into 
action. An' artillery duel continued till about 

10 A.M., during which the Japanese suffered 
severely. 

About noon the Japanese reopened fire on the 
Eussian artillery positions, and about 2 p.m. an- 
other duel began. 

At 3.30 P.M., as the Guards’ advance had stopped, 
Kuroki decided to send the 2nd Division infan% 
forward io the attack, and the columns G1 and G2 
were ordered to co-operate. The divisional reserve 
was sent into the fight to join G2, but without 
effect. A Eussian counter-attack through the scrub 
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on G2, from the spur which they held in such close 
proximity, was beaten back.^ 

The attack of the 2nd Division was the last 
resort, and the whole avaJlable force (six battalions) 
took part in it. It should be remembered that at 
this time the result of the action of his 12th Divi- 
sion against the X. Corps was not known to Kiiroki. 

Pushing steadily forward under a hail of shrap- 
nel, the advance was hardly oppSsed by the Russian 
infantry, who were* withdrawing. Count Keller, 
who is described by Freiherr von Tettau as a 
knightly spirit/’ had died a soldier’s death 
amongst his men, having been struck down with 
thirty-six wounds from a shrapnel shell which burst 
close to him. His death took the heart out of the 
Russian defence, and his successor decided to with- 
draw, though there was no necessity •whatever to 
retreat. 

By 5.30 P.M. the Japanese infantry had occupied 
the Russian trenches. 

Returning to the battle of the 12th Division 
and X. Corps, the Russian position at Tu- 
shulintssu was on the Hsishan ridge. 
The Actions This ridge forms the southern side 
fh® Hsi river, valley, a flat stretch 
Pienling about 250(i yards wide and well 

cultivated. The Hsishan ridge is 

^ S. 0. M. Z. (I90a), Y9ln h 432. 
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a mountain called by the Jan h 

connected to the northel walfT^ Matarayama, 
col. Maknravama w '■ ciountains by a 

two batteries and the* 12M Plaeed 

teries had -eat dZu The bat- 

o™. t. tfe ■! 

‘ta, b„i aiJr^t »>“ »M PMi- 

tte ia,t sJZl J! ^°T' *'»”* “* 

*.nt diz‘eJir:; 

After the cattle of the 19th July Ge^neral Ino 
iad occupied the ridge of Chiaoto!. 
farther west is the Hsishan ridge. ^ 

‘W*®' «“* ‘•‘“e were 

t«« .age ort:~r™“»“.facw 

General Inouye thought ® But 

with good reason.” ‘ The Hsishr^'- PJ-obably 
b, wgK., £nS. 

= F.v.T.,,p.2U. ^ 

®It should be remembered that T5„i • ^■’ P- ®*- 
SUquadro^, 16 guns, was at PethliS ^ battalions, 

O., 1}, JilJ, 
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Iiiouye^ pi ef erred to adYaace near to tlie eastern 
foot of tlie ridge, and there to solidly entrench him- 
self and deliberately allow the Russians to occupy 
the Hsislian ridge, whei^ Inouye considered that 
from his position he could attack them with every 
prospect of success. This proceeding was peculiar, 
and merits particular attention.^ 

Japanese To attack the Russians General Inouye 
Attackj divided his force int8 four portions: — 
Right column, to 'Attack the Yushuling position : 

1 brigade (6 battalions), 5 batteries 
^ Left column, to attack the Pienling position : 

1 squadron, 1 brigade (less 1 battalion), 1 battery 
This column was to be assisted by four battalions, 
2nd Division. 

Right hank guard, in the direction of Penhsihu : 

3 squadrons, 1 battery 

5 battalions Guard Reserve Brigade - 
Reserve : 

1 battalion, 1 battalion engineers (less detachments) 
The idea was to seize Makurayama and Pienling 
first. The whole force could then attack the Hsi- 
shan ridge. 

It should be remembered that the X. Corps was 

formed of infantry I'egiments of four battalions 

each, not rifle* regiments of three bat- 
TlseX. Corps _ i.' 

talions. It was short of one Brigade. The 

i G. S., ii. 112. . 
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corps had a balloon, which did not render much 
service, 

Buring the night of 30th~31st a position, for two 
batteries was diig on the left of the line of Japanese 
Japanese entrenchments, extending across the Hsi 
Attack valley, about 100 yards behind the 

crest of a slight slope.^ r 

At 4 A.M. the right column started for the attack 
of Makurayama, two battalion,s attacking in front, 
three battalions moving along the hills to turn the 
Russian right. 

The right attack succeeded in surprising the 
piquet on the col joining Makurayama to the main 
ridge, and, dashing forw’ard, reached the crest 
l)e.fore the Russians and opened fire on their 
camp. The Russians, hastily falling in, endea- 
voured to recover the hill ; the commander of the 
2nd battalion, Colonel Lipovan, took his battalion 
forward with the bayonet on his own initiative.- 
Meanwhile, the second Japanese battalion had suc- 
ceeded in reaching, unobserved, the dead ground 
at the foot of the hill, and attacked the Russians 
who were engaged with the enemy on the col. 
At 7.7 the Japanese guns opened fire, and by 
8.30 A.M. Maktirayama was entirely in the hands of 
the Japanese infantry, the l22nd Regiment retreating to 
a ridge about a mile west of Makurayama, General 

3B. 0. B.,i p. m 2F. V. T., i p. 214. ^B. 0. K, i. 216. 
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Grekofij who commanded the Eussian left ilaii.k 
gnardj sent assistance, in the shape of two sotnias 
and two nionnted scont detachments. Three com- 
panies were sent o¥er foom the right flank, and 
about 10 A.M. a battalion of the 33rd Regiment 
came np into the firing line,- while a battalion of 
the 34th Regiment formed up in reserve behind the 
left flank. ^ 

The very inferior Japanese infantry under an 
enfilade fii'e from Efeishan could not advance, nor 
could they occup 3 r the hare crest of Makiirayama. 
About 9.30 A.M. a fierce counter-attack was de- 
livered, but was repulsed. No more Russian bat- 
teries were brought up, though the Japanese fire 
was very accurate, and prevented the few Russian 
guns from assisting their infantry.^ 

The Japanese artillery advanced about 7 a.m. to 
a covered position about 3100 yards from the main 
Russian position, but only nineteen guns were able 
to find space to come into action. ^ 

Meanwhile, the three batteries on the left had 
advanced and, occupied the hill above Liensha. 
Seeing that a further advance was difficult, they 
awaited the action of the left column, entrenching 
themselves on the edge of a kaoliang field. 

Towards noon the firing ^died away. 

The left column marched at 5.30 a.m., and occii- 

2B. 0. 
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■pied East Pienlmg at 7 a*m, almost without resist- 
ance. The attack on the main position 
Left Column Pienling proved difficult, al- 

though the Eussians wer^s without artillery. At 8 
A.M. the Japanese battery opened fire, but found 
the Eussian infantry , difficult to locate. The Eus- 
sian right now endeavoured to envelop the Japanese 
left. The Japanese artillery, however, succeeded in 
finding the Eussian ibfaiitry in a sunken road, and a few 
men (said to be a party of seven worked round and 
enfiladed the Eussian left. A battalion was sent up to 
reinforce the Russian left, but the Japanese, seeing 
their chance, dashed forward and seized a crest, 
from which they were able to fire on the reinforce- 
ments. The wdiole of the troops on the Eussian 
left w^ere then obliged to retire over a narrow gully, 
in which they suffered heavy losses. 

About 11 A.M. the entire Eussian line commenced 
to retreat into the valley west of the position. At 
this moment General Okasaki, with four battalions 
of the 2nd Division, arrived on the flank of the 
Eussian line of retreat. A straggling engagement 
ensued. The Japanese pushed on over the very 
difficult ground in pursuit, but at every point of 
vantage the Eussians turned to bay. About 3 f.m, 
a Eussian battery near^Lipiyii opened fire on the 
pursuers, who thereupon halted. 
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General SlnclieYski, on tearing of the engage- 
ment at Pienlingj sent forward two battalions from 
tbe,, reserve, , and also reinforced tlie troops on Hsi- 
stall. Tbe retreating troops from Pienling^ wbicli 
had rallied beyond Lipiyn^ were ordered to advance, 
blit did not do so. « 

, About the same time Grekoff reported the advance 
of infantry and, artilleiy*» against the left. It is not 
clear what these troops, were. ' ' 

About 3 p.M. a. fnliher attempt.-to advance was 
made by the Japanese, and .again about 7 p.m. a 
furious cannonade preluded an attempt to advance, 
but both attempts failed. 

As the right iiank of the corps was turned, S.lu- 
chevski gave orders in the night of 31st-lst to 
retreat. The retreat took place successfully and 
in perfect order. A rearguard was placed on the 
Laguling Pass, with one battalion at Lipiyu. The 
Japanese attacked this rearguard about 5 a.m. on 
the,, 1st, but, it withdrew .skilfully.. The corps re- 
tired to a position in front of Anping. 

The losses,, on, either. side were: Japanese, 989, Eussians, 
2459, of whom only 391 belonged to- the East Detachment, 
The three engagements of, the 31st placed 
Oyama„’s ' troops., in a much morO' satisfactory posi-" 

.tion strategically.^ 'The 2nd and. ,4th 
Consmeists * . « ' ' . 

Armies, lorming a mass of some ,80,000, 

to 90,000 men, were now concentrated about Hai- 
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clieng, within ^ three marches of Liaoyang, while 
Kiiroki^ with a force of some 50,000j stood at a 
distance of, only twenty miles from that town. The 
advantage of the intericn^ lines was^ therefore, to 
some extent lost to Kuropatkin. 

In order to place his troops in closer , communi- 
cation, Oyama could have either moved the 1st 
Army to its left or else dGne as he did and order 
it to advance. TKe latter method seemed the more 
satisfactory, for it did not "^relieve the Russians 
from the constant and rather paralysing effect of 
the threatening situation of Kuroki on their left 
flank. It w'as this threat which had induced Kuro- 
patkin to send the X. Corps forward, and it is 
probable that Oyama, knowing of the movement, 
determined to forestall the Russians and take the 
offensive himself. 

Possibly Oyama hoped to deal such a blow at the 
isolated East Detachment that the 1st Army would 
succeed in reaching the line of the Tang river without 
further opposition, and the operations of the Guard 
Division were undoubtedly aimed at a complete envelop- 
ment of the right of this corps. 

In both battles the attack of the Japanese on the 
main position failed, but the Russians, following 
their usual practice, retired without attempting to 
take advantage of their tactical position.^ 

1 1 H., i. 338, 
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It is aotewortliy tliat tlae Russian troops on this 
front were three detached forces — Reller^s, Slii- 
chevski^Sj • and Ljiiba'vin''s. The Japanese were 
under one command, that* of Kiiroki. 

The failure of the various columns of the Guard 
to co-operate is striking. Tsolation has a most 
paralysing effect on a battlefield, and the field 
telephone proved a brolfen reed to lean on. 

The action of the X. Corps is most interesting. 
The Russian position tactics induced SIu- 
chevski to place a force equal to one division (about 
11,500 men) and two batteries on a front of nearly 
six miles. Thus he was weak everywhere. It is 
true that his left regiment allowed itself to be 
surprised, and we now know that only two bat- 
talions opposed it, about 2000 strong, while it 
mustered some 2800 rifles. When it was supported 
the reinforcements came up at long intervals. The 
whole of Sluchevski’s considerable reserve was thus 
frittered aw’ay by being employed in driblets, not 
in a mass capable of decisive action. Of his eighty- 
eight field-guns only sixteen at Hsishan and four 
at Lipiyu came into action. True, the ground was 
bad, but Freiherr von Tettau distinctly states that 
more could have been brought up. 

The strength of the X. Qorps was about 19,000 
and eighty-eight guns, it was attacked and forced 
to retreat by , 16,000 men and some thirty guns, 





TEE RJJSSO-JAFANESE WAR 


164 


for tke Japanese rigkfe flank guard did not come into 
action. . 

Section 107 in “ Combined ■ Training says : 
''Tlie strength of the assailant has always lain in 
the moral advantage conferred by the initiative^ 
in his power of inanLoeuvring^ of hiding his move- 
ments, and of concentrating unexpectedly against 
some w’eak or ill-defended point/’ such, for ex- 
ample, as the Russian position at Pienling. The 
w'ords quoted are practically those of the late 
Colonel Henderson. It would be hard to find a 
better illustration of the doctrine therein enunciated 
than this engagement. At the decisive point, Pien- 
ling, Inouye brought together nine battalions 
against four distributed over some two miles of 
ground. Purtherniore, the concentration was quite 
unexpected. 


Port Arthur 


By the end of July, STogi had collected his 
troops at Dalny, and on the " 26th he moved 
in six columns against the Russian 
position, .known; as the Green : Hills 
Line. In the afternoon the '■ artillery , and; a 
regiment of 4.72 howij^zers came into action, and 
the J apanese infantry worked up to the foot of 
the Russian position.. In the night of ;26th-27th 


mEJRUSSO-JAPANESE' WAR 165 

an attack was deliYered, but failed. On tlie 
27 tli tbe attack was resumed, and boldly pressed 
in spite of terrible losses. Tbe left (sixtb) column 
was taken in flank by tbS Russian cruisers. 

Buring tbe nigbt a determined attack was made 
on tbe Rtissian right, and it Vas successful. This 
made tbe whole line untenable, and the Russians 
withdrew on to their *nest line, known as the 
Wolf’s Mountain Line. * 

On the 30 th, wliil^ Kuroki’s and Nodmfs troops 
were preparing to attack the last passages from 
the hills into the plain of Liaoyang, Nogi’s troops 
advanced to drive the Russians from their last 
position outside the fortress. The position was not 
strong, and the foreground was covered with kao- 
liang. The left wing was turned, and the Russians 
retired into the fortress. 

From Fanshan to Wolf’s Mountain there had 
been over two months for the Russians to prepare 
for the defence of the fortress, and 
Comments Smirnoff and Kondratenko the 

’work was ably carried on. 

General StoesseFs measures for the fights in the 
neighbourhood require no special comment. They 
evinced greali lack of tactical ■ skill on the part 
of, most of the generals and their staffs, great 
endurance, gallantry, and determination on the 
part of the regimental officers and men. 
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General ' After the engagements of the 31st 
Sitoatioss July, Kuropatkin diyided his army into 
two fronts, and distributed them as follows: — 

<F 

South Front 

1st Caval^ Division : 

24 squadrons 
16 guns 

2nd Cavalry Division : 

24 squadrons 
12 guns « 

I. Siberian Corps : 

6 squadrons 
24 battalions 
1 battalion engineers 
64 guns 

II. Siberian Corps : 

12 squadrons 
20 battalions 
1 battalion engineers 
86 guns 

IV. Siberian Corps : 

6 squadrons 
32 battalions 
1 battalion engineers 
128 guns 

Bad Front : 

IIL Corps (late East Detachment) 

6 squadrons 
24 battalions 
1 battalion engineers 
72 guns 
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X. Corps : 

12 squadrons 
32 battalions 
1' battaiiom 
1 compan}^ engineers 
88 guns 

XVII Corps: 

6 squadrons 
16 battafions 

1 battalion engineers 
48 gtns 

Ceniral Connecting i’orce— Lieutenant Colonel Madri- 

toff: 

16 squadrons 

2 battalions 
2 guns 

Might Flank Guard : 

9 squadrons 
2 and a balf battalions 
4 guns 

Left Flank Guard — Ljubavin : 

19 squadrons 
12 guns 

In and around Liaoyang : 

6 squadrons 

2 battalions 

1 battalion engineers 
Mukden, Kirin, and Harhin : 

8 battalions ^Ist Siberian Eeserve Divi- 
sion) 

3 squadrons' 
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Fladkmtok mid Ndghbmirhood : 

27 squadrons 
22 battalions 
64 guns r 
Fortress troops 

Lines of commwnicaim troops, depot and reserve sguadrom, 
depot and reserve battalions : 

About 24 battalions 
73|Squadrons 
240 guns ^ 

M Tnmsport, east of Lake Baikal : 

1st Brigade 35tb Division, XVII. Corps 

V. Siberian Corps 

Drafts 


Distribution 


The troops in front of Liaoyang were 
distributed as follows: — 

South L font (at present commanded by Kuropat- 
kin in person, later by Zarubaieff) — I., II., and IV, 
Siberian Army Corps, in the position at Anshanchan, 
with advanced posts to the south towards Haicheng 
and south-west in the hills. 


East Front (General Bilderling)— III. Siberian 
Corps at Langteushan, X. Corps at Anping* The left 
rested on the Taitse river; detachments occupied the 
positions along the line of passes leading into the valley 
of the Tang river from ^ the east. XVII. Corps in 
General Reserve mear^Liaoyang. 

In the gap between the two fronts from ;Eutsan-, 
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tzii to , Taiigh-siiipu stood General Madritofi with his 
.detadmient.^ 

To cover the right flank a detachment was placed 
in the vallej of the Liao RiW, consisting of : 

9 squadrons, 2 and a half battalions, four guns* 

To cover the left, on the north bank of the Tai- 
tseho, about Penhsihn, was placed^^General Ljiibavin. 

The Japanese were distributed as follows: — 

1st Army — Kiiroki^Headquarters Tientsuitien) : 12th, 
2nd, Guard Divisions in the order named on the 
western side of the Lan River, Guards mixed 
« reserve brigade at Cbiaotou. 

Jfih Army — Nodzu : Part of the 10th Reserve Brigade 
and the 10th Division near Feishun ; 5th Division 
on their left. Right flank guard at Tieshantun, 
part 10th Reserve Brigade in reserve at Hsimu- 
cheng. 

Bnd Army — Oku : 3rd, .5th, 4th Divisions at Haieheng. 
In transport on the railway, 11th Reserve Brigade, 

The lines of communication are still uncertain. 

Those of the 1st Army ran hack on Antung, hut 
troops of reserve formations were stationed along 
the Saimachi road. Probably some supplies came 
up from Shuitien along this road to the 12th Divi- 
sion. 

The 4th Army^s communications ran hack to 

^But see O-. S., ii. p. 121, in wiich the distribution is slightly 
different. 

^ E.,:41, 42, 78. 
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Takushan, but they certainly received some sup- 
plies from the railway. 

The 2iid Army was based partly on Yinkon and 
partly on, Talienwan. 

Tile armies remained substantially m these posi- 
tions until 22nd Augnst. 
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CHAPflE VI 


A Comment on the Strategy of the Belligerents up to the 
end of July — Some Notes on the Tactics of both 
Sides 

In Chapter I. the probable course of action of both 
belligerents was ccfnsidered, on the basis of the 
General respective positions at the outbreak of 
Remarks -^^r. Certain unexpected things, how- 
ever, happened, as is always the case in war* 
Firstly, Japan gained the command of the sea 
within two days of the outbreak of hostilities, and 
not only was this command never seriously chal- 
lenged during the first year of war, hut the trans- 
port of troops, etc., to the mainland was almost 
as safe for Japan as if the Russian navy had not 
existed. The next unexpected event was that the 
Russian troops on the Xalu allowed themselves to 
be drawn into a serious engagement against a many- 
times superior enemy, with the inevitable result. 

The proceedings of the Japanese were marked 
■throughout , by the greatest prudence and fore- 
thought. Still, no prudence could 
Metliodical ' avoid the difficulties of the march 
Procedure Korea, though, in ' view . of 

in 
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the : very ■ “weak force opposing the advance, it 
is not quite clear why the guards and the 2nd 
Division were landed at Chmampo, and not con- 
veyed to one of the ports’^ further north, when the 
harbours of Rikaho, Boto, Qniempo, etc., became 
ice-free. It would seem that had this been done 
the advance to Wiju would have been less difficult, 
and therefore the passage of^the Yalu accomplished 
earlier. 

Arrived at Wiju, Kuroki took a very long time 
(ten days) to reconnoitre the country and decide 
on his line of action. The reasons assigned for ^ 
this are usually said to be : firstly, extreme caution, 
and, secondly, the necessity to collect supplies* 
The former reason appears the more probable, for 
a paswsage of the Yalu would have at once made 
Antung available as a sea base, where supplies 
could have been landed with great ease and des- 
patch. 

However that may be, Ruroki as soon as pos- 
sible after the passage of the river advanced to 
iCiiroM*s Fenglraangcheng. This point is a junc- 
roads from Port Arthur, Kai- 
cheag piug, and Haicheng via Hsiiiyen, from 
liiaoyang via Langtzushan, and from- Mukden via 
Saimachi and Penhsihu. 

Placed in such a position, at a distance of onty 
some six marches from Liaoyang and eight from 
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Kaipingj the 1st Army was situated witlim striking 
distance of tlie line of advance southward of a 
Eiissiaii force from Liaoyang* towards Takiishan or 
Pitguwo. ' 

; The Japanese seem to have considered that^ until 
Kiiroki was thus established 4t was unsafe to land 

Reasons for Liaotung peninsula 

Delay In itself. ' This* brings us to a very debat- 
seconcf able point, and one that has been inueh 
discusvsedf It has been argued that with 
the resources at the disposal of the Japanese, it 
, would have, been perfectly practicable to land in 
the Liaotung peninsula at least a month earlier 
than was actually done, and that in this way Port 
Arthur could have been blockaded before full pre- 
parations for the defence could have been made. 
This seems to be one of these cases in which it 
is diflicult to judge after the event. We now 
know that such a move would have been quite 
safe, but in April 1904 it could hardly be said 
that the Eussian fleet w^as no longer a fleet in 
being.” During this month repeated efforts -were 
made by the Japanese to block the entrance 
to Port Arthur, and it is significant that it 
was not until this was supposed to have 
been successfully accomplished, that the 2nd 
Army sailed. Was „ the army - of Oku await- 
ing the result of the battle of the Yalii, or only 


3:74 


TEE RVSSO'-JAPAEESE WAR 


the result of the' attempt to safely bottle ap the' 
Eassiaa . fleet ? . 'It is evideat that the Yalu posi- ' 
tioa could be made untenable for the Bussians by 
a landing near Takushan, *aiid no doubt Oku’ S' army 
was held in readiness for eventualities, either to 
assist EuroHj or definitdy to out ofi Port Arthur. 

After landing his army near Pitzuwo, Oku ad- 
vanced south as I'apidly as |Jossible against General 
Stoessel/ cut off the fortress from the 
Amylauds : world, drofe in the advanced 

blockaded'^** having established a force 

to cover Dalny, the base for the siege,, 
operations, he concentrated about Pulantien and 
northward a force of three divisions and a cavalry 
brigade. Here he was delayed twelve days arrang- 
ing for transport, and it cannot be said that the 
time was long. 

Meanwhile Kuroki was establishing a line of 
tramway from Antung to Penghuangcheng, and 
Action of the pushing out troops to the north-eastward 
to threaten the Mukden road. The 

result of these manmuvres on the east 
Russian , » . t 

Force front was to induce the Bussian com- 
mander to make a detachment from his main army, 
amounting roughly to one cavalry division and one 
army corps, from a total of not much more than 
two cavalry divisions and three army corps, Just 
before the battle of Nanshan the 10th Division 
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commenced landing near Takushan, and this force 
retained a further Itussian force of a cavalry bri* 
gade and an infantry brigade. Thus Oku had to 
face only one cavalry brigac^ and two weak army corps. 

As soon as possible after landing, the 10th Divi- 
sion, supported by half the Guard division lent by 
the 1st Army, advanced to Hsiuyen, an important 
Junction of roads, and 'on the 12th June Oku also 
advanced with the 2nd Army afld defeated a Rus- 
sian force consisting of rather more than half 
Kuropatkin s disposable troops. He was soon re- 
^inforced by the 6th Division. 

Thus in the middle of June we find the Japanese 
field army disposed in three principal groups : about 
Disposition 23,000 at Fenghuangcheng, with a flank 
aftertte^® Aiyangcheng, 18,000 

Td?ssu“^ Hsiuyen, and 55,000 at TeKssu. 

There were still disposable in Japan two 
active divisions (Tth and 8th) and a cavalry brigade. 
The siege of Port Arthur was being prosecuted by 
three active divisions. The reserve formations had 
not yet been employed in active operations, except 
a battalion or two of the guards reserve brigade 
near, Aiyangcheiig. 

Of these three groups the eastern was approxi- 
mately six marches from Liaoyang and the others 
about nine marches distant! Each group was sepa- 
rated by about three marches from one another. 
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:,.Up to this time, tlie Japanese had had two liickj 
. windfalls . in the shape of the battles of the Tain 
and Teliss.n. 

' In spite of the transpoi^: diidicnities. Ohn was .able 

to slowly continue his advance, thus uncovering the 

The Japa Russian line along the main 

ttese occupy mountain chain. On the ' 26th June 
Ci^rests ot • • 

Chieashan Kawamura and Eiiroki, having collected 

Mountains and arranged for transport, 

simiiitaiieously advanced agaiifst the main ridge of 

the Fensliuiling mountains, turning the flanks of the 

carefuriy-prepared Russian positions and occupying^, 

the passes almost without opposition. 

Immediately after this followed the occupation of 
Kaipiiig by the 2nd Army. 

In these positions the 2iid and 4th Armies w^ere 
placed in close communication at about five marches 
from Liaoyang, and numbered in all some 80,000 
men. The eastern group, numbering about 48,000, 
■was about three marches from Liaoyang, but sepa- 
rated from it by difficult country. 

During almost the -whole of July the armies 
remained in these positions, with the exception that 
Kuroki, taking advantage of a Russian reverse on 
the 18th, brought up his right to Chiaotoii on the 
19th. 

The long delay of nearly a month in these posi- 
tions has caused much discussion. The roads, or 
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Causes for 
tiie Halt 
ia July 


tracks^ over wliicli the supplies had to 
he . brought were extraordinarily diffi- 
cult, and the means of transport very 
inadequate. ■ It is true that the army with which 
Lord Eoberts occupied Bloemfontein was consider- 
ably smaller than the force under Kuroki, and that 
the force was obliged to make a very long halt 
at that place , and yet tiiat army was supplied by a 
railway. Still, it cannot be said’' that the situations 
are really in any w^y parallel, for Lord Eoberts' 
chief difficulties were to replace the loss of horse- 
-flesh and draught animals and to guard his lines 
of communication, which were very long. Ifone 
of these difficulties afiected the Japanese. It would 
appear, therefore, that with the ample labour avail- 
able, proper roads could have been made over the 
short distances required, and vsupplies brought up 
more rapidly. 

It has been suggested that the Japanese were not 
averse to receiving an attack during July, being 
confident that their two masses could afford one 
another mutual support, and that neither could be 
overwhelmed before such support could be rendered. 
Again, it has been suggested that the Japanese 
wished to allow the Eussians to concentrate before 
attacking them, as otherwise their enemy would 
only retire. It would then be necessary to follow 
him up, thus increasing the length of the line of 
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■communication. It lias also been, snggested tliat 
Oyama was awaiting tbe fall of Port Artlinr, and 
tlie arrival of tbe siege corps in tbe field army . 

Tbe last two propovsitfons may be disposed of 
at once. If Port Artbnr fell, Enropatkin would 
have no object in remaining so far sontb as Liao- 
yang, and might be expected to retire on Mukden, 
drawing the Japanese on. ^'Secondly, twm divisions 
remained iinempldyed in Japan, and large num- 
bers of reserve formations ; it can hardly be sup- 
posed, therefore, that the Japanese were awaiting 
the arrival of the siege corps, when they had all 
these troops available. 

That Oyama would have witnessed a Russian 
offensive movement in July with complacency is 
probable; but, taking everything into considera- 
tion, it seems certain that supply difficulties caused 
the long halt. 

It is no! to be denied that this cause does not 
appear a sufficient one to many critics, particularly 
of the German school. Major Immanuel sums the 
matter up in the words, Eurs Mangel an Wage- 
muth.'’ This reason will hardly satisfy the case. 
Daring the Japanese leaders certainly did not lack, 
yet they never pursued tactically or strategically. 
It seems possible that, though supply difficulties 
were the chief obstacle, something may also be 
attributed to the Oriental character, which is prone 
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to relax its energy when the immediate object is 
attained. The neglect to repair and keep in order 
the roads on the lines of communication was noticed 
by a very large niimber'^of observers, notably Sir 
Ian Hamilton, who remarks that on one occasion 
the ample military labour available was employed 
instead of in making roads, in making an avenue 
up to the temporary quarters of General Kuroki 
The lull in the action on the Yalu when the first 
effort was successfuf, the halt on the position of 
Nanshan after a loss of only some ten per cent 
^nd other instances, tend to confirm this suppo- 
sition. The moral factor had, as is always the case, 
a considerable share in the actions of these disciples 
of German methods of war. 

At the end of July, Oyama suddenly pushed his 
left forward and seized the important railway 
junction of Tashichiao. Thereupon Nodzu occu- 
pied Hsmucheng, and Kuroki pushed forward over 
the Lan river to within two marches of Liaoyang— 
a position from whence he continued to threaten the 
left and the lines of communication of the Eussians 
at the same time. At this time the advent of the 
rams obliged a further halt of nearly a month. 
Sitnatioa The situation, however, no lona-er 

of danger tLI 

existed m July. 

The essence of the advantage of the interior hnes, 
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is that tlie divided forces of the enemy can be at- 
tacked before they can unite ; but if these separated 
forces arrive in such, a position, that they can come 
to one another^ s aid on %he battlefield itself, the 
whole advantage of the interior lines is gone, and 
the situation is a positive disadvantage. 

Such was the position of the Japanese after the 
actions of the 31st July. Ihe dangerous period for 
the force operating on the exterior lines, when the 
Eussians could turn on one p^ortion with the bulk 
of their forces, and yet return in time to save 
the detachment left to hold the other portion from 
being overwhelmed, was past. 

The relative timing of the advances, the method- 
ical strategical progression from point to point, is 
most interesting. 

In considering this war it must also be remem- 
bered that the Japanese leaders required to con- 
Bearingof stantly keep in mind, the effect that 
CoSidera- results of their operations would 

tionsonthe on the hard-headed ’’ husi- 

japaaese 

Strategy ness men of London and Few York, 
to whom the Japanese looked for the sinews of 
war. It is often said that want of money never 
yet prevented a war from being carried on. 
This is only a half truth. Want of money has 
before now often, not only prevented an outbreak of 
war, hut induced belligerents to seek peace. To-day 
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the question of finance, particularly in the case of a 
poor country like Japan, must eYer be to the front. 
There is little doubt, that, had Japan suffered any 
reverse, however temporary, the rate at which she 
could borrow would have risen enormously, prob- 
ably entirely out of proportichi to the magnitude of 
the reverse itself. 

It has excited some^ comment that Yinkou was 
not utilised as a base, at txnj rale after the capture 
of Tasliichiao, and \ further army, based on the 
Liao river, utilised to turn the Eussian right. The 
9 reason for not utilising it was no doubt that the 
supply difficulties were already excessive with the 
troops actually employed. 

Turning now to the Eussian strategy, we have 
seen, that their first care was to mobilise, reorganise, 
The Russian concentrate their forces. A strong 
Strategy garrison was placed in Port Arthur and 
another at Tladivostok, and troops to constitute the 
field army were collected at Liaoyang and Haicheng. 

The first point to consider is the reason 
for the selection of Liaoyang as the point 
of concentration. The town itself 

SflelectLn 5® importance, but it 

of Liaoyang^ is the point of Junction of the PeHn- 

strategical Korea road , with the railway. The ori- 
Coaceatra- intention had been to concentrate 

at Harbin. The longer the Japanese 
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line of commnEicatioB. tie greater ' would be their 
difficult j ■ in concentrating large bodies' of troops, 
while the right flank of a position south of Liao- 
yang was dangerously neSr Yinkou* A concentra- 
tion at Mukden or Harbin might appear miore 
suitable therefore, and would be quite secure against 
an attempt of the Japanese to repeat the Prussian 
inancBuvre of Koniggratz, The cause for the deci- 
sion to push the ^ concentration so far south is, 
however, not far to seek. It was vitally necessary 
to Russian prestige, and the eventual hope of re- 
gaining command of the sea, that Port Arthur^ 
should be relieved. Its situation had a far-reach- 
ing effect on the general strategy of the campaign. 
To besiege it was a certain means of preventing the 
indefinite retirement of the Russian army. It was 
a probable means (as it actually proved) of drawing 
Kuropatkin into premature action. Thus it offers 
an illustration of a strategical lever by which the 
enemy’s generals or his government may be moved 
to unwise action.”^ 

The Russians, therefore, concentrated as far south 
as possible, pushing detachments along the railway 
and towards the coast, and also a strong detachment 
towards Korea. The operation of concentration 
demanded much time, and meanwhile the advance 
1 Kiggell,[p. m 
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Causes for Japanese must be opposed. , Tliig 

scndiug entailed a dispersion of forces. ^'' Siick 

advanced a division is contrary to sound principle ; 
Detaclimeats wliat is ^ general placed in suck a 

predicament to do?”^ Tbe unreadiness of tiie Eus- 
' sians for war pressed like a weight on their strategy, 
impelling it into certain courses. 

Thus w-e see two inflilences at w’’ork on the Russian 
strategy : first, the necessity to Mieve Port Arthur ; 
second, the necessity to gain time. In order to 
gain this requisite time, detachments were pushed 
, out towards the Yalu and the coast watched from 
Yinkou to the mouth of the Yalu. This detach- 
ment was undoubtedly strategically correctly em- 
ployed. It w^as intended to delay the enemy’s 
advance, and certainly contributed to that object. 
As Olausewitz puts it, The advantage of the 
defence is that every moment of time lost by the 
attacker is so much gained by the defence.’’ 

Unfortunately General Kuropatkin did not hold 
fast to his plan. He allowed himself, in the 
course of a premeditated retreat, to be led into 
a series of bloody engagements,”^ with the result 
that , his troops began to suffer severely in moral; 
for though , often not defeated, they always re- 
treated, and as a consequence began not only to 
distrust their generals/ but to distrust themselves, 

: : , ^ KIggeli, p. SeS. 2 I j00^ 

voLlxvii. 382 
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Of these adventures undoubtedly the most serious 
blunder was the despatch of Stakelberg with 30,000 
men to attack Oku with 40 , 000 . Not only was this 
move contrary to the general plan, but also it was 
a half measure. It would have been possible ■ to 
place at fetakelberg’s disposal about 50,000 men for 
this advance, and it is not too much to say that 
in vsuch a movement would have lain the germ 
of a temporary success; at that period even a 
temporary success would have been of great value. 

After that adventure, with the exception of cer- 
tain reconnaissances in force, Kuropatkin’s strategy^ 
The ^ was purely defensive. Towards the end 
of be had available a force equi- 

an Army '^O'lont to five army corps and three 

whatshoiiM cavalry divisions. A sixth army corps 
be done with * , . trn x x i 

it? was rapidly arriving. What was to be 

done with this mass ? Colonel Kiggell answers this 

question with the words, Victory can only be 

won by striking.^’ 

This was evidently realised by Kuropatkin, who 
had the following courses open to him: first, to 
oppose Kurold with a force about equal to an army 
corps, hold Nodzu near Hsimucheng in check, and 
take the offensive with the remainder of his troops 
(about 75 , 000 ) against Oku, who had at that time 
four divisions and a cavalry brigade, in all some 
60,000 men. In view of General Nodzu^s proximity 
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witli 20,000 tliis course was dangerous. Secondly, 
lie , could reverse tlie operations, holding the 
soiitliern force and attacking Kuroki. Thirdly, he 
could press forward into %he gap between the two 
Japanese bodies, and thus threaten the communi- 
cations of both. This latter '"operation required a 
liigh degree of mancBiivring capacity, which the 
Russians did not posseslj. There w'as a last alter-' 
native. The right flank of the whole Japanese army 
was formed of the iSth Division and a portion of 
the Guards reserve brigade. Its situation at Chiao- 
tou, on the direct road via Penhsihu and Bianyii- 
pusa to Mukden, was a standing menace to the 
Russian line of communication. This body was 
isolated to some extent, and its right flank was 
not far from Penhsihu, where stood a brigade of 
Cossacks. It was possible to attack it. This was 
the offensive action Kuropatkin decided to limit 
himself to. For the task the X. Corps was detailed, 
and proceeded to carry out the movement— by 
occupying a position.’’ 

To what extent the cult of positions, for it 
almost amounted to a cult, was carried by the 
Russian Russians may be judged when one con- 
PosMon i aiders that this corps which was taking 
Tactics offensive (save the, mark!) against 

an isolated Japanese division provided itself 
with advanced,”' main,” ^^intermediate,,” and 
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Truly might Freiherr vou 
Tetta Mteiami. that the battle of Yuahaiing i, > 
tat-rate example of the crippling egect ff the 

ear of posit.one” on the will to adopt a data- 

Biined course of action.^ 

ments IS inanajuvre, and it was certainly demon 

strated in. tliis war it rm-t ^ 3i 

a+ ir • • f Japanese. The positions 

the Sint SStl 

01,1- s advance on the Sha river- 

ai d in August, when Enropatkin had ordered an 
a lance (wiich the Japanese forestalled), Freiherr 

to him < H '"Tf SlncL^li said 

Dut J toat Vassilieff had not already 

touidZS SaT"' 

-ch, „herr:: 

■ us seems to have been the o-eneraJ viour t in 
offensive taken by most ot +i ^ 

Thus the r 

and W moment was allowed to pass 

and JBCuropatkin deeidf^d fn -x i pass, 

camrft' 

any in the war by a contempt for their 
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opponents, later by a fear of them. Feitber affec- 
tion improved tbeir strategy.^;,'.. 

This chapter would not be complete without a 
reference to the ' intelligence departments of either 

luformatioE 

aod Secrecy Even to this time to a very large' 
extent we are ignorant of the numbers and lines 
of communications of khe Japanese in Manchuria 
in 1904-1905. It was very diffei-ent with the Rus- 
sians. In a paper '^translated and issued by our 
general staff, entitled The Importance of Secrecy 
|n War/’ written by Lieut. -Colonel Izinestiev of 
the Russian General Staff, we see something of the 
guilelessness of the Russian methods. Every de- 
tail connected with the mobilisation, numbers, 
command, and situation of the troops was published 
not only in the non-official press, but also in the 
Russki Invalid^ he sums up: In short, the 
censor’s department of the headquarter staff had 
no clear idea as to what kind of information might 
be given to the public and what might not.” 
Undoubtedly, too, the Japanese utilised their 
affinity to the Chinese to aid them in their secret 
service. ■ 

So much so is this the case that, in criticising 
the measures taken by the respective armies, it 
should be constantly remembered , that - the Russians 
1 V. T., p. m ■ 
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were surrounded by tbe usual fog of war/but tbe 
Japanese mformation was so good that for them 
the fog was little more than a light mist. 

The German principle/that the initiative of the 
subordinate leaders is not to be interfered with was 
constantly before the eyes of the 
Japanese. Kuropatkin acted quite dif- 
ferently, interfering in -Svery detail, however 
mmnte~a proceeding which, naturally, paralysed 
the action of subordinate generals. ^ 

The strategical lessons of the war have now been 
iriefly reviewed, and during the narrative some, 
General coniments were made on the tactics 

f engagements. It may, 

_ however, be repeated that the offensive 

cirtantlv^°f prepared positions, was 

to ttf finally successful, and that approaches 

the!? • T ™ and attacks on 

firro/“^r“'' The enfilade 

! whol ^ Z succeeded in making 

a whole posrfion untenable. When passive defenc! 

^ a necessity, communications and roads must be 
most ^ b 

prevousty unita detaiW fc/it 

sJtVT^rr ““r'”"™* 

i. m. 
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were^ in fact^ repeated; tliough it must be admitted 
that, up to the end of July 1904, tbe Japanese still 
attacked in.' dense lines, and with supports in closed 
columns.^ 

In the conduct of their battles both Oku and 
Kuroki seem to haTe always aimed at attacking 
the front and both flanks at the same time. The 
J apanese do not seem,’* with occasional exceptions, 
to have endeavoured to utilise thieir apparently con- 
siderable superiority^ in manoeuvre. This consider- 
ation has been touched upon before in the comments 
on the various engagements. 

The fact that the Japanese did not follow 
up their victories by a tactical pursuit has 
p been much commented on. The fact 

is that the Russians were hardly 
ever so severely defeated as to permit of 
pursuit. Pursuit must be undertaken by cavalry 
or fresh infantry. In the former the Japanese 
were nuinerically' w^eak ; the latter were not forth- 
coming at the end of the battles, for in almost 
every case the Japanese generals had put in their 
last man before the victory was gained. 

The lack of success of the Russian cavalry was 
obvious, and seems to have been due largely to the 
following causes: — 

^ 1. Bad instruction of the men and the 

unsuitability of Cossacks for reconnaissance. Frei 
Goafewnces, Fasicule, iL 64. 
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ierr von 

m .aehr {« yeomanry) covoliy *i]l ^ot be oi much 

111 modern war, ^ 

2. Tlie countiy was fead for cayalrv T 
orces were, it is said, only aWe to ^ove 

7 V ^^ould only o-^t 7 

IndL ItotwaTpT T‘ ‘° 
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3. Bad maps. 
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a fair sbare in the Semico .frof“t/i‘ 
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wTt 7’ r ^ccessfnL 

o-u3 employin^i of the 

^^ajor Geddes:— ^ pe™issible to quote 

eluilfa' wTb™ Man- 

trating gong P^^^iple of concen- 

; « 1 advantages of 

J- 8 . M., loth aoriea, toI. xxvi. 321. 
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dispersioa were soon recognised. Tkat dispersion 
was a necessity was' proved in tke hilly country^ 
where even if a position for six batteries in line 
were forthcoming, the p'^obability was ' that from 
one flank, or perhaps from both flanks, the target 
was invisible or the 'range too great/ 

‘^At the commencement of the campaign the 
artillery came into action at very long ranges 
(5000 to 6000 yards), and seldoka moved forward 
to support the infantry attack. . . . The guns were 
entrenched, and indirect laying the rule. At the 
battles of Telissu and Tasliichiao the Japanese 
artillery, endeavouring to press forward in sup- 
port of the infantry, lost so many horses that they 
had to desist, . . . Thus it may be concluded 

that artillery, once committed to a certain position, 
may have to remain there until nightfall. 

The Japanese were careful of their guns. Sir 
Ian Hamilton remarks : The Japanese are lavish 
with their brave infantry, and think little of losing 
two or three hundred men, hut wrap up their artil- 
lery in cotton wool to the extent of not giving the 
infantry the full support they are entitled to 
expect.^’ . . . 

The value to the defence of having a few guns 
to push up to the crest in support of, the infantry 
during the close attack has been touched on. It 
seems , also, , valuable to push forward a few, guns 
Geddes, 31. ■ Geddes, 43. ■ 
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with the attack where the ground permits. Pact 

arti leiy seems peculiarly suited for this purpose." 

-TJie high explosive shell of the Japanese had 
singularly small effect.2 “ 

In the preface to an article in the Revue 

L’Envoi Menirale, General Lano-lois 

ciulp, f inimutable prin- 

factor^"' P^^Po^derating inftuence of the moral 
fefs'ivf' de. 

3 That unity of effort is an essential to success 
Half measures only lead to failure. 

To attain these objects the commander must make 
subordinates understand his wishes and leave 

fl.e c...,„a„der m.s, ^.p “ 

svm' sll and indeed der 

Zt ■* « to never lose 

sigiit 01 tile inaiii obiect of flia 1 

«a% is strength. commander. In 

JW ™.d. seen, a Siting termination to H.i. 

SS -Hi. \L 

“ S'- V. T., i. 218. \ 



■lEE SPECIAL CAMPAIGN SERIES. 


Crown 8 VO, each 55. net. Containing Sketches and Map©. 


I, SAARBRUCK TO PARIS, 1870: A 
Strategical Skjstch. 


By Lieiat.-Col. SISSON C. PRATT, late R.A, 


** Colonel Pratt is first in the field with a volume on the war 
which has been selected as the Special Campaign to be read 
up by officers preparing for^the Competitive Examinations for 
Commissions in the Army to be held in September, 1905, and 
March, 1906. It is fortunate for those ^ho have to prepare to 
face the examiner that Colonel Pratt has now turned his attention 
to the compilation of volumes on Military History. It is hoped 
that the Series will not only be useful for examination purposes, 
but may form the nucleus of an interesting library for th« 
military' service.” — United Service Gazette. 


” So long a time has elapsed since a military liistory series 
has been ofiered to British soldiers, that Messrs. Sonnenschein 
may claim the credit of bringing to fruition a virtually new idea. 
With the limitations common to all or almost all British military 
writers, the book before us is of great merit. We should select 
for particular notice the vigorous and even dramatic account 
of the Sedan Campaign. The book is well illustrated by a good 
general map and numerous sketch maps,” — Broad Arrow. 

” An excellent sketch of what remains the most instructive 
of modern wars, accompanied by admirable maps upon which 
the student can follow the tactical as well as the strategical opera* 
tions of the campaign. Altogether this is a very valuable book.” 
— United Service Magazine. 


” A volume (the first) in the Special Campaign Sefies, sketch- 
ing the strate^ of the German invasion of France in 1870. 
Others are to deal with the Russo-Turkish war, and if they 
maintain the present high quality, the series (or a volume of it 
certainly) ought to find a place, with the proverbial baton, in 
every soldier's knapsack. The maps and sketches are dear. 
Ml, and excellent. "—Pale Male Gazette. 

”The series will certainly make a unique place for itself oa 
our shelves, if all the volumes display the brilliant qualitlfiai of 
the initial volume.” — Birmingham Post. . 


11 . THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR, 
1877 : A Strategical Sketch. 


By MAJOR F. MAURICE (Tte Sherwood For- 
esters). 

No strident who can find tini^e to give Maior Maurice's work 
its due attention should neglect a single page of the narrative. 
The story is told so succinctly that the imagination is brought 
into play throughout, and yet no single detail necessary for the 
right direction of the stnc^nt’s imagination is omitted. The 
sound, sober common-sense he displays throughout in dealing 
with tactical problems merits the highest commendations in 
an age in which all sense of com”|^arative historical treatment 
seems to have vanished and given place to modern theories. 
The maps provided ^e exceptionally good and obviously 
prepared with the greatest possible care.” — Broad Arrow. 

“ This is the second volume of a very useful Special Campaign 
Series, and will prove of great value to officers of all ranks, 
especially to those who have leanings towards the study of 
military history, a very necessary disposition in these days, %vhen 
the officer has to look to proficiency in bis profession as the only 
reliable means for obtaining advancement. The moment appears 
propitious for the publication of an account in English, and 
no one could have carried out this work in a more capable 
manner than Major Maurice has done. The book is well got 
up, well bound in a neat cover, and has several maps to assist 
the student.” — United Service Gazette. 

** This unpretentious little book — a companion to Saarbmck 
to Paris, 1870 — deals merely with the strategy and major tactics 
of the decisive part of the campaign in Europe. There is at the 
end a large scale map of the theatre of war in Bulgaria, based 
on the Austrian survey in 1881 of the Balkan States.”— Academy. 

” Written with well-considered conciseness and usefully 
equipped with illustrative maps, few books, if any, could be 
found better fitted for military students and junior officers 
desirous of a knowledge of the lessons which the campaign has 
for a soldier.” — S cotsman. 

“ This volume maintains the credit of the series admirably. 
Major Maurice does not pretend to give a complete history of 
the war, but in fact, except that the final phase of the campaign 
after the fall of Plevna is very rapidly summarized, the war is 
very fully and minutely described indeed, considering the limit 
siet by the style of the volume. The student is indebted to 


Major Maurice lor the perfection with, which the text is related 
to the first-class pocket maps, which are on more adequate 
scales.’*-— Glasgow Herald. 

“ There is little English literature dealing with this campaign* 
and a comprehensive strategical sketch such as Major Maurice 
gives in the present work was badly needed by the military 
Student. It is a comprehensive and methodical survey of the 
whole campaign, and he has got failed to underline the points 
of principal application to English students,” — Manchester 
Guardian. , 

“ Of very great value as a milits^’y class book. There is no 
other way of aquiring the art of war than lay studying the 
great campaigns of the past, and such a book as this renders 
the task much simpler anc^the subject much more intelligible 
to Junior oj6&cers.” — Nottingham Guardian, 

“ As a strategical skejch of a great war here is an excellent 
example. The main outlines of the campaign are described, 
together with the crucial episodes, but the chief aim is to advance 
what has been termed the science of war. A number of maps 
and diagrams serve to illustrate the text and enhance consider- 
ablv the value of the book as a means of military instruction.” 
—Leeds Mercury. 

“ Major Maurice makes the Russo-Turkish campaign deeply 
interesting, and brings the lessons of Plevna home to islanders 
to whom that struggle means much. The maps and plans are 
extremely clear and are not overburdened with detail,” — West 
Sussex Gazette. 


Ill 


FREDERICKSBURG : A Study in 
WAR. 


B7 Major G. W. Redwat. 

** The story is very effectively told by Major Red way, a 
distinguished member of that increasing band of British officers 
who so satisfactorily disprove the once general impression, that 
men of high intellectual abilities and abundant professional 
know'ledge, are not too rarely to be found in our army. The 
student of military history *will be well rewarded by following 
this succinct narrative assimilating the tactical lessons of the 
great battle. He will see that the final success was the prize 
of the most capable general. He #as an undoubted master of 
war, and his opponent Burnside decidedly his inferior in military 
capacity.*’ — Pall Mall Gazette. 

"Major Red way’s narrative is full of instruction for every 
thoughtful and even for every well-read soldier. His criticisms 
are fair, temperate and made with an appreciation of the real 
nature of w^ar which we look for in vain in most of our historians 
of war." — Broad Arrow. 

" This is the third volume of the ’ Special Campaign ’ series of 
books which are now being published by the above named enter- 
prising firm, and in full maintains the standard of excellence 
established by its predecessors. In a pocket at the end of the 
book are four excellent maps of the Eastern Theatre of War and 
of Fredericksburg and its neighbourhood, all particularly 
clear, and none of them, as is often the case, overladen with 
detail." — United Service Magazine. 

It is no faint praise to say that its merits as a literary study 
of war rival those of its predecessors. "—ARMy and Navy 
Chronicle. 

Rich in interest for soldiers who wish to understand how a 
powerful enemy may be beaten by raising the price of success, 
and wearing out rather than overthrowing his forces. Well 
based historical studies concisely written, and finished with a 
good equipment of instructive special maps, the work forms a 
valuable accession to the scenes in which it appears.” — Scotsman. 

"Major Redway has made a very valuable addition to the 
Special Campaign Series, and also a more than useful contribution 
to the history of the American CivO War. For he has evidently 
given time, pains and indubitable skill to the study of the mass 
of material available to the student, and has produced a story 
self-contained, careful, vivid, as well as specially adapted by its 
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method for the military student. All the important movements 
and dispositions of the troops on either side are lucidly detailed, 
and can be followed on the maps, of which there are fi ve as admir- 
able specimens of cartography as one would expect in a much 
more ambitious military work.” — Glasgow Herald. 

” The present volume presents a striking contrast to the story 
of a European campaign, From Saarhriick to Paris, with which 
the series commenced, and IVSajor Redway has done his work 
admirably. His chapter on the * American soldier — his social 
status and professional ability ' is one of the best studies on the 
subject that ever came under our notice.**— Guardian. 

• 

“The very fact that in the American War the South was so over- 
matched in wealth and resources makes all the more interesting 
a close study of their tactip and their strategy, influenced as 
these on both sides were by political as well as military considera- 
tions. The ‘ Campaign Series ’ ought* to be found in every 
military library.’*— Yorkshire Post. 

” The book offers an instructive contrast in methods adopted 
by an unskilful general on one side and by a great master of war 
on the other.” — Manchester Guardian. 

” While dealing mainly with the technical details of the cam- 
paign, the author’s narrative is so lucid and so skilfully told 
that it may be followed with enjoyment and ease by the tyro, as 
well as the expert in military matters.” — Dundee Advertiser. 


IV. MAGENTA AND SOLFERING, 

1859. 

Bjr COL. H. C. WYLLY, C.B. (late Sherwood 
Foresters). 

" The Special Campaign series form an interesting addition to 
the literature of war. From the popular and historical side 
few campaigns have escaped exhaustive treatment, but there 
is still room for guidance as to the tactical and strategical 
lessons that are plentifully*" available. The Special Campaign 
series will here prove of value. The booh is the first serious 
study of the war in Northern Italy which has appeared in the 
English language.'* — Scotsman. ^ 

c 

. “ Col, Wylly’s careful study of this short, and, on the side of 
the French, skilfully conducted war will be fresh ground to 
most of his readers. Officers and military students will iind 
Col. Wylly’s book a useful addition to their working library,”— 
Manchester Guardian. 

Col. Wylly has had the advantage of all the official accounts, 
plus the criticism of Europe on the handling of the contending 
armies. And, with his own ripe experience to guide him, he 
has produced a book of considerable practical value.” — York- 
shire Post. 

” This is the fourth volume of the Special Campaign series— 
a series intended to supply military men, and more particularly 
junior officers, with technical and critical descriptions of the 
famous campaigns of the nineteenth century. That which Col, 
Wylly has made the subject of his study possesses several 
features of special interest.” — Glasgow Herald. 

” We have before spoken of the practical value to military 
students and junior officers of the Special Campaign series 
which draw the professional lessons of a series of operations so 
clearly and simply that the merest t3n:o can profit by them. 
None of them have been more interesting and instructive than 
No 4. Nothing could be better than the unbiassed and straight- 
forward way in which Col. Wylly details the plain facts of 
what was done, both in the movement of troops and in handling 
them in contact with the enemy.” — Notts Guardian. 

” This makes the fourth volume in the Special Campaign 
series that has already done so much to further the study of 
military history and to aid officers to prepare for the many 
CTcaminations in that subject that are now required for a success- 
ful career in the profession of arms.” — Army and Navy 
" ■ 'CaEONICLE. 
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V. THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN. 

By Col. S. C. PRATTj late R.A., Author of Smr- 
hrUck to PariSy ' etc. 

The series is a most imi)ortant and valuable contribution to our military litera- 
ture. The Waierloo Campaign deals with a subject of perennial interest, and deals 
with it worthily. To the elementary student it is a readable and intelligent sketch 
which, moreover, stimulates his desire tm know more of these ^eat events ; to the 
advanced, intimate with its careful marshalling of facts and its critical probings 
into the inner working of the staffs, it should become an important volume in his 
Waterloo collection,” — Broad Arrow, 

“ In compiling this excellent precis of the-* Waterloo campaign, Colonel Pratt 
has fully displayed his accustomed skill. The narrative, although necessarily 
condensed, embraces all the important incidents, and the comments are invariably 
to the point. In order to assist the careful searcher after knowledge, the author 
has inserted very frequent reference^ to the various authorities from whose works 
his facts have been gleaned.” — United Service Magazine. 

# 

“This book apfiears most opportunely now that the Waterloo campaign is a 
subject for promotion examination both at home and in India. Gunners will find 
that the study of this campaign is greatly brightened by the clear rendering given 
by an old gunner. It would be ludicrous to say that it is better than any other 
book on the subject, but any one who has already read Colonel Pratt’s Precis of 1870, 
will know that they are in safe hands when following the narrative of this short 
and brilliant campaign.” — R.A, Journal. 

“ Colonel Pratt’s work is an admirable one for the student of the battle who 
looks at it from a purely military standpoint. The author eschews sensationalism 
and imagination run riot, and confines himself to hard, stem facts. The Waterloo 
Campaign wiU prove useful as a text book in regard to a battle replete with mili- 
tary lessons.” — ^W ar Office Times. 

“ A thorough master of the vast literature of his subject, Colonel Pratt, who is 
no novice in military writing, commands a clear and vivacious manner. He never 
palms off guesses as establimed facts, and his text, which is a capital mixture of 
narrative and comment, is supported by proper paragraph references and a select 
list of books.”-- Spectator. 

” It has the merit of telling the story of the wonderful four days’ cam- 
paign clearly and with sufScient detail, within a moderate compass, and it gives the 
reader the results of the most recent researches on the subject of British and foreign 
authorities. Though so many of the conditions of war have changed, the Waterloo 
campaign is full of important lessons, especially in this point of staff work, the trans- 
mission of orders and information and the co-ordination of the several parts of a 
great movement. It shows how the most brilKant plans may be brought to nothing 
by an order being badly drawn up or wrongly forwarded.”— Pall Mall Gazette. 

” A most interesting and useful technical study. With the help of seven maps, 
showing the various movements of the army, the author takes the campaign day 
by day and traces the movements of each section of the contending forces, Napo- 
leon’s, Blucher’s, and Wellington’s miscellaneous array. The author deals with 
the problems that present themselves with clearness and ability. It may be well 
to add that though this essay is primarily intended for fighting men, it will be found 
intensely interesting by the ordinary civilian.” — ^Yorkshire Post. 

“ Concise accounts of this instructive campaign are not too numerous, and the 
student of the military history, or the reader who wishes to have the broad outlines 
of the operations sketched with some fulness but without the elaborate detail of 
Houssaye’s great work, will find Colonel Pratt’s book of much service. Colonel 
Pratt is a thorough master of his subject. His narrative is accurate and clear, 
and in some of the most confusing phases of the campaign, such as the movements 
on the day of Qnitn Bras, he has worked out the succession of events in an ad- 
mirable way.”— M anchester Guardian,, 



71. THE CAMPAIGN IN BOHEMIA, 
1866. 


By Lieut.-Col. G. J. R. GLtFNICKE. 


** SiicciECt, lucid and admirably equipped witb illustrative 
maps and plans, the book forms a valuable addition to this 
useful series, and is sure of a \fide welcome among those who 
profess a knowledge of the arts of war/’ — Scotsman. 

“Colonel Gliinicke’s careful piece of work fully maintains 
the reputation of this excellent series for military students. 
Like some of its predecess6rs in the same series, the book has 
the advantage of dealing with a war that has hitherto been 
scarcely touched by English writers.” — Manchester Guardian. 

“ These works appeal more to iSie military student than to 
the general reader, being mainly concerned with a description 
of campaigns from the technical point of view. Colonel 
Glunicke explains the strategical plan^of Moltke and Benedek, 
examines them with critical acumen, and submits the tactics 
of the memorable five vreeks’ campaign to a searching analysis, 
pointing out what appear to him to be the blunders on both 
sides with severe impartiality.” — Notts Guardian. 

“ The cause of the war was the determination of BiFmarck 
to settle finally whether Prussia or Austria was to be the heading 
power among the states of Central Europe. Colonel Glunicke 
gives a very lucid account of the war, and is very definite and 
emphatic in pointing out the errors committed by commanders 
on both sides.” — Bristol Times. 

“ He shows himself a lucid writer and deft in the arrangement 
of his materials. The campaign has many points of interest, 
if only from the fact that Moltke’s successful strategy has been 
the subject of sharp Continental criticism, while the tactics of 
the opposing Austrians threw away all the advantages of their 
superior armament. The maps are plentiful and on a large 
scale.” — Birmingham Post. 

“ A useful addition to the Military Student’s Library. The 
opening chapters give an informing account of the causes that 
led to an appeal to arms, while the campaign itself is described 
with all the detail necessary to the student, together with the 
author’s comments. A dozen excellent maps, detached from 
the text, afiord ready means for following the movements of 
the opposing forces.” — ^Times of India. 

** This new volume of the Campaign Series is quite up to the 
adard of its predecessors. The author. Colonel 
served as an Engineer officer in the campaign against 
France. His book has “Oie clearness and completeness one 
expects in the works of an experienced teacher.” — Pall Mall 
Gazette. 

..“The narrative is good and the critidsia» instructive/*-^ 
UwiTEP Service Magazine, 


VIL THE LEIPZIG CAMPAIGN, 

1813. 

By Col. F. N. MAUDE, C.B. (late R.E.), P.S.C. 


We welcome this addition to the Special Campaign series. 
Colonel Maude has sketched with a masterly hand the events 
of the tragic campaign of ^813, which practically sealed the 
fate of the first Empire. — ^Academy. ^ 

“ One of the best of <Mr military writers is Colonel Maude, 
who knows better than others how to present his readers with 
the very essence, the psychology of war. The main interest of 
military history centres in the bearing of its lessons on the prob- 
lems of the future, and that is where Colonel Maude proves dis- 
tinctly helpful.*’ — Guardian. 

This seems one of the best things that Colonel Maude has 
yet done, for it is not only an exceptionally clear and interesting 
record of the events which marked the dimming of the Napoleonic 
star, but the author has most skilfully analysed the why and the 
wdierefore of all that took place, while his criticism and comments 
all greatly add to the value of his renderings of the story. The 
book deserves the very closest study both for the military and 
the national lessons it conveys. The accompanying maps and 
diagrams are all that could be desired,” — United Service 
Magazine. 

We regard this volume as one of the best volumes in the 
admirable Special Campaign Series. It includes a masterly 
study of the qualities of Napoleon, and is most keen in its analysis 
of character, objects and methods. In analysing the operations 
of the Leipzig campaign, Colonel Maude has admirably mar- 
shalled his 'facts, and given his ' deductions with skill and lucidity. 
Stu,dents will find that the movements are ably ■ described, and 
are^ made more, comprehensive by an admirable series of maps.” 
—Army,. AND Navy Gazette, 


VIII. GRANTS CAMPAIGN IN 
VIRGINIA. (The Wilderness 
Campaign). 

By Captain VAUGHAN SAWYER. With Maps 
and Plans. Crown 8vo, clotk. 5/. net. 

The student wiU do we]l to read it. The narrative is good, 
and the comments, general and particular, are sound and fre- 
quently striking." — XJnited Service Magazine. 

** The eighth volume of the SpecTal Campaign Series does not 
sufer by comparison ^ith any of the previous works of this 
educational issue. It deals in a very technical but, at the same 
time, interesting manner, with the (derations of the Federal 
and Confederate armies in the State of Virginia." — Liverpool 
Post. 

** The story is of absorbing interest to English readers. Captain 
Sawyer’s study is a keen and searching analysis of the opera- 
tions in the Wilderness, at Spottsylvania, Cold Harbour and 
Petersburg, in which the splendid achievements of Lee are noted 
with an admiration which an English mind always feels for 
the weaker combatant." — Notts Guardian. 

" A clear, concise and impartial account of the operations in 
Virginia." — General Staff War Office. 

“ In his able criticisms of the divergent methods adopted by 
the two great commanders, the author has nothing but praise 
for Lee's conduct of operations in the days when diminished 
numbers in the Southern army and the apparently limitless 
resources of the North forced them to change from offensive to 
defensive war. WTiile criticising adversely some of the Northern 
movements, the author carefully guards agaimt any genera! 
depreciation of Grant's great military qualities." — ^ j^Ianchester 
Guardian. 

" The new volume of the Special Campaign Series gives a 
succinct account, full of interest to military students, of the oper- 
ations of General Grant, commanding the Federal Western armies 
in the American Civil War, in the Wilderness Campaign. It 
follows in precise detail all the movements taken, supporting its 
exposition, otherwise admirably clear, by good maps, and while 
it freely and sometimes adversely criticizes the tactics, e.specially 
of the subsidiary movements, it. is, at pains to exhibit the great 


f 


military qualities of Grant and to point the lessons of his success. 
The book is instructive both in k:s narrative and in its discus- 
sions/ —S cotsman. 

** It fully maintains the high standard set by the earlier 
volumes. The volume under notice details all the movements, 
explains and criticizes the tactics, and exhibits the military skill 
of both Grant and Lee.” — ^Dundee Advertiser. 

” The campaign which Grtot conducted in Virginia is of 
particular interest in displaying the contest between a General 
with practically unlimited resources in men and material, who 
was no great genius, but possessed of firmness and determination, 
on the one hand, and a General whos^ military capacity amounted 
to genius, commanding an army which had never been beaten 
but had several times attacked and defeated its opponents, even 
when they were largely infst majority.” — Bristol Times. 

“ This is another volume of the excellent Special Campaign 
Series. The story of campaign of The Wilderness is well 
told. There are good outline maps and plans,” — Pall Mall 
Gazette. 
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